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NJPS Respondents

* The NJPS 2000-01 questionnaire was
administered to over 4,500 Jews 1n the U.S.

* This presentation 1s a compilation of findings
from NJPS interviews with 732 Jewish adults

ages 18-29, and an additional 3,756 Jewish
adults ages 30 or older.
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Methodological Note

e The NJPS questionnaire was divided into long-form and short-
form versions. The long-form version was administered to
respondents with stronger Jewish connections (representing 4.3
million Jews, or over 80% of all U.S. Jews). The short-form
version, which omitted many questions on Jewish topics, was
given to respondents with Jewish connections that are not as
strong (representing in total 800,000 Jews).

* Asterisks (*) 1n the presentation refer to questions that
appeared on the long-form questionnaire and were asked only
of respondents with stronger Jewish connections.
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This presentation 1s divided into two sections:

» Demographic information for adults 18-24 and 25-29

» Comparisons of adults 18-24, 25-29 and 30+ on a variety

of Jewish behaviors, experiences and attitudes.
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Jewish Adults Ages 18-29
Demographic Topics

> Population base

» Education/work status
»> Region

» Place of Birth

» Gender
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Population Base

Age High  Under- Graduate Employed Other Total
Group School graduates students
18-24 73,000 237,000 31,000 121,000 38,000 500,000

25-29 1,000 34,000 58,000 181,000 39,000 313,000

Total 74,000 271,000 89,000 302,000 77,000 813,000
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Over half (53%) of 18-24 year olds are 1n college or graduate
school, and about a quarter are employed.

e

8% 15% [1 High school

H College

[0 Graduate school
B Employed

[ Other

6%
47%

Note: “Other” includes homemaker, unemployed, and undetermined types of schooling
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Nearly 30% of 25-29 year olds are 1n college or graduate
school, and more than half (58%) are employed.

(1)
13% 1%

[J College
18% B Graduate school

OO0 Employed

B Other

58%

Note: “Other” includes homemaker, unemployed, high school or undetermined educational
program
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Most Jews today attend college.

Among 18-29 year olds who are not currently in high school':

»> 81% have been to college, including

»> 30% who have attended college with no degree yet
earned

> 9% who have earned an associate’s degree
»> 32% who have earned a bachelor’s degree

» 10% who have earned a graduate degree

! Current high school students removed from these percentages because they have not
yet had the opportunity to attend college.
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The
United
States is ox 1
divided =
into

four .
regions:
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» Northeast (yellow) e
 South (blue)

» Midwest (green) . l
» West (red) .
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Adult Jews ages 18-29, like those older than them, are
relatively concentrated in the Northeast.!

._‘

¥

e

45%
40% 41% O Ages 18-24 @ Ages 25-29 B Ages 30+
25% 2870 0
23% 7 16% 247
0
17% 19%
y |
Northeast Midwest South Waest

' Based on respondents’ answer to a question on the zip code of their primary residence.
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Most Jews 18-24 were born 1n the US, but about one out
of six was born elsewhere.

4

Born in the U.Ss
34% Former
Soviet
Union
Born outside the U.S. 51%
16% Israel 17%

Other countries 32%
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Most Jews 25-29 were also born 1n the U.S.

Born in the U.S.
88% Former
Soviet
Union
Born outside the U.S. 44%
| A Israel 23%

Other countries
33%
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Women outnumber men 1n the 18-24 year-old group, but men and
women comprise nearly equal numbers among 25-29 year-olds.

Women Women Men
56% 4% 49% 51%

- o -

Ages 18-24 Ages 25-29
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Jewish Behaviors, Attitudes and Experiences
Comparing Ages 18-24, 25-29 and 30+

» Denominations > Israel

> Religious service attendance > Attitudes about Jewish

» Ritual practices peoplehood and Jewish identity

> Organizational affiliations » Social networks: parents, friends,

» Cultural participation dating
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In each age group, more people consider themselves Reform

than any other denomination.*

38% [1 Ages 18-24
1 35% E Ages 25-29
M Ages 30+

AN
— 26%

28%

20% 21%
17% | 20%

0
15% 149

9% 8% 6%

5%

a
Orthodox Conservative Reform Just Jewish Secular



Jewish Adults Ages 18-29 p

o

(s

e

Across the age groups, there 1s little systematic
variation 1n attendance at religious services.*

31%

29%

26%

Did not attend

S3%

45%
42%

o
24% 21%

[] Ages 18-24

[ Ages 25-29

B Ages 30+

28%

Less than once a month Once a month or more

¢
7

4
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Most American Jews, including young adults, observe a
number of important Jewish holidays and rituals.

—

4

72% 72% 0
P 60% 272 i 00% 62%

S8%

A
Light Chanukah candles Hold/attend Passover Fast on Yom Kippur*

seder

[1 Ages 18-24 E Ages 25-29 B Ages 30+
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Increasing Jewish activity and the importance of religion vary
little by age, though there 1s a small decline among 25-29
year-olds.

Level of Jewish — 27%
activity has .
increased in the 26%

pastS years* 29%

RYA
.Rellglon 1s. Vef‘y 27%
important in life

AN

[1Ages 18-24 [ Ages 25-29 H Ages 30+
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Organizational affiliations also show a small decline
among 25-29 year-olds.

50%
41% 467
31%
14% 3%
° 14%
10% ° 10%
A
Synagogue member in JCC member* Other Jewish organization
household* member*

O Ages 18-24 @ Ages 25-29 H Ages 30+
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On these measures, Jews ages 25-29 again show a small
decline relative to 18-24 year olds.

[] Ages 18-24
B Ages 25-29 ST%
l Ages 30+ 41% 350,
23% 18% 26%
Volunteer for Jewish Lives in household where

organization*® someone donates to a Jewish
cause”

4
/

4
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Using the Internet for Jewish purposes 1s more
common among younger than older adults.

63% 66%
e 54
0 55% )
50% 3% 539,
37%
A
Read a Jewish newspaper or Read Jewish book* Used internet for Jewish
magazine* information*

[1Ages 18-24 [ Ages 25-29 [ Ages 30+
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Young adults are less likely to have been to Israel and to
feel very emotionally attached to Israel than older adults,
but are as likely or more to have family and friends there.

4

e

54%

43% 44%

37%

o
239 27%

Ever been to Israel Family and friends in Very emotionally attached
Israel* to Israel

O Ages 18-24 E Ages 25-29

W Ages 30+
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Adults 18-24 are more likely to see Israel as the spiritual center
of the Jewish people, while adults 30 and over are more likely
to think Israel still needs the financial support of US Jews.

35% 36%

32%

A

Jews in U.S. and Israel share a

common destiny*

67%

36% 559

Israel is the spiritual center of the

46%

56%
44%

Israel still needs the financial

Jewish people* support of the American Jews*

[1 Ages 18-24

[ Ages 25-29 W Ages 30+
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On some but not all measures, younger Jews have weaker
feelings about Jewish peoplehood than older Jews.

U.S. and Jews elsewhere share common destiny
(strongly agree)™

Strong sense of belonging to the Jewish people (strongly
agree)”

Special responsibility to take care of Jews in need
(strongly agree)*

American Jews have a greater responsibility to rescue
Jews than non Jews in distress (strongly agree)*

I—
36%

[1 Ages 18-24 B Ages 25-29

| 38%
I 62%
47%
47%
— 31%
RIINZ
129%
— 30%
20%
| 22%
B Ages 30+
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Similar discrepancies between younger and older Jews are
evident on these measures of Jewish i1dentity.

S39
Regard being Jewish as very important in —0 &
life™ 45%

46%

(1)
I have a clear sense of what being Jewish q 13%
0

means to me (strongly agree)*
64%

78%
Feel very positive about being Jewish* 70%

76%

[1 Ages 18-24 E Ages 25-29 M Ages 30+
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The percentage of Jews with two born Jewish parents declines
from older to younger age groups, a result of increasing

Intermarriage over time.

48%

S58%

79%

AN

Two born Jewish parents
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Younger Jews have fewer close friends who are
Jewish than do Jews 30 and over.

4

42°
/o 41%

36%

28%

o
2 21%

8%

All Most About half Some None

[] Ages 18-24 E Ages 25-29 B Ages 30+
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Among those who are dating, most date both Jews and non-
Jews, and at most a quarter date only or mostly Jews.*

[ Ages 18-24 M Ages 25-29 M Ages 30+ 75% 729/,

71%

25Y%
20% 27 590,

6% 5o, 270

-

Only/mostly Jews Only/mostly non Jews Both Jews and non Jews
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Among those who are not married, younger adults are more

likely than older adults to say having a Jewish spouse in the
future 1s “very important” to them.*

35% .
30% ., 29% 32% 34%
25% 26%, 287 —

21%

122, 13% 14%

-
Very important Somewhat Not very Not important at
important important all

[ Ages 18-24 [ Ages 25-29 B Ages 30+
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Questions?
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