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T ? 

This i s  one o f  a  ser ies  o f  repo r t s  on the  f i n d i n g s  o f  
the Nat ional  Jewish Populat ion Study sponsored by the  Council 
o f  Jewish ~ e d e r a t i o n s  and Welfare Funds. This i s  the f i r s t  
comprehensive na t iona l  study made of  t he  Jewish popu la t i on  of 
the  Un i ted  States. 

The NJPS, under the d i r e c t i o n  of D r .  Fred Massarik o f  
the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  of Los Angeles and a  d i s t i ngu i shed  
group o f  colleagues, was based on a  sample s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  chosen 
so as t o  be representa t ive  of the t o t a l  U.S. Jewish populat ion.  
This sample included communities o f  a l l  s izes  and i n  a l l  p a r t s  
o f  the country, w i t h  random samplings t o  inc lude Jews no t  on 
any o rgan iza t i ona l  l i s t s  as w e l l  as those who were. 

Whi l e  the NJPS data a r e  o f  i n t e r e s t  and value t o  many 
i n d i v i d u a l s  concerned w i t h  Jewish l i f e ,  the  Federat ions which 
f inanced the  study have as t h e i r  purpose the  use o f  t he  f i n d i n g s  
i n  l o c a l ,  regional  and na t i ona l  p lanning.  The i n i t i a l  se t  of 
repo r t s  w i l l ,  therefore, be elements r e l a t i n g  most c l o s e l y  t o  
these concerns. 

Each community w i l l  a l so  now have f a c t s  which s e t  a  
na t i ona l  perspect ive  f o r  i t s  own loca l  s i t u a t i o n .  I n  add i t i on ,  
the  p r o j e c t i o n s  f o r  the  f u t u r e  made poss ib le  by the  na t i ona l  
study should enable Federat ions t o  a n t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e i r  p lann ing  
the  demands brought about by changing popu la t i on  pa t te rns .  

L 



MOBILITY OF JEWISH POPULATION 
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The m o b i l i t y  o f  Jews has a  d i r e c t  bear ing on community f inanc ing ,  
p lann ing ,  serv ices,  and s t ruc tu re .  

I t  a f f e c t s  fund r a i s i n g  o rgan iza t i on  and coverage, l o c a t i o n  o f  
f a c i l i t i e s  and serv ices,  involvement i n  boards and committees. Even more 
b a s i c a l l y ,  i t  a f f e c t s  community s t a b i l i t y ,  personal and s o c i a l  l o y a l t i e s ,  
t i e s ,  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  and in f luences.  

The Nat ional  Jewish Popu la t ion  Study has gathered the  f i r s t  
comprehensive body o f  f a c t s  on the  ex ten t  and nature  of Jewish m o b i l i t y ,  
and p r o j e c t i o n s  o f  what may be expected. The f o l  lowing a r e  some o f  t he  
f i r s t  h i g h l i g h t s  o f  t he  f i nd ings :  

58% o f  those aged 30-34 were i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  c i t y  i n  
1970 f romwhere  t h e y w e r e  i n  1965. 19%were i n a  
d i f f e r e n t  s ta te .  

51% o f  those aged 35-39 were i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  c i t y  i n  
1970 f rom where they were i n  1965. 7% were i n  a  
d i f f e r e n t  s ta te .  

61% of those aged 25-29 were p lann ing  t o  move. 11% 
immediately. 

19% of  those aged 35-39 were p lann ing  to move. 9% 
immediately. 

20% o f  those aged 25-29 were p lann ing  t o  move w i t h i n  
the  same c i t y ;  18% o u t s i d e  the  c i t y  bu t  i n  the  same 
s ta te ;  12% ou ts ide  the  s ta te .  

4% o f  those aged 35-39 were p lann ing  t o  move w i t h i n  the  
same c i t y ;  2% o u t s i d e  the  c i t y  bu t  i n  the  same s ta te ;  
10% t o  a  d i f f e r e n t  s t a t e .  



With d i f f e r e n t  types o f  m o b i l i t y ,  there  a r e  u s u a l l y  associated 
d i f f e r e n t i a l  sets o f  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  based on age and socio-economic leve ls .  

Overal l ,  82'1, o f  the sample had res ided f i v e  years p rev ious l y  i n  
the  same c i t y  o r  i n  the same county o r  census me t ropo l i t an  area. Some y/, 
had come from another s ta te .  However, there  were s i g n i f  i can t  d i f f e rences  
between age groups. 

For those aged 25 t o  34, approximately one ou t  o f  every f i v e  
had moved from another s t a t e  t o  t h e i r  residence i n  1970-71. This propor- 
t i o n  then drops so t h a t  f o r  the  age groups 50 t o  64, the  range i s  from 3% 
t o  7'x. Wi th  t h e  age groups 65 t o  74, the  propor t ions  coming from a d i f -  
f e ren t  s t a t e  t o  the  present  residence jumps t o  a l e v e l  o f  from 8% t o  11%. 

The subs tan t i a l  movement from s t a t e - t o - s t a t e  i n  the age group 
25 t o  34 i s  cons i s ten t  w i t h  demographic data repor ted f o r  t h i s  group; 
namely, h igh  educat ional  achievements and a l a rge r  p r o p o r t i o n  i n  the 
p ro fess iona l  occupat ional  categor ies.  ~ h u s ,  a subs tan t i a l  p r o p o r t i o n  of  
young households w i t h  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  no t  have roo ts  i n  the  community i n  
which they have come t o  l i v e .  

A d i f f e r e n t  problem surfaces w i t h  t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  on the  aging 
popu la t ion .  I f  m o b i l i t y  between s ta tes  were random, the  a n t i c i p a t e d  i n -  
creases i n  the abso lu te  number o f  aged a f t e r  1970-71 would a l s o  be random. 
But we know t h a t  t he  aged tend t o  move from what has been described as I i 

the "snow b e l t "  t o  the "sun be l t " .  Therefore, the  impact of t h e  increase 
i n  the  number o f  aging i n d i v i d u a l s  w i l l  b e g r e a t e r i n  the c i t i e s  loca ted i n  
t h e  "sun b e l t "  w h i l e  somewhat a t tenuated f o r  t he  c i t i e s  i n  t he  o ther  areas. 

Tables 2 and 3 r e f l e c t  "plaiisl '  f o r  moving ra the r  than past  r e s i -  
dence. Roughly, one i n  s i x  (1%) o f  Jewish a d u l t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  some move, 
from t h e i r  present  home t o  another,  i s  i n  t h e i r  f u tu re .  This  i t s e l f  suggests 
a f a i r l y  h igh  degree o f  p o t e n t i a l  m o b i l i t y .  But as shown i n  Table 2, age i s  
a c r u c i a l  f ac to r  i n  f o recas t i ng  the  f u t u r e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  a move away from 
the  home now occupied. The most s i g n i f i c a n t  con t ras ts  appear a t  t h e  ex- 
tremes o f  the a d u l t  age d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

The aged, e s p e c i a l l y  the  t to lder l l  aged, those pas t  t h e i r  seven t i e th  
b i r t hday ,  a r e  the  most r e l u c t a n t  movers. Twelve percent  o r  fewer o f  those 
i n  t h e i r  advanced years contemplate a change i n  residence. On the  o the r  
hand, t he re  i s  a t ime when a move becomes i n e v i t a b l e :  8'X of  those i n  t he  
75 t o  79 age bracket  a r e  i n  the  mids t  o f  immediate moving plans, perhaps 
i n  connect ion w i t h  a move t o  an aged home, an economy apartment, o r  t o  a 
nu rs ing  home o r  o ther  p r o t e c t i v e  environment. 

A d r a m a t i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  p i c tu re ,  as expected, appears i n  the years 
o f  young adulthood. Here, the pressure toward movement peaks. The ex ten t  
of t h i s  coming-and-going i s  s i g n i f i c a n t .  Very nea r l y  two- th i rds  (61'X) of 
those aged 25 t o  29 a r e  p lann ing  t o  move. The corresponding f i g u r e s  f o r  



the 20 t o  24 group and f o r  the 30 t o  34 group respec t i ve l y  a re  47% and 
2% -- again very considerably above the  general a d u l t  average o f  187,,. 
I t  i s  o n l y  beyond the t h i r t y - f i v e  year age mark t h a t  some measure o f  
" s e t t l  ing  down" occurs i n  the  Jewish popu la t i on ' s  r e s i d e n t i a l  mobi 1 i t y .  

Immediate plans, o r  plans t o  move w i t h i n  one year, a r e  most 
p reva len t  f o r  those under t h i r t y .  Between 18 t o  21% o f  these age groups 
a r e  now "on the  move". 

There i s  o f t e n  unce r ta in t y  as t o  j u s t  where one intends t o  move. 
However, i n  Table 3, some sense o f  t rend by type o f  d e s t i n a t i o n  i s  ind ica ted .  

A good share o f  p ro jec ted  movement i s  expected t o  occur w i t h i n  
the  boundaries o f  the  c i t y ,  town o r  county o f  present  residence. This  
inc ludes con t i nu ing  trends toward suburban l oca t i on ,  as w e l l  as the  
makings o f  poss ib le  movement toward higher-income and upper-middle c lass  
urban areas; the  f i g u r e s  a r e  s t r i k i n g  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  those between the  
ages o f  20 and 34. Those aged 25 t o  29 a r e  most l i k e l y  t o  move out -o f -  
s t a t e  (12%). 

W i th in -s ta te  movement i s  expected t o  be s u b s t a n t i a l  among young 
men and women under t h i r t y  (13 t o  I&;/,). But t he re  i s  a l s o  a no tab le  amount 
o f  doubt as t o  d e s t i n a t i o n  (9%). 

For t he  aged, 65 years o l d  and over, overwhelmingly i t  i s  t h e  
l o c a l  community o f  present  residence t h a t  i s  mentioned as a moving d e s t i -  
na t ion ,  i f  indeed a move o f  any k i n d  i s  v isua l ized.  

Given the  substance o f  t he  f i g u r e s  above, a l a r g e  sca le  exodus 
from one s t a t e  t o  another,  o r  a major real ignment o f  Jewish popu la t i on  
f rom one p a r t  o f  t h e  count ry  t o  another  cannot be pro jec ted .  Rather, the  
l i k e l y  tendency i s  one o f  r a t h e r  s e l e c t i v e  movement, p r i m a r i l y  w i t h i n  
l o c a l  comun i  t y  areas, and t o  a lesser  ex ten t  i n t r a - s t a t e  s h i f t s .  

It would appear from a comparison o f  I1p lans t o  move1' and actua 1 
change i n  residence tha t  t he re  may be a tendency f o r  persons t o  r e p o r t  
conse rva t i ve l y  on p lans t o  move ou t  o f  the present  s t a t e  o f  residence. 
I n  1970-71, approximate ly  one out  o f  every e leven a d u l t s  l i v e d  i n  a s t a t e  
d i f f e r e n t  from h i s  o r  her  residence i n  1965. Yet, expected moving des t ina-  
t i o n  t o  another  s t a t e  was f o u r  percent  f o r  a l l  adu l t s .  

Exact comparisons a r e  d i f f i c u l t , b u t  the  data from the  two tab les  
would seem t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  f o r  i n t e r s t a t e  moving may unders ta te  
a c t u a l  experience. 



TABLE I 

MOBILITY: CURRENT RESIDENCE BY PLACE OF RESIDENCE I N  1965, BY AGE 
(TOTAL FOR EACH AGE GROUP = 10@X) 

D i f f e r e n t  D i f f e r e n t  I n 
c i t y ,  same area D i  f f e r e n t  Fore ign 

Age Same C i t y  general area, same S ta te  S t a t e  Country 
Group As 1965 I n  1965+: As 1965 From 1965 I n  1965 

NB - Hor i zon ta l  d e t a i l s  may not  add t o  100 because o f  "no answer1'. - Same county o r  same Standard Me t ropo l i t an  S t a t i s t i c a l  Area. 
2.:: - Inc ludes s i x  percent  persons under 19 f o r  whom no d e t a i l e d  data a r e  shown 

above. 



TABLE 2 

Age 
Group 

20 - 24 

25 - 29 

30 - 34 

35 - 39 

40 - 44 

45 - 49 

MOBILITY: PLANS TO MOVE, BY AGE 
(TOTAL POPULATION FOR EACH AGE GROUP = 100 PERCENT) 

W i t h i n  
Immediately 1 Year 

11.2 6.5 

11.0 9.6 

3.2 2.9 

9.1 1.8 

4.0 1.2 

6.0 1.3 

W i t h i n  
5 Years 

23.2 

38.9 

22.2 

7.0 

9.4 

7.7 

Tota l  
mov i ng 
plans 

s p e c i f i e d  
by Time 

40.9 

59.5 

28.3 

17.9 

14.6 

15.0 

Don' t  
know about 
moving t ime 

6.0 

1.7 

.9 

7 

- 7  

.8 

Tota l 
p lann ing 

t o  move 

46.9 

61.2 

29.2 

18.6 

15.3 

15.8 

80 and Over .7 .6 1.9 3.2 1.3 4.5 

Avg: Jewish 
Adu l ts  4.3 2.0 9.8 16. 1 1.6 17.7 



TABLE 3 

MOBILITY: EXPECTED MOVING DESTINATION 
(TOTAL POPULATION FOR EACH AGE GROUP = 100 PERCENT) 

Other, 
T() To Mov i ng 

Age I n  Sarne I n  Same d i f f e r e n t  Fore ign Dest ina t ion  Plans 
C roup C i t y  S ta te  Sta te  Country Uncerta i n Uncer t a  i n 

To ta 1 
Planning 
t o  move 

Av!;. : Jew i s t i  
Adu l t s  I ) . ?  3.7 3.6 1 .O 2.7 1.4 17.7 

Note :  Each age group (e.9. 20-24) equals 100A. 
Thus, t he  f i r s t  data l i n e  shows tha t ,  o f  
a1 1 Jewish persons i n  ages 20 t o  24, 46.9% 
a r e  p lann ing  t o  move. 
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