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Survey Methodology



Random Digit Dialing
For every combination of Area Code/Exchange Code 
in the US, Add 4 Random Numbers to make a 10 
digit telephone number.
This gives every American household (with a 
telephone) an equal probability of being called.
The percentage of households reached which are 
Jewish households can then be applied to the 2000 
Census estimate of households to yield an estimate 
of the number of Jews.
Oversampling in areas of heavy Jewish 
concentration and undersampling in lighter areas.



Jewish Population Size



The American Jewish Community

Jews

Non-Jews

5,100,000

1,500,000

6,700,000 persons live in 2,900,000 Jewish households

76%

100,000 Jews in 
Institutions





Geographic
Profile



Core Area

The BeachesNon-Core Area

78%

9%14%

Core Area

The Beaches
Non-Core Area

64%

17%19%

Geographic Distribution
of Jewish Households

1994 2002
14% shift out of the Core Area,

but no significant decrease in number
of Jewish households in the Core Area



Own Home

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Home Ownership
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Probability of Moving
Within the Next Three Years

Definitely

Probably

Probably Not

Definitely Not

Don't Know

15%

17%

31%

35%

2%



Definitely/Probably Moving

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Definitely or Probably Moving
Within the Next Three Years

* Very likely or somewhat likely moving
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Demographic
Profile
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Age Distribution-All Americans
Median Age is 35 years     12% are age 65 and over     6% are age 75 and over



Age Distribution--Washington

Median Age is 45.6 years  20% are Age 65 and Over  12% are Age 75 and Over
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Age 0-17
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Age 65 and Over
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Age 75 and Over
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Core Area
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Household Size

1 Person

2 Persons

3 Persons

4 Persons

5+ Persons

30%

39%

13%
11%

7%

Data are for the entire sample of 5.2 million Jews.



Average Household Size
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Average Household Size
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Household Structure

 

Single Parent
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Under 65 Married,
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Single Under 65

Other
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No Children

No Children



Married Households with Children 
Age 0-17 at Home
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Married Households
with No Children at Home 
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Married Households Age 65 and Over
with No Children at Home
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Single Female Households Age 65 and Over
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Marital Status

Married for
First Time

Divorced,
Remarried

Widowed,
Remarried

Single, Never
Married

Currently
Divorced

Currently
Widowed
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1% 18%

6%

6%

(Adults in Jewish Households)
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Currently Widowed
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Divorce Rate
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Level of Secular Education

No
Degree

High
School
Degree

 

Some
College

2-Year
College
Degree

4-Year
College
Degree

Graduate
Degree

2%
18%

14%

10% 36%

21%

(Adults in Jewish Households)
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4-Year College Degree or Higher
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Employment Status

Employed
Full

Time

Employed
Part Time

Unemployed

Retired

Homemaker 

Student
Disabled

55%

8%
1%

22%

7%
6%2%

(Adults in Jewish Households)



Employed Full Time
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Retired
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Household Income
(In thousands)
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$200+
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Data are for the entire sample of 5.2 million Jews.



Median Household Income
(In dollars adjusted for inflation)
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Income Under $25,000
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Earn Under $25,000
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Income $100,000 and Over
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Data are for the entire sample of 5.2 million Jews.



Earn $100,000 and Over
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Attitudes
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Somewhat Agree

Somewhat Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Neutral

3%

14%

18%

63%

1%

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.

I feel Like an Outsider in American Society 
Because I am a Jew



I feel Like an Outsider in American Society 
Because I am a Jew

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Strongly Agree

Somewhat Agree

Somewhat Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Neutral

37%

37%

16%
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4%

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.

Jews in the United States and Israel
Share a Common Destiny



Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Jews in the United States and Israel
Share a Common Destiny
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Strongly Agree

Somewhat Agree Somewhat Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Neutral

57%

27% 9%

5%
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Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.

Israel is the Spiritual Center
of the Jewish People



Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Israel is the Spiritual Center
of the Jewish People
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Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.

When People Are in Distress, American Jews Have a Greater 
Responsibility to Rescue Jews Than Non-Jews



Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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When People Are in Distress, American Jews Have a Greater 
Responsibility to Rescue Jews Than Non-Jews
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56%
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Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.

Israel Still Needs
the Financial Support of American Jews



Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Israel Still Needs
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Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.

I Support the Actions of Some Orthodox Groups in 
Israel to Limit Conservative and Reform Judaism



Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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I Support the Actions of Some Orthodox Groups in 
Israel to Limit Conservative and Reform Judaism

Strongly Agree + Agree
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Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.

I Support the Actions of Israelis to Limit the 
Power of the Orthodox over Religious Matters



Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Religious
Profile



Jewish Identification

Orthodox 10%

Conservative 27%
Reconstructionist 2%

Reform 34%

Just Jewish 27%

8%

25%
2%

35%

30%

Percentage of Households in Pie Slice, Percentage of Jews in Labels

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.



Percentage Orthodox

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Percentage Conservative

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Percentage Reconstructionist

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Percentage Reform

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Percentage Just Jewish

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Orthodox Identification
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Conservative Identification
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Reform Identification
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Just Jewish Identification
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Mezuzah on Any Door of Home

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Have a Mezuzah on the Front Door
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Held or Attended a Seder Last Year

Data are for the entire sample of 5.2 million Jews.
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Held or Attended a Seder Last Year

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Held or Attended a Seder Last Year

Data are for the “less-Jewishly connected” sample of 900,000 Jews.
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Participate in Passover Seder
Always + Usually
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Lit Chanukah Candles at Least Some Nights Last Year

Data are for the entire sample of 5.2 million Jews.
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Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Lit Chanukah Candles at Least Some Nights Last Year



Data are for the “less-Jewishly connected” sample of 900,000 Jews.
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Light Chanukah Candles
Always + Usually
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Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Light Sabbath Candles
Always + Usually
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Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Such as Sitting Shiva, Saying Kaddish, or Going to Synagogue



Data are for the “less Jewishly-connected” sample of 900,000 Jews.
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Data are for the entire sample  of 5.2 million Jews.

74%

67% 68%

60%

68%

Northeast Midwest South West US
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

P
er

ce
n t

ag
e  

of
 J

e w
is

h  
Ad

u l
ts

Observed Any Jewish Mourning or Memorial Ritual
Such as Sitting Shiva, Saying Kaddish, or Going to Synagogue



Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Keep Kosher
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20%
20%

18%

17%
17%
17%
17%

16%
16%

15%
15%

13%
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12%
12%

11%

10%
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In Home In/Out of Home

Communities shown with white bars asked 
about keeping a kosher home only.



Had a Christmas Tree Last Christmas

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Have a Christmas Tree in the Home
Always + Usually + Sometimes
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Synagogue Attendance

*or only for weddings/B'nai Mitzvah
Never*

Only High Holidays

Few Times per Year

Once per Month or More

54%

14%

15%

17%

Data are for the entire sample of 5.2 million Jews.



Synagogue Attendance

*or only for weddings/B'nai Mitzvah
Never*

Only High Holidays

Few Times per Year

Once per Month or More

40%

18%

19%
23%

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.



Never Attend Services *

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Never Attend Services
(or only for weddings/B'nai Mitzvah)

41%
40%

38%
36%

34%
32%
32%
32%
32%
32%

31%
31%

29%
29%
29%
29%
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Attend Services Once Per Month +

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Attend Services
Once per Month or More
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Read a Jewish Newspaper, Magazine or Other Publication

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Listen to a Tape, CD, Record Because it Contained Jewish Content

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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See a Move or Rent a Video Because it Had Jewish Content

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Read a Book, Other than the Bible, Because It Had Jewish Content

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Used the  Internet for Jewish-Related Information

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Used the Internet for Jewish-Related
Information in the Past Year

42%

41%

41%

40%

40%

39%

33%

33%

30%

29%

Jacksonville

Tucson

Tidewater

NJPS 2000
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How Many of Your Closest Friends are Jewish?

None

Some

About Half

Most 

All

9%

41%

20%
23%

8%

None

Some About Half

Most 

27%

60% 10%
3%

Data are for the “more 
Jewishly-connected” 
sample of 4.3 million 

Jews.

Data are for the “less  
Jewishly-connected” 

sample of
900,000 Jews.



Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Ability to Read Hebrew

Not at All

Sound Out Words Slowly

Read Words Fluently

42%

33%
26%

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.



Can Read Hebrew Slowly or Fluently

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Types of Marriage



Intermarried

Data are for the entire sample of 5.2 million Jews.
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Intermarriage
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31%
30%
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Membership
Profile



Lifetime Synagogue Membership

Current Member

Member in Past

Never Been a Member

40%

25%

35%

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.



Current Reported Synagogue Membership

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Reported Current Synagogue Membership
60%
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56%
56%
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Current Reported Synagogue Membership
in Households with Children

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Current Synagogue Membership
of Households with Children
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Current Reported Synagogue Membership
in Intermarried Households

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.

23% 24%
29%

17%
23%

Northeast Midwest South West US
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

P
er

ce
n t

ag
e  

of
 H

ou
se

ho
ld

s



Current Synagogue Membership
of Intermarried Households 
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Orthodox Synagogue Membership

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Conservative Synagogue Membership

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.

34% 32%
37%

28%
33%

Northeast Midwest South West US
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

P
er

ce
n t

ag
e  

of
 H

ou
se

ho
ld

s



Reform Synagogue Membership

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Denomination of Synagogue Membership:
Orthodox

46%
27%

22%
21%

19%
16%
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*Based upon the Telephone Survey; 
other communities are based upon 
the Synagogue Survey

(Synagogue Member Households)



Denomination of Synagogue Membership:
Conservative
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Denomination of Synagogue Membership:
Reform
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JCC Membership

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Current Membership in Local JCC
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JCC Membership in Households with Children

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Current Membership in Local JCC
of Households with Children
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JCC Participation

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Participated in a Local JCC Program
in the Past Year
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Jewish Organization Membership Other than a Synagogue or JCC

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Current Jewish Organization Membership
Other Than a Synagogue or a JCC 
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Associated with the Jewish Community

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Association with the Jewish Community
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Jewish Education of Adults



Formal Jewish Education
(Born Jewish Adults)

None
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Received Some Formal Jewish Education
as Children
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Received a Jewish Day School Education
as Children
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32%

13%
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Received a Jewish Day School Education
as Children by Age



Households in Which an Adult Attended
Jewish Education as a Child
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95%
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77%
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46%
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Attended or Worked at a
Jewish Sleep Away Camp as a Child
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Attended or Worked at a
Jewish Sleep Away Camp as a Child by Age
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Households in Which an Adult Attended or 
Worked at a Jewish Sleep Away Camp as a Child
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Was Active in a Jewish Teenage Youth Group
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Participated in Hillel While in College
(Other than High Holidays) 
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Participated in Hillel While in College by Age
(Other than High Holidays) 
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Attended an Adult Jewish Education 
Class or Program in the Past Year
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Jewish Education
of Children



Preschool/Child Care Enrollment
(Jewish Children Age 0-5)

Not in Preschool
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Preschool

Non-Jewish
Preschool
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50%
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Market Share for
Jewish Preschool/Child Care
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Type of School Attended

Public
School

Non-Jewish
Private

Jewish
Day School

52%

8%

41%

(Jewish Children Age 5-12)

School



Enrolled in Jewish Day School
41%
41%

29%
27%
27%

26%
25%
25%

24%
23%

22%
21%
21%

20%
16%

14%
14%
14%

13%
12%

11%
11%

2%

Bergen
Jacksonville

Miami
Monmouth
Harrisburg

South Palm Beach
Rhode Island

Milwaukee
Detroit

Philadelphia
Tidewater
Richmond

St. Petersburg
Tucson

Broward
Charlotte

Atlanta
Wilmington
Rochester

Washington, D.C.
Hartford

West Palm Beach
Westport

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%



Market Share for Jewish Day School
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Current Enrollment of Jewish Children
in Formal Jewish Education

(Based upon the Jewish Institutions Survey)

Age 5-12 Age 13-17
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Jewish Children Age 5-12
Currently Enrolled in Formal Jewish Education
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Jewish Children Age 13-17
Currently Enrolled in Formal Jewish Education
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Is/Has Been Enrolled

Will Enroll

Will Not Enroll

85%

5%

11%

Receipt of Some Formal Jewish Education
(Jewish Children Age 6-17)
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Will Receive Some Formal Jewish Education



Conditions Preventing Jewish Children
from Receiving a Jewish Education

5.8% (83 households) of households with Jewish children age 0-17 have 
children with a learning disability or other special needs that has prevented 
them from receiving a Jewish education

2.2% (32 households) of households with Jewish children age 0-17 have 
children with a health condition that has prevented them from receiving a 
Jewish education

In total, due to the overlap between the above groups, 6.4% (92 households) 
with Jewish children age 0-17 have children with a learning disabilities or a 
health condition that has prevented them from receiving a Jewish education

)

)

)



Day Camp Attendance This Past Summer
(Jewish Children Age 0-17)

Jewish Camp
Non-Jewish Camp

Not to Camp
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7%
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Jewish Day Camp Attendance
 This Past Summer
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Jewish Camp

Non-Jewish Camp

Not to Camp

19%

4%

77%

Sleep Away Camp Attendance This Past Summer
(Jewish Children Age 6-17)



Jewish Sleep Away Camp Attendance
This Past Summer
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Membership in a Jewish Teenage Youth Group
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Social Service
Needs



Households in Which a Member is Health Limited

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Households in Which a Member
Is Health Limited

*Did not ask if needs daily assistance
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Need for Job Counseling in the Past Year
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Jewish
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Other
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Need for Programs in the Past Year

21.9%

9.7%

Single Programs *

Learning Disabled Programs **
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Programs
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No
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Jewish children age 0-17
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Need for Singles Programs in the Past Year
(Households with Single Jewish Adults Age 18-64)
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Need for Programs for Jewish Children
with Learning Disabilities in the Past Year
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Need for Home Health Care for the Elderly 
in the Past Year
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Need for Nursing Home Care in the Past Year
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Israel



Been to Israel

46%
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Emotional Attachment to Israel

Very

Somewhat

Not Very

Not
Attached

25%

35%

22%

19%

(Jewish Respondents Only)



Very/Somewhat Attached to Israel
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Very

Somewhat

Not Very

Not At All

37%

51%

9%

3%

Familiarity with the Current Social
and Political Situation in  Israel



Very Familiarity with the Current Social
and Political Situation in  Israel
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Anti-Semitism



Experienced Anti-Semitism in the Past Year
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31%
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(Jewish Respondents Only)

Personally Experienced Anti-Semitism
in Local Community in the Past Year



Perception of Anti-Semitism in United States

Great Deal

Moderate Amount

Little

None at All

34%

48%

17%
1%

(Respondents Only)



Perceive a Great Deal/Moderate Amount of Anti-Semitism

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Perception of Anti-Semitism
in Local Community
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Philanthropic
Profile:

Jewish Federation Donations



Jewish Federation Market Segments
in the Past Year

Donated

Asked,
Did Not
Donate

Not Asked
to Donate

28%
9%

64%



Donated to the Jewish Federation in the Past Year

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Not Asked for a Donation to the Jewish Federation
in the Past Year

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Not Asked to Donate
to Local Jewish Federation in the Past Year
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% of Households Asked Who Did Not Donate
to Local Jewish Federation in the Past Year



Donated to Jewish Federation
in the Past Year

Nothing

Under
$100

$100-$500

$500+

Unreported
Amount

72%

13%

8%

4%
4%



Donated $100 and Over to the Jewish Federation
in the Past Year

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Donated to Local Jewish Federation in the Past Year
and Reported Amount Donated

(Based upon the Telephone Survey)
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Donated to Local Jewish Federation in the Past Year
Head of Household Under Age 35
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Philanthropic Profile:
Other Donations



Donated to Other Jewish Charities 
in the Past Year

Nothing
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$100-$500

$500+
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(Excluding Jewish Federations)



Donated to Other Jewish Charities
 in the Past Year

(Excluding Jewish Federations)
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Donated $1,000 and Over to Other Jewish Charities
by Households Who Donated

to Other Jewish Charities in the Past Year

30%
22%

17%
17%

16%
15%

13%
13%
13%
13%

12%
12%
12%

11%
11%
11%

8%
6%
6%

5%

Baltimore
Bergen

Charlotte
Jacksonville
NJPS 2000

Sarasota
Tucson

Westport
Hartford

Rhode Island
York

Atlanta
West Palm Beach

Tidewater
Milwaukee
Wilmington
Rochester
Monmouth

Martin-St. Lucie
Broward

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

(Excluding Jewish Federations)



Donated to Any Jewish Charity in the Past Year

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.

51% 53%
50%

42%

49%

Northeast Midwest South West US
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

P
er

ce
n t

ag
e  

of
 H

ou
se

ho
ld

s



Donated to Any Jewish Charity in the Past Year
(Including Jewish Federations)
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Overlap Between Households Who Donated
to 0ther Jewish Charities and Jewish Federations

in the Past Year

Other Jewish
Only

 

Both

Neither

23%

7%

19%

51%

Jewish Federations
Only



Donated to Other Jewish Charities Only
in the Past Year
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Donated to Non-Jewish Charities
in the Past Year

Nothing

Under
$100

$100-$500

$500+

37%

24%
25%

14%



Donated to Non-Jewish Charities in the Past Year

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Donated to Non-Jewish Charities in the Past Year
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Overlap Between Households Who Donated
to Jewish and Non-Jewish Charities

in the Past Year

Non-Jewish
Only

Jewish
Only

Both

Neither
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41%

26%



Donated Only to Non-Jewish Charities
in the Past Year
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Philanthropic Profile:
Wills and Volunteerism



Charitable Provisions in Wills
(Respondents Age 50 and Over Only)

No Wills

No
Charities

Jewish Charities*

Non-Jewish Charities

27%

58%
11%

4%



Have Will with a Provision for a Jewish Charity

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Have Wills That Contain Provisions
for Jewish Charities

19%
17%

16%
16%

15%
14%

13%
12%
12%
12%

11%
10%
10%

9%
9%
9%
9%
9%

8%
8%
8%

7%
6%

Milwaukee
Sarasota

Rochester
St. Louis

South Broward
Harrisburg

Tucson
Hartford

York
South Palm Beach

NJPS 2000
Rhode Island

West Palm Beach
Jacksonville

Westport
Atlanta

Wilmington
Richmond

Bergen
Tidewater
Charlotte
Broward

Monmouth
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%



Volunteered for a Jewish Organization in the Past Year

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.

23%
28%

23%
20%

23%

Northeast Midwest South West US
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

P
er

ce
n t

ag
e  

of
 H

ou
se

ho
ld

s



Volunteered for Jewish Organizations
 in the Past Year
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Volunteered for a Non-Jewish Organization in the Past Year

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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Volunteered for Non-Jewish Organizations
in the Past Year
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Volunteered for Jewish and Non-Jewish 
Organizations in the Past Year

Non-Jewish Only

Both 

Neither

Jewish Only

20%
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8%



Volunteered for a Non-Jewish Organization ONLY
in the Past Year

Data are for the “more Jewishly-connected” sample of 4.3 million Jews.
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