










































































588 I A MER I CAN JEW ISH YEA R BOO K, 2 0 0 7 

historically comprised the overwhelming majority of the country's Jew­
ish population-declined from 26,706 in 1995 to 25,143 in 2001.63 Our 
estimate, slightly below 29,000, adequately allocates for non-members. 

Former Soviet Union 

In the FSU, rapid Jewish population decrease continued, reflecting an 
overwhelming surplus of Jewish deaths over births, high rates of out­
marriage with low rates of Jewish identification of the children, and con­
spicuous though diminishing emigration. Our 2007 assessment of the 
total core Jewish population in the aggregate of the 15 former Soviet Re­
publics, including the Baltics, was 356,700, of which 345,700 lived in Eu­
rope and 20,000 in Asia. At least as many non-Jewish family members 
were part of the respective households thus creating an enlarged Jewish 
population twice as large as the core.fA The ongoing process of demo­
graphic decline was counteracted to some extent by the revival of Jewish 
cultural and religious activities, including Jewish education.65 

In the Russian Republic, the October 2002 census indicated 233,600 
Jews as against our core Jewish population estimate of 252,000 for the 
beginning of 2003 (derived from the February 1994 Russian Microcen­
sus estimate of 409,000 Jews).66 Allowing for some census undercounts 
after the compulsory item on ethnicity (natsyonalnost) on identification 
documents was canceled, the fact that the option not to state an ethnic­
ity was allowed for the first time, and a slight upward revision versus our 
previous estimate, we evaluate the Jewish population at 221,000 in 2007, 
the sixth largest in the world. 

63Unione delle Comunita Ebraiche Italiane, IV Congresso. Relazione del consiglio (Roma, 
2002); Yaakov Andrea Lattes, SuU'assimilazione in Italia e i metodi per affrontarla (Ramat 
Gan, 2005). 

64Mark Tolts, "Contemporary Trends in Family Formation among the Jews in Russia," 
Jews in Russia and Eastern Europe 2 (57), 2006, pp. 5-23; Tolts, "Major Trends in Post­
Soviet Jewish Demography, 1989-2004," forthcoming in Zvi Gitelman and Yaacov Ro'i, 
eds .. Revolution, Repression, and Revival: The Soviet Jewish Experience (Lanham, Md., 
2007). 

65Zvi Gitelman, "Becoming Jewish in Russia and Ukraine" in Gitelman, Barry Kosmin, 
and Andras Kovacs, eds., New Jewish Identities: Contemporary Europe and Beyond (Bu­
dapest/New York, 2003), pp. 105-37. 

66Mark Tolts, "Demographic Trends among the Jews of the Former Soviet Union," paper 
presented at the International Conference in Honor of Professor Mordechai Altshuler on 
Soviet and Post-Soviet Jewry, Jerusalem, 2003. For a German translation see Menora: 
Jahrbuch fur deutsch-judische Geshichte 2004, 15 (BerliniWien, 2005), pp. 15-44; Tolts, 
"The Post-Soviet Jewish Population in Russia and the World," Jews in Russia and Eastern 
Europe, 1 (52),2004, pp. 37 -63. 
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Jewish popUlation size was clearly more stable and resilient in Russia 
than in the other former Soviet republics. This partly reflected Jewish mi­
gration between the various republics and also lower emigration propen­
sities from Moscow and some of the other main urban areasY 
Nevertheless, the striking imbalance of Jewish births and deaths, and on­
going emigration meant continuing popUlation decline and an elderly age 
composition. The drop in the number of births to at least one Jewish par­
ent could be estimated at 8,006 in 1988 and 2,177 in 1998. Recorded Jew­
ish deaths were 13,826 in 1988 and 9,103 in 1998. As a result, the 
estimated negative balance of these vital events was -5,820 in 1988 and 
-6,926 in 1998.68 These changes occur in the context of steady net pop­
ulation decrease experienced by the Russian Republic in general, as well 
as by other European republics of the FSU. 

In Ukraine, the population census undertaken on December 5, 2001, 
yielded 104,300 Jews, whereas we had projected 100,000 on January 1, 
2002. Considering that our baseline for the latter estimate were the 487,300 
Jews counted in the previous census of January 1989, the fit between ex­
pected and actual results was quite remarkable.69 Taking into account the 
dramatic pace of emigration since 1989, other major intervening changes 
among Ukraine's Jews, and continuing emigration at the end of 2001, the 
census fully confirmed our previous assessment of ongoing demographic 
trends. Taking into account ongoing emigration, we assess the 2007 core 
Jewish population at 79,000, the 11th largest in the world. 

Of the other former Soviet republics in Europe, the largest Jewish pop­
ulation was in Belarus, now downwardly reassessed at 17,700. After the 
accession to the EU of the three Baltic states of Estonia, Latvia, and 
Lithuania, Jewish population has been fairly stable and is assessed in 2007 
at 14,700. A survey in Moldova found an enlarged Jewish population of 
9,240 in 2000.70 According to the results of the Moldova census of Oc­
tober 2004, there were 3,628 Jews, not counting Moldovan territory east 

67Mark ToIts, "Mass Aliyah and Jewish Emigration from Russia: Dynamics and Factors," 
East European Jewish Affairs 33,2003, pp. 71-96. 

68Tolts, "Demographic Trends"; Toits, "Demographic Trends among the Jews in the 
Three Post-Soviet Slavic Republics," paper presented at the 14 th World Congress of Jew­
ish Studies, Jerusalem, 2005. 

69Ukrainian Ministry of Statistics, Population Census 2001 (Kiyev, 2002); Mark Tolts, 
Main Demographic Trends of the Jews in Russia and the FSU (Jerusalem, 2002). 

7°M;!lka Korazim and Esther Katz, "Patterns of Jewish Identity in Moldova: The Be­
havioral Dimension," in Gitelman, Kosmin, and Kovacs, eds., New Jewish Identities, pp. 
159-70. 
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of the Dniester River. According to the unofficial results of the separate 
census of November 2004, there were about 1,200 Jews there. We assess 
the core Jewish population at 4,500 in 2007. 

Rest of Europe 

After Hungary joined the ED together with Poland (where the 2002 
census indicated a Jewish population of 1,100), the Czech Republic, 
Slovakia, Slovenia, Bulgaria, and Romania, only 40,900 Jews remained 
in Europe outside the EU and the FSU. Of these, 19,500 lived in West­
ern Europe, primarily in Switzerland (17,700)71 and 21,400 lived in East­
ern Europe and the Balkans, primarily in Turkey. A survey in Istanbul 
pointed to widespread aging in a community that has experienced sig­
nificant past emigration. In Istanbul, 14 percent of the Jewish popula­
tion was under age 18, and 18 percent above age 65.72 

ASIA 

Israel 

Jewish population in Asia is mostly affected by the trends in Israel 
(Table 5). After World War II, Israel (then Palestine) had a Jewish pop­
ulation of over half a million, which grew nearly tenfold over the subse-

. quent 60 years thanks to mass immigration and fairly high ap.d uniquely 
stable reproduction patterns. Israeli population data are regularly sup­
plied by the Central Bureau of Statistics. Yearly data derive from peri­
odic censuses and a detailed annual account of intervening events (births, 
deaths, immigrants, and emigrants). The last census was in 1995 and the 
next one is expected in 2008. 

At the beginning of 2007, Israel's core Jewish population reached 
5,393,400, forming an enlarged Jewish popUlation of 5,703,400 when 
combined with 310,000 non-Jewish members of Jewish households.13 The 
number of those who underwent conversion to Judaism remained quite 

11 Bundesamt fUr Statistik, Wohnbevolkerung nach Religion 2000 (Neuchatel, 2005). 
12Data provided through the courtesy of the Jewish Community Council. 
13Israei Central Bureau of Statistics, Statistical Abstract of Israel 58 (Jerusalem, 2007). 

See also http://www.cbs.gov.i1 



WORLD JEWISH POPULATION I 591 

modest (about 1,900 in 2005, as compared to 1,730 in 2004,919 in 2003 
and 3,533 in 2002). The majority were new immigrants from the FSU. 74 

In addition, nearly all new immigrants from Ethiopia underwent con­
version before their migration. In 2006, 23,700 new immigrants, includ­
ing immigrant citizens, arrived in Israel, of whom 15,200 were Jewish.75 

Current emigration reduced this to a net migration balance of 16,600, of 
whom 7,900 were Jewish. 

Israel's Jewish fertility rate rose slightly to 2.75 children per woman, 
higher than in any other developed country and probably twice or more 
the effective Jewish fertility level across Diaspora Jewish communities. In 
2004, for the first time ever, more than 100,000 Jewish babies were born 
in Israel. In 2006, 104,500 Jewish births and 33,600 deaths produced a 
net Jewish natural increase of 70,900. Of the 5,393,400 core Jews in 2007, 
5,137,800 lived within the pre-1967 borders plus East Jerusalem and the 
Golan Heights, and about 255,600 lived in the West Bank, where they 
formed over 10 percent of the total population. 

Jews represented 76.0 percent of a total population of 7,116,700 in the 
State of Israel, including East Jerusalem, the Golan Heights, and the Is­
raeli but not the Palestinian population in the West Bank. Considering 
the total Jewish and Palestinian legal population of 10,541,700 in the 
State of Israel and under the Palestinian Authority, Jews represented 
51.2 percent, or slightly more than half the total between the Mediter­
ranean Sea and the Jordan River. All of the preceding figures relate to 
the core Jewish population. If the 310,000 non-Jewish members of Jew­
ish households are added to the Jewish side, the enlarged Jewish popula­
tion of 5,703,600 thus obtained represented 80.1 percent of Israel's 
population (as defined above), and 54.1 percent of the total population 
of Israel and the Palestinian territories. With the addition of about 
180,000 non-Jewish foreign workers residing in Israel, core and enlarged 
Jews represented, respectively, 50.3 and 53.2 percent of the total popu­
lation present in Israel and the Palestinian territories, estimated at 
10,721,700 in 2007 .. 

The assessment of the total Palestinian population of the West Bank 
and Gaza reflected here has been challenged by a group of American and 

74Raly Sa'ar, "Family members of converts not allowed to immigrate with them to Israel," 
Ha'aretz, June 3, 2004. 

lsThese da~a include over 4,000 returning Israelis and immigrant citizens, the foreign-born 
children of Israelis on their first-time entrance into the country. Not included are foreign 
workers and illegal residents. 
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TABLE 5. ESTIMATED CORE JEWISH POPULATION DISTRIBUTION IN ASIA, 1/112007 

Country 

Israel" 
West Bank and Gazab 

Total Israel and Palestine 

Azerbaijan 
Georgia 
Kazakhstan 
Kyrgyzstan 
Turkmenistan 
Uzbekistan 

Jews per 
Total Jewish 1,000 

Population Population Population 

6,855,200 5,137,800 
3,686,500 255,600 

10,541,700 5,393,400 

8,400,000 
4,500,000 

15,100,000 
5,200,000 
5,400,000 

26,500,000 

6,800 
3,500 
3,700 

800 
200 

5,000 

749.5 
69.3 

511.6 

0.8 
0.8 
0.2 
0.2 
0.0 
0.2 

Total former USSR in Asia" 75,800,000 20,000 0.3 

Chinad 

India 
Iran 
Japan 
Korea, South 
Philippines 
Singapore 
Syria 
Taiwan 
Thailand 
Yemen 
Other 

Total other Asia 

Total 

1,318,000,000 
1,131,900,000 

71,200,000 
127,700,000 
48,500,000 
88,700,000 
4,600,000 

19,900,000 
22,900,000 
65,700,000 
22,400,000 

927,158,300 

3,848,658,300 

1,500 
5,000 

10,700 
1,000 

100 
100 
300 
100 
100 
200 
200 
200 

19,500 

3,935,000,000 5,432,900 

0.0 
0.0 
0.2 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.1 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 

0.0 

1.4 

Accuracy 
Rating 

A 2007 
A 2007 

C 1999 
B 2002 
B 1999 
B 1999 
D 1989 X 
D 1989 X 

D 
B 1996 
C 1986 
C 1993 
C 1998 
D 
C 1990 
C 1995 
D 
C 1998 
C1995 
D 

'Total popUlation of Israel, including Jews in West Bank and Gaza, 111/2006: 7,116,700. 
bTotal Palestinian population in West Bank and Gaza: 11112006: 3,425,000 (our revised es­
timate). 
<Including Armenia and Tajikistan. Not including Asian regions of Russian Republic. 
dlncluding Hong Kong and Macao. 
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Israeli investigators who maintained that current population estimates 
,from Palestinian sources were inflated.76 The Palestinian Central Bureau 
of Statistics, after a downward revision of over 100,000 to account for 
expected immigration that did not materialize, estimated the population 
in the Palestinian territories at 3,762,005 by July 1,2006,17 Our own in­
dependent assessment, after allocating 240,000 East Jerusalem Arabs to 
the Israeli side, accounting for a negative migration balance of Pales­
'tinians, and further corrections, was 3,330,000 on January 1, 2006, ex­
cluding East Jerusalem,78 and 3,425,000 for 2007 at a 2.85 percent growth 
rate (versus 2.6 percent among Israeli Arabs). The extant Jewish major­
ity is declining over the whole territory between the Mediterranean Sea 
and the Jordan River, and within the State of Israel. 79 

Resto! Asia 

In the rest of Asia the Jewish population consisted mainly of the 
rapidly declining communities in the FSU's eight Asian republics, the 
largest of which was Azerbaijan with 6,800 Jews, followed by Uzbekistan 
(upwardly corrected to 5,000), Kazakhstan (3,700), and Georgia (3,500).80 
The largest Jewish population in a single country in Asia besides Israel 
was in Iran. Our estimate there reflects an effort to monitor intensive em­
igration since the Islamic revolution of the late 1970s. Small Jewish pop­
ulations, partly of temporary sojourners, exist in various South and East 
Asian countries. Rapid economic development and growing relations 
with Israel render these countries receptive to a small but growing Jew­
ish presence. 

76Bennett Zimmerman, Roberta Seid, Michael Wise, Yoram Ettinger, David Shahaf, Ezra 
Sohar, David Passig, and Avraham Shvout, Arab Population In the West Bank & Gaza: The 
Million-and-a-Half Person Gap (Washington, D.C., 2005); Bennett Zimmerman, Roberta 
Seid, and Michael L. Wise, The Million-Persons Gap: The Arab Population in the West Bank 
and Gaza (Ramat Gan, 2005). 

77See www.pcbs.org 
78Sergio DellaPergola, "Correspondence," in Azure, Winter 2007, pp. 3 -23. 
79For an extensive discussion of the background, thrust, and implications of past and cur­

rent population changes see Sergio DellaPergola, "Demographic Trends in Israel and Pales­
tine: Prospects and Policy Implications," AJYB 2003, vol. 103, pp. 3-68. See also Arnon 
Sofer and Yevguenia Bistrow, Israel Demography 2004-2020 in the Light of Disengagement 
(Haifa, 2004; in Hebrew). 

8O'folts, "Demographic Trends." 
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AFRICA 

Jewish population in Africa was mostly concentrated in South Africa 
(Table 6). According to the 2001 census,S 1 the white Jewish population 
amounted to 61,675. After factoring in the national non-response rate of 
14 percent, a corrected estimate of 72,000 obtained. Allowing for a cer­
tain proportion of actual Jews reported among South Africa's nonwhites 
(11,979 blacks, 1,287 coloreds, and 615 Indians, many of whom practice 
other religions), we assessed the total size of the Jewish community at 
75,000 in 2001. Following a moderate continuation of emigration, we es­
timate South Africa's Jewish population at 71,500 in 2007, the world's 
12th largest. 

Our revised estimates for North Africa acknowledge the ongoing re­
duction in the small Jewish populations remaining in Morocco and 
Tunisia, now assessed at 4,000 overall. 

OCEANIA 

Continuing immigration produced some increase in the size of Jewish 
populations in Oceania (Table 7). Australia's 2001 census indicated a 
Jewish population of 83,500, up about 4,000 from 1996.82 Taking into ac­
count non-response but also the community's rather old age composition, 
we estimate the core Jewish population at 104,000 in 2007, the ninth 
largest in the world. The 2001 census also pointed to some Jewish popu­
lation increase in New Zealand, assessed at 7,000. 

DISPERSION AND CONCENTRATION 

SIZE AND DENSITY 

Reflecting global Jewish population stagnation along with growing 
concentration in a few countries, 97.5 percent of world Jewry live in the 

81See David Saks, "Community Stable, Agcing-Census," South African Jewish Report 
(Johannesburg, 2003). See also Barry A. Kosmin, Jaqueline Goldberg, Milton Shain, and 
Shirley Bruk, Jews of the New South Africa: Highlights of the 1998 National Survey of South 
African Jews (London, 1999). 

82Australian Bureau of Statistics, Population Census 2001 (Canberra, 2002). See also 
Gary Eckstein, Demography of the Sydney Jewish Community 2001 (Sydney, 2003). 
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TABLE 6. ESTIMATED CORE JEWISH POPULATION DISTRIBUTION IN AFRICA, 

11112007 

Jews per 
Total Jewish I,OOO Accuracy 

Country Population Population Population Rating 

Egypt 73,400,000 100 0.0 C 1998 
Ethiopia 77,400,000 100 0.0 C 1998 
Morocco 31,700,000 3,000 0.1 C2006 
Tunisia 10,200,000 1,000 0.1 C2003 

Total North Africa" 272,100,000 4,200 0.0 

Botswana 1,800,000 100 0.1 C 1993 
CongoD.R. 62,600,000 100 0.0 C 1993 
Kenya 36,900,000 400 0.0 C 1990 
Namibia 2,100,000 100 0.1 C 1993 
Nigeria 144,400,000 100 0.0 D 
South Africa 47,900,000 71,500 1.5 B 2001 
Zimbabwe 13,300,000 400 0.0 B 2001 
Other 362,900,000 300 0.0 D 

Total other Africa 671,900,000 73,000 0.1 

Total 944,000,000 77,200 0.1 

'Including countries not listed separately. 

TABLE 7 ESTIMATED CORE JEWISH POPULATION DISTRIBUTION IN OCEANIA, 

11112007 

Jews per 
Total Jewish 1,000 Accuracy 

Country Population Population Population Rating 

Australia 21,000,000 104,000 5.0 B 2001 
New Zealand 4,200,000 7,000 1.7 A 2001 
Other 9,800,000 100 0.0 D 

Total 35,000,000 111,100 3.2 
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largest 15 communities, and excluding Israel from the count, 97.2 percent 
live in the 14 largest communities of the Diaspora, 69.5 percent of them 
living in the U.S. (Table 8). 

In 2007, there were at least 100 Jews in 93 different countries (Table 9). 
Two countries had Jewish populations above 5 million individuals each 
(Israel and the U.S.), another seven had more than 100,000 Jews, three 
had 50,000-100,000, five had 25,000-50,000, nine had 10,000-25,000, 
nine had 5,000-10,000, and 58 countries had less than 5,000. The 67 com­
munities with fewer than 10,000 Jews overall accounted for 1 percent of 
world Jewry. In only six communities outside of Israel did Jews consti­
tute at least about 5 per 1,000 (0.5 percent) of their country's total pop­
ulation. In descending order by the relative weight (not size) of their 
Jewish population they were Gibraltar (24.0 Jews per 1,000 inhabitants), 
the U.S. (17.5), Canada (11.4), France (7.9), Uruguay (5.4), and Australia 
(5.0). 

By combining the two criteria of Jewish population size and density, 
we obtain the following taxonomy of the 25 Jewish communities with 
popUlations over 10,OOO{excluding Israel). There are four countries with 

TABLE 8. COUNTRIES WITH LARGEST CORE JEWISH POPULATIONS, 111/2007 

% of Total Jewish POQulation 
Jewish In the World In the DiasQora 

Rank Country Population % Cumulative % % Cumulative % 

I Israel 5,393,400 41.0 41.0 = 
2 United ~tates 5,275,000 40.1 81.1 69.5 69.5 
3 France 490,000 3.7 84.8 6.3 75.8 
4 Canada 374,000 2.8 87.7 4.8 80.6 
5 United Kingdom 295,000 2.2 89.9 3.8 84.4 
6 Russia 221,000 1.7 91.6 2.8 87.3 
7 Argentina 184,000 1.4 93.0 2.4 89.6 
8 Germany 120,000 0.9 93.9 1.5 91.2 
9 Australia 104,000 0.8 94.7 1.3 92.5 

10 Brazil 96,200 0.7 95.4 1.2 93.8 
11 Ukraine 79,000 0.6 96.0 1.0 94.8 
12 South Africa 71,500 0.5 96.6 0.9 95.7 
13 Hungary 49,000 0.4 96.9 0.6 96.3 
14 Mexico 39,600 0.3 97.2 0.5 96.8 
15 Belgium 30,500 0.2 97.5 0.4 97.2 
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over 100,000 Jews and at least 5 Jews per 1,000 of total population: the 
U.S., France, Canada, and Australia; another four countries with· over 
100,000 Jews and at least 1 per 1,000 of total population: the UK, Ar­
gentina, Russia, and Germany; one country with 10,000-100,000 Jews 
and at least 5 per 1,000 of total population: Uruguay; nine more coun­
tries with 10,000-100,000 Jews and at least 1 per 1,000 of total popula­
tion: Ukraine, South Africa, Hungary, Belgium, the Netherlands, Chile, 
Belarus, Switzerland, and Sweden; and seven countries with 
10,000-100,000 Jews and less than 1 per 1,000 of total population: Brazil, 
Mexico, Italy, Turkey, Venezuela, Spain, and Iran. 

JEWS IN MAJOR CITIES 

The overwhelmingly urban concentration of Jewish populations glob­
ally is evinced by the fact that in 2007 more than half (52.1 percent) of 
world Jewry live in only five metropolitan areas-Tel Aviv, New York, 
Jerusalem, Los Angeles, and Haifa. Two-thirds of the world's Jews (66.5 
percent) live in those five places plus Southeast Florida, Be'er Sheva, 
Paris, Chicago, Boston, and San Francisco. The largest 20 Jewish popu­
lation concentrations encompass 77 percent of all Jews worldwide (Table 
10).83 The Jewish population in the Tel Aviv urban conurbation extend­
ing from Netanya to Ashdod now exceeds by far that in the New York 
Standard Metropolitan Area extending from south New York State to 
parts of Connecticut, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. Of the 20 largest 
metropolitan areas of Jewish residence, ten are located in the U.S., four 
in Israel, two in Canada, and one each in France, the UK, Argentina, and 
Russia. 

OUTLOOK 

Beyond the many problems related to Jewish population definitions and 
data accuracy, it is important to recognize that powerful and consistent 
trends daily reshape the profile of world Jewry. Reading current data in 
historical and comparative context, the recent momentum of Jewish de-

83For Isrl\el estimates see Israel Central Bureau of Statistics, Statistical Abstract of ls­
rael57 (Jerusalem, 2006) Table 2-15. For U.S. estimates see Sheskin and Dashefsky, "Jew­
ish Population in the United States, 2006." Some of the latter figures are somewhat outdated 
and inconsistent with each other regarding definitions and methods. 



598 I A MER I CAN JEW ISH YEA R BOO K, 2 0 0 7 

TABLE 9. DISTRIBUTION OF THE WORLD'S JEWS, BY NUMBER, AND PROPORTION 

(PER 1,000 POPULATION) IN EACH COUNTRY, 11112007 

Number of 
Jews in Country 

Total' 
100-900 

1,000-4,900 

5,000-9,900 
10,000-24,900 

25,000-49,900 
50,000-99,900 
100,000-999,900 
1,000,000 or more 

Total' 
100-900 
1,000-4,900 
5,000-9,900 

10,000-24,900 
25,000-49,900 
50,000-99,900 

100,000-999,900 
1,000,000 or more 

Total" 
100-900 
1,000-4,900 
5,000-9,900 
10,000-24,900 

25,000-49,900 

50,000-99,900 

100,000-999,900 

1,000,000 or more 

Total 

93 

35 

23 

9 
9 
5 
3 
7 

2 

Jews per 1,000 Population 

0.0-0.9 1.0-4.9 5.0-9.9 10.0-24.9 25.0+ 

Number of Countries 

63 

31 

21 

4 
4 
2 

23 

3 
2 
5 
4 
3 

2 
4 

3 3 

2 

Jewish Population Distribution-Absolute Numbers 

13,155,200 

11,100 
55,000 
63,800 

143,600 
177,600 
246,700 

1,788,000 
10;668,400 

303,800 
9,300 

48,600 
26,700 
54,900 
68,100 
96,200 

1,195,500 

1,200 
6,400 

37,100 
70,800 

109,500 

150,500 
820,000 

611,900 5,649,600 5,393,400 

600 

17,900 

594,000 374,000 

- 5,275,000 5,393,400 

Jewish Population Distribution-Percent of World's Jews 

100.0 
0.1 
0.4 
0.5 
l.l 
1.4 

1.9 

13.6 

81.1 

2.3 
0.1 
0.4 
0.2 
0.4 
0.5 
0.7 

0.0 
0.0 

9.1 
0.0 
0.0 
0.3 

0.5 
0.8 

l.l 
6.2 
0.0 

4.7 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 

0.1 
0.0 

0.0 

4.5 

0.0 

42.9 

0.0 
0.0 
0.0 

0.0 
0.0 

0.0 

2.8 

40.1 

41.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 

0.0 

0.0 
41.0 

'Grand total includes countries with fewer than 100 Jews, for a total of 1,100 Jews. Minor 
discrepancies due to rounding. Israel includes West Bank. 
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TABLE 10. METROPOLITAN AREAS WITH LARGEST CORE JEWISH POPULATIONS, 

IIl/2007 

Rank Metro Area" Country Jewish Share of World's Jews 
Population % Cumulative % 

I Tel Aviv!>'· Israel 2,799,000 21.3 21.3 
2 NewYorkd US. 2,051,000 15.6 36.9 
3 Jerusaleme Israel 675,000 5.1 42.0 
4 Los Angelesd US. 668,000 5.1 47.1 
5 Haifab Israel 657,500 5.0 52.1 
6 Southeast 

Florida d.f US. 527,500 4.0 56.1 
7 Be'er Shevab Israel 350,800 2.7 58.S 
S Pariss France 284,000 2.2 60.9 
9 Chicagod US. 270,500 2.1 63.0 

10 Bostond US. 235,000 1.8 64.S 
II San Franciscod U.S. 227,800 1.7 66.5 
12 Washingtonh US. 216,300 1.6 6S.1 
13 Philadelphiad US. 206,100 1.6 69.7 
14 Londoni United 

Kingdom 195,000 1.5 71.2 
15 Torontoi Canada IS0,000 1.4 72.5 
16 Buenos Airesk Argentina 165,000 1.3 73.S 
17 Atlantah US. 119,SOO 0.9 74.7 
18 Moscowl Russia 95,000 0.7 75.4 
19 Baltimoreh US. 91,400 0.7 76.1 
20 Montreali Canada 93,000 0.7 76.S 

'Most metropolitan areas include extended inhabited territory and several municipal au­
thorities around central city. Definitions vary by country. Some of the estimates may in­
clude non-core Jews. 
bAs newly defined in the 1995 Israeli Census. 
<Includes Ramat Gan, Bene Beraq, Petach Tikvah, Bat Yam, Halon, Rishon Lezion, Ne­
tanya, and Ashdod, each with a Jewish population above 100,000. 
dConsolidated Metropolitan Statistical Area (CMSA). 
"Includes the whole Jerusalem District and parts of Judea and Samaria District. 
(Miami-Ft. Lauderdale and West Palm Beach-Boca Raton CMSA. 
'Departments 75,77.78,91,92,93,94,95. 
hMetropolitan Statistical Area (MSA). 
iGreater London and contiguous postcode areas. 
iCensus Metropolitan Area. 
kCapital Federal and Gran Buenos Aires Partidos (AMBA). 
'Territory administered by city council. 
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mographic change in the U.S. - at best tending to zero population 
growth -contrasts sharply to that of Israel, where there is significant nat­
ural increase. This makes the apparent transition of Israel into the largest 
Jewish_population in the world increasingly grounded on empirical foun­
dations. The U.S. is, and will remain, a very large, powerful, and resilient 
center of Jewish socioeconomic and cultural life. The aggregate of other 
Diaspora communities is increasingly eroding and their Jewish weight fast 
diminishing. 

Projecting current demographic trends into the future and assuming 
continuity in the major factors of Jewish population change-admittedly 
a heavy assumption - the scenario of a growing plurality of world Jewry 
living in the State of Israel gains plausibility. Whether components of 
popUlation change related to the family and childbearing, geographical 
mobility, affiliation, and disaffiliation will remain stable or evolve dif­
ferently is, of course, a relevant subject for policy planning and inter­
ventions in Israel and in Jewish communities around the globe. Such 
interventions may alter the course of social and demographic develop­
ments that carry what are viewed as unwanted implications. Some, related 
to demographic and cultural behaviors, might impact upon current 
trends, helping reorient the current Israel-Diaspora demographic bal­
ance. The future is not predictable, but important lessons from the past 
may help formulate plans and expectations. 

SERGIO DELLAPERGOLA , 


