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WORLD JEWISH POPULATION, 2013 
 

At the beginning of 2013, the world’s Jewish population was estimated at 
13,854,800—an increase of 101,500 (0.74%) over the 2012 revised estimate 
(DellaPergola 2010, 2012). The world's total population increased by 1.16% in 
2012 (Population Reference Bureau 2012). World Jewry hence increased at 
less than two thirds the general population growth rate. 

Figure 1 illustrates changes in the number of Jews worldwide, in Israel, 
and, in the aggregate, in the rest of the world—commonly referred to as the 
Diaspora—as well as changes in the world's total population between 1945 
and 2013. The world's core Jewish population was estimated at 11 million in 
1945. The core Jewish population concept assumes mutually exclusive sub-
populations even though multiple cultural identities are an increasingly 
frequent feature in contemporary societies (see more under definitions below). 
While 13 years were needed to add one million Jews after the tragic human 
losses of World War II and the Shoah, 47 more years were needed to add 
another million (DellaPergola, Rebhun, and Tolts 2000).  

Since the 1970s, world Jewry stagnated at zero population growth for 
nearly 20 years, with some recovery during the first decade of the 21st 
century. This was the result of the combination of two very different 
demographic trends in Israel and in the Diaspora. Israel's Jewish population 
increased linearly from an initial one-half million in 1945 to over 6 million in 
2013. The Diaspora, from an initial 10.5 million in 1945, was quite stable until 
the early 1970s, when it started decreasing to the current 7.8 million. The 
world's total population increased more than threefold from 2.315 billion in 
1945 to 7.080 billion in 2012 and 7.162 billion in 2013. Thus, the relative 
share of Jews among the world’s total population steadily diminished from 
4.75 per 1,000 in 1945 to 1.96-1.93 per 1,000 currently. 

Two countries, Israel and the US, accounted for over 82% of the 2013 
total, another 16 countries, each with more than 18,000 Jews, accounted for 
another 16%, and another 77 countries, each with Jewish populations below 
18,000, accounted for the remaining 2%. Figure 2 shows the largest core 
Jewish populations.  

Israel’s Jewish population (not including over 318,000 persons not 
recorded as Jews in the Population Register and belonging to families initially 
admitted to the country within the framework of the Law of Return) surpassed 
six million in 2013 (43.4% of world Jewry). This represented a population 
increase of 113,200 (1.92%) in 2012. In 2012, the Jewish population of the 
Diaspora decreased by 11,700 (-0.15%). The core Jewish population in the 
US was assessed at 5,425,000 (39.2% of world Jewry) and was estimated to 
have slightly increased over the past 10 years, after probably reaching its 
peak after 1980, followed by several subsequent years of moderate decline. 
Jews in the rest of the world were assessed at 2,415,500 (17.4% of world 
Jewry).  

After critically reviewing all available evidence on Jewish demographic 
trends, it is plausible to claim that Israel now hosts the largest Jewish 
community worldwide, although some researchers—including in this volume—  



 

Fig. 1  World total population and Jewish population core definition, 1945‐2013 

   



 

Fig. 2  Largest core Jewish populations, 2013 
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may disagree (Saxe and Tighe, 2013; Sheskin and Dashefsky, 2010, 2013). 
Demography has produced a transition of singular importance for Jewish 
history and destiny—the return of the Jews to a geographical distribution 
significantly rooted in their ancestral homeland. This has occurred through 
daily, minor, slow and diverse changes affecting human birth and death, 
geographical mobility, and the willingness of millions of persons to identify 
with a Jewish collective concept—no matter how specified in its details. At the 
same time, Israel's Jewish population faces a challenging demographic 
balance with its gradually diminishing majority status vis-à-vis the Palestinian 
Arab population that lives in the same territory.  

Israel’s current Jewish population growth—although slower than during 
the 1990s—reflects a continuing substantial natural increase generated by a 
combination of relatively high fertility (3.0 children per Jewish woman on 
average in 2010) and a young age composition (26% under age 15 and only 
12% age 65 and over as of 2011). These two drivers of demographic 
growth—above-replacement fertility and a balanced age composition—do not 
simultaneously exist among any other Jewish population worldwide, including 
the US. Other than a few cases of growth due to international migration (for 
example, Canada, Australia, and until recently, Germany), the number of 
Jews in Diaspora countries has tended to diminish at varying rates. The 
causes for these decreases are low Jewish birth rates, an increasingly elderly 
age composition, and a dubious balance between persons who join Judaism 
(accessions) and those who drop or lose their Jewish identity (secessions). 

All this holds true regarding the core Jewish population, which does not 
include non-Jewish members of Jewish households, persons of Jewish 
ancestry who profess another monotheistic religion, other non-Jews of Jewish 
ancestry, other non-Jews connected with Jews, and other non-Jews who may 
be interested in Jewish matters. If an enlarged Jewish population definition is 
considered, including non-Jews who have Jewish parents, a global aggregate 
population estimate of 15,773,000 is obtained. By adding non-Jewish 
members of Jewish households, the enlarged estimate grows to 18,197,000. 
Finally, under the comprehensive three-generation and lateral provisions of 
Israel's Law of Return, the total Jewish and non-Jewish eligible population can 
be roughly estimated at 21,650,000. The US holds a significantly larger 
enlarged Jewish population aggregate than Israel—8.3 million compared to 
6.3 million, respectively. (See Appendix A and further discussion of 
definitions below.) 

Fundamentals of Jewish Population Change 
Jewish population size and composition reflect the continuous interplay of 
various factors that operate from both outside and inside the Jewish 
community. 
 Regarding external factors, since the end of the 1980s, major 
geopolitical and socioeconomic changes in the world significantly affected 
Jewish population trends. Leading factors included the disintegration of the 
Soviet Union, Germany’s reunification, the EU’s gradual expansion to 27 
states (28 with the inclusion of Croatia as of June 2013), South Africa’s 
transition away from the apartheid regime, political and economic instability 
but also democratization and growth in several Central and South American 
countries, and a highly volatile situation in Israel and the Middle East. Large-
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scale emigration from the former Soviet Union (FSU) and also from Ethiopia, 
and rapid population growth in Israel were the most visible effects, 
accompanied by other significant Jewish population transfers, such as the 
movement of Jews from Central and South America to the US, particularly 
South Florida and Southern California. Shifts in group allegiances, reflecting 
broader trends in religious and national identities, as well as intermarriage 
patterns also played a role in shaping Jewish population size and 
composition. 
 Reflecting these global trends, more than 82% of world Jews currently 
live in two countries, the US and Israel, and over 95% are concentrated in the 
ten largest communities. In 2013, the G8 countries—the world's eight leading 
economies (Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Russian Federation, UK, 
and US)—comprised over 88% of the total Diaspora Jewish population. Thus, 
the aggregate of just a few major Jewish population centers virtually 
determines the assessment of world Jewry’s total size and trends. The 
continuing realignment of world Jewish geography toward the major centers of 
economic development and political power provides a robust yardstick for 
further explanation and prediction of Jewish demography (DellaPergola, 
Rebhun, and Tolts 2005). 
 Regarding internal factors, the defining prerogative of demography is 
that populations do not surge from a vacuum but rather reflect an 
uninterrupted chain of events that relay the same population from an earlier to 
a later point in time. Of the three major determinants of population change, 
two are shared by all populations: (a) the balance of vital events (births and 
deaths); and (b) the balance of international migration (immigration and 
emigration). Both factors affect increases or decreases in the physical 
presence of persons in a given place. The third determinant consists of 
identification changes or passages (accessions and secessions), and applies 
only to populations—often referred to as sub-populations—that are defined by 
some cultural, symbolic, or other specific peculiarity, as is the case for Jews. 
Identification changes do not affect people’s physical presence but rather their 
willingness or ability to identify with a particular religious, ethnic, or otherwise 
culturally-defined group. One cannot undervalue the quantitative impact of 
passages that occur in either direction regarding individual perceptions and 
emotional attachments to group identities. Some of these passages are 
sanctioned through a normative ceremony under a given religious 
denomination, and some are not. 
 The 2013 Jewish population data were updated from 2012 and 
previous years in accordance with the known or estimated quantity of vital 
events, migrations, and Jewish identification shifts. In the updating procedure, 
when data on intervening changes were available, empirically ascertained or 
assumed, effects of change were applied accordingly and consistently added 
to or subtracted from previous estimates. If the evidence was that intervening 
changes balanced one another, Jewish population size was not changed. This 
procedure has proven highly effective. Most often, when improved Jewish 
population estimates reflecting a new Census or socio-demographic survey 
became available, our annually updated estimates proved to be on target. 
 The research findings reported here tend to confirm the estimates 
reported in previous years and, perhaps more importantly, a coherent 
interpretation of the trends now prevailing in world Jewish demography (Bachi 
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1976; Schmelz 1981, 1984; DellaPergola 1995, 1999, 2001, 2011). Concisely 
stated, a strongly positive balance of Jewish vital events (births and deaths) is 
seen in Israel versus a negative balance in nearly all other countries. A 
positive migration balance is seen in Israel, the US, Canada, Australia, and in 
a few other Western countries, while a negative migration balance prevails in 
Central and South America, South Africa, Eastern Europe, Muslim countries, 
and several countries in Western Europe. Israel sees a positive balance of 
accessions to Judaism over secessions, while an often negative, or, in any 
event, rather uncertain, balance of formal and especially informal passages 
prevails elsewhere. 
 While allowing for improvements and corrections, the 2013 population 
estimates highlight the increasing complexity of socio-demographic and 
identification factors underlying Jewish population patterns. This complexity is 
magnified at a time of pervasive internal and international migration and 
increasing transnationalism, sometimes implying bi-local residences and, 
thus, a double counting of people on the move or who permanently share their 
time between different places. In this study special attention is paid to 
avoiding double counts of internationally mobile and multi-local persons. Even 
more intriguing can be the position of persons who hold more than one 
cultural identity and may periodically shift from one to another. Available data 
sources only imperfectly allow documenting these complexities, hence Jewish 
population estimates are far from perfect. Some errors can be corrected at a 
later stage. Consequently, analysts should resign themselves to the paradox 
of the permanently provisional nature of Jewish population estimates. 
 

Definitions 
A major problem with Jewish population estimates produced by individual 
scholars or Jewish organizations is the lack of uniformity in definitional 
criteria—when the issue of defining the Jewish population is addressed at all. 
The problem is magnified when one tries to address the Jewish population 
globally, trying to provide a coherent and uniform definitional framework to 
Jews who live in very different institutional, cultural and socioeconomic 
environments. The study of a Jewish population (or of any other population 
subgroup) requires solving three main problems: 
 

1) defining the target group on the basis of conceptual or normative 
criteria aimed at providing the best possible description of that group—
which in the case of Jewry is no minor task in itself; 

2) identifying the group thus defined based on tools that operationally 
allow for distinguishing and selecting the target group from the rest of 
the population—through membership lists, surnames, areas of 
residence, or other random or non-random procedures; and 

3) covering the target group through appropriate field work—in person, by 
telephone, by Internet, or otherwise. Most often in the actual 
experience of social research, and contrary to ideal procedures, the 
definitional task is performed at the stage of identification, and the 
identification task is performed at the stage of actual fieldwork. 
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 It thus clearly appears that the quantitative study of Jewish populations 
relies mostly on operational, not normative, definitional criteria. Its conceptual 
aspects, far from pure theory, heavily depend on practical and logistical 
feasibility. The ultimate empirical step—obtaining relevant data from relevant 
persons—crucially reflects the readiness of people to cooperate in the data 
collection effort. In recent years, as cooperation rates have decreased in 
social surveys, the amount, content, and validity of information gathered have 
been affected detrimentally. These declining cooperation rates reflect the 
identification outlook of the persons who are part of the target population—
that outlook which is itself an integral part of the investigation. No method 
exists to break this vicious cycle. Therefore, research findings reflect, with 
varying degrees of sophistication, only that which is possible to uncover. 
Anything that cannot be uncovered directly can sometimes be estimated 
through various imperfect techniques. Beyond that, we enter the virtual world 
of myths, hopes, fears, and corporate interests. No methodology exists to 
demonstrate the actual nature of some of these claims—at least not within the 
limits of a non-fictional work such as this. 
 Keeping this in mind, four major definitional concepts should be 
considered to provide serious comparative foundations to the study of Jewish 
demography (Figure 3). 
  In most Diaspora countries, the concept of core Jewish population 
(initially suggested by Kosmin et al. 1991) includes all persons who, when 
asked in a socio-demographic survey, identify themselves as Jews; or who 
are identified as Jews by a respondent in the same household, and do not 
have another monotheistic religion. Such a definition of a person as a Jew, 
reflecting subjective perceptions, broadly overlaps but does not necessarily 
coincide with Halakhah (Jewish law) or other normatively binding definitions. 
Inclusion does not depend on any measure of that person’s Jewish 
commitment or behavior in terms of religiosity, beliefs, knowledge, communal 
affiliation, or otherwise. The core Jewish population includes people who 
identify as Jews by religion, as well as others who are not interested in 
religion but see themselves as Jews by ethnicity or by other cultural criteria. 
Some others do not even recognize themselves as Jews when asked, but 
they descend from Jewish parents and do not hold another religious identity. 
All these people are considered to be part of the core Jewish population which 
also includes all converts to Judaism by any procedure, as well as other 
people who declare they are Jewish even without conversion. Persons of 
Jewish parentage who adopted another monotheistic religion are excluded, as 
are persons of Jewish origin who in censuses or socio-demographic surveys 
explicitly identify with a non-Jewish religious group without having formally 
converted out. The core concept offers an intentionally comprehensive and 
pragmatic approach reflecting the nature of many available demographic data 
sources.  
 In the Diaspora, such data often derive from population censuses or 
socio-demographic surveys where interviewees have the option to decide how 
to answer relevant questions on religious or ethnic identities. In Israel, 
personal status is subject to the rulings of the Ministry of the Interior, which 
relies on criteria established by rabbinic authorities and by the Israeli 
Supreme Court (Corinaldi 2001). In Israel, therefore, the core Jewish 
population does not simply express subjective identification but reflects  



 

Fig. 3  Configuring contemporary Jewish populations 
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definite legal rules. This entails matrilineal Jewish origin, or conversion to 
Judaism, and not holding another religion. Documentation to prove a person’s 
Jewish status may include non-Jewish sources. 

A major research issue of growing impact is whether core Jewish 
identification can or should be mutually exclusive with other religious and/or 
ethnic identities. In a much debated study—the 2000-01 US National Jewish 
Population Survey (NJPS 2000-01)—the solution chosen was to allow for 
Jews with multiple religious identities to be included under certain 
circumstances in the standard core Jewish population definition. This resulted 
in a rather multi-layered and not mutually exclusive definition of the US Jewish 
population. In the NJPS 2000-01 version initially processed and circulated by 
United Jewish Communities (now The Jewish Federations of North America), 
a Jew was defined as a person whose religion is Judaism, OR whose religion 
is Judaism and something else, OR who has no religion and has at least one 
Jewish parent or a Jewish upbringing, OR who has a non-monotheistic 
religion and has at least one Jewish parent or a Jewish upbringing (Kotler-
Berkowitz et al. 2003). A category of Persons of Jewish Background (PJBs) 
was introduced by NJPS 2000-01. Some PJBs were included in the Jewish 
population count and others were not, based on a more thorough evaluation 
of each individual ancestry and childhood. (See further comprehensive 
discussions of the demography of US Jews in Heilman 2005, 2013). 
  The recent research experience indicates that numerous people tend 
to shift their identities over time across the different layers of the core Jewish 
definition, and between core and non-core status. It is not uncommon to see 
those shifts across the boundary between being Jewish and being something 
else, as illustrated in Figure 3.  
 Following a similar logic, persons with multiple ethnic identities, 
including a Jewish one, have been included in total Jewish population counts 
for Canada. The adoption of such increasingly extended criteria by individual 
researchers tends to stretch Jewish population definitions with an expansive 
effect on Jewish population size beyond usual practices in the past and 
beyond the limits of the typical core definition. These procedures may respond 
to local needs and sensitivities but tend to limit the actual comparability of the 
same Jewish population over time and of different Jewish populations at one 
given time. 
 The concept of an enlarged Jewish population (initially suggested by 
DellaPergola 1975) includes the sum of: (a) the core Jewish population; (b) all 
other persons of Jewish parentage who—by core Jewish population criteria—
are not currently Jewish (non-Jews with Jewish background); and (c) all 
respective non-Jewish household members (spouses, children, etc.). Non-
Jews with Jewish background, as far as they can be ascertained, include: (a) 
persons who have adopted another religion, or otherwise opted out, although 
they may claim to be also Jewish by ethnicity or in some other way—with the 
caveat just mentioned for recent US and Canadian data; and (b) other 
persons with Jewish parentage who disclaim being Jewish. It logically follows 
that most PJBs who are not part of the US core Jewish population, as well as 
many Canadians declaring Jewish as one of multiple ethnicities naturally 
should be included under the enlarged definition.  
 The Law of Return, Israel’s distinctive legal framework for the 
acceptance and absorption of new immigrants, awards Jewish new 



14  
 

immigrants immediate citizenship and other civil rights. The Law of Entrance 
and Law of Citizenship apply to all other foreign arrivals, some of whom may 
ask for Israeli citizenship. According to the current, amended version of the 
Law of Return (Gavison 2009) a Jew is any person born to a Jewish mother or 
converted to Judaism (regardless of denomination—Orthodox, Conservative, 
Reconstructionist, or Reform), who does not have another religious identity. 
By ruling of Israel’s Supreme Court, conversion from Judaism, as in the case 
of some ethnic Jews who currently identify with another religion, entails loss of 
eligibility for Law of Return purposes. Thus, all the Falash Mura—a group of 
Ethiopian non-Jews of Jewish ancestry—must undergo conversion to be 
eligible for the Law of Return. The law as such does not affect a person’s 
Jewish status—which, as noted, is adjudicated by Israel’s Ministry of Interior 
and rabbinic authorities—but only for the specific benefits available under the 
Law of Return. This law extends its provisions to all current Jews, their 
children, and grandchildren, as well as to their respective Jewish or non-
Jewish spouses. As a result of its three-generation and lateral extension, the 
Law of Return applies to a large population—the so called aliyah eligible—
whose scope is significantly wider than the core and enlarged Jewish 
populations defined above (Corinaldi 1998). It is actually quite difficult to 
estimate the total size of the Law of Return population. Rough estimates of 
these higher figures are tentatively suggested below. 
 Some major Jewish organizations in Israel and the US—such as the 
Jewish Agency for Israel, the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, 
and the major Jewish Federations in the US—sponsor data collection and 
tend to influence the rules of research, rendering them increasingly more 
complex and flexible. Organizations are motivated by their mission toward 
their respective constituencies rather than by pure scientific criteria. In turn, 
the understandable interest of organizations to function and secure budgetary 
resources tends to influence them to cover Jewish populations increasingly 
similar to the enlarged and Law of Return definitions rather than to the core 
definition.  
 Some past socio-demographic surveys, by investigating people who 
were born or were raised or are currently Jewish, may have reached a 
population whose ancestors ever were Jewish, regardless of present 
identification. It is indeed customary in socio-demographic surveys to consider 
the religio-ethnic identification of parents. Some censuses, however, do ask 
about more distant ancestry. For both conceptual and practical reasons, the 
enlarged definition usually does not include other non-Jewish relatives who 
lack a Jewish background and live in exclusively non-Jewish households. 
Historians might wish to engage in the study of the number of Jews who ever 
lived and how many persons today are the descendants of those Jews—for 
example, Conversos who lived in the Iberian Peninsula during the Middle 
Ages. The early Jewish backgrounds of some population groups have been 
uncovered in recent studies of population genetics (Hammer et al. 2000; 
Behar et al. 2004; Behar et al. 2010). These long-term issues and analyses 
are beyond the purpose of the present study. 
 The estimates presented below of Jewish population distribution 
worldwide and in each continent, individual country, and major metropolitan 
area consistently aim at the concept of core Jewish population (Tables 1 - 6 
and Appendix A). The core definition is indeed the necessary starting point 
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for any admittedly relevant elaboration about the enlarged definition, or even 
broader definitions such as the Law of Return which will be estimated in 
Appendix A.  
 

Data Sources 
Data on population size, characteristics, and trends are a primary tool in the 
evaluation of Jewish community needs and prospects at the local level, 
nationally, and internationally. The estimates for major regions and individual 
countries reported herein reflect a prolonged and continuing effort to study 
scientifically the demography of contemporary world Jewry. Data collection 
and comparative research have benefited from the collaboration of scholars 
and institutions in many countries, including replies to direct inquiries 
regarding current estimates. It should be emphasized, however, that the 
elaboration of worldwide estimates for the Jewish populations of the various 
countries is beset with difficulties and uncertainties (Ritterband, Kosmin, and 
Scheckner 1988; DellaPergola 2002). The problem of data consistency is 
particularly acute, given the very different legal systems and organizational 
provisions under which Jewish communities operate in different countries. In 
spite of our keen efforts to create a unified analytic framework for Jewish 
population studies, users of Jewish population estimates should be aware of 
these difficulties and of the inherent limitations of our estimates. 
 The more recent data presented here on Israel, the US, and the rest of 
world Jewry reflect updated information on Jewish population that became 
available following the major rounds of national censuses and socio-
demographic surveys in countries with large but also smaller Jewish 
populations from 1999-2012. This new evidence generally confirmed our 
previous estimates, but sometimes suggested upward or downward revisions. 
 Over the past decades, the data available for a critical assessment of 
the worldwide Jewish demographic picture have expanded significantly. Some 
of this ongoing research is part of coordinated efforts aimed at strengthening 
Jewish population research. For example, initiated by the late Roberto Bachi 
of The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, an International Scientific Advisory 
Committee was established under the chairmanship of Sidney Goldstein from 
Brown University. An Initiative on Jewish Demography, sponsored by the 
Jewish Agency, facilitated data collection and analysis from 2003-2005, while 
between 2003 and 2009, the Jewish People Policy Planning Institute (JPPPI) 
provided a framework for Jewish population policy analysis and suggestions 
(DellaPergola and Cohen 1992; DellaPergola 2003, 2011; The Jewish People 
Policy Planning Institute 2005, 2007, 2008). While the quantity and quality of 
documentation on Jewish population size and characteristics are still far from 
satisfactory, over the past twenty years important new data and estimates 
were released for several countries through official population censuses and 
Jewish-sponsored socio-demographic surveys.  
 Since 1991, one or more national censuses have yielded results on 
Jewish populations in European countries like Austria, Belarus, Bulgaria, 
Croatia, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Ireland, Lithuania, Latvia, 
Macedonia, Moldova, Poland, Romania, the Russian Federation, Serbia, 
Slovakia, Slovenia, Switzerland, the UK, and Ukraine; countries in Asia like 
Azerbaijan, Georgia, India, Israel, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan; 
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countries in Africa like South Africa; countries in the Americas like Canada, 
Brazil, Chile and Mexico; and countries in Oceania like Australia and New 
Zealand. Population Censuses in the US do not provide information on 
religion, but have furnished relevant data on countries of birth, spoken 
languages, and ancestry. Permanent national population registers, including 
information on Jews as one of several documented religious, ethnic, or 
national groups, exist in several European countries (Estonia, Finland, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Norway, and Switzerland) and in Israel. 
 In addition, independent socio-demographic studies have provided 
valuable information on Jewish demography and socioeconomic stratification, 
as well as on Jewish identification. Several socio-demographic surveys were 
conducted over the past several years in South Africa (1991 and 1998); 
Mexico (1991, 2000, and 2006); Lithuania (1993); Chile and the UK (1995, 
2001, and 2011); Venezuela (1998–99); Guatemala, Hungary, and the 
Netherlands (1999); Moldova and Sweden (2000); France and Turkey (2002); 
Argentina (2003, 2004, and 2005); Australia (2008), New Zealand (2008), and 
Israel (1990, 1999, and 2011, besides the annual National Social Survey). In 
the US, important new insights were provided by several large surveys: the 
National Jewish Population Survey (NJPS 2000–01, following NJPS 1971 and 
NJPS 1990), the American Jewish Identity Survey (AJIS 2001 and 2008), and 
the Heritage, Ancestry, and Religious Identity Survey (HARI 2001-02). 
Smaller Jewish samples can be obtained from the General Social Survey 
(GSS) and similar national studies, and have been compiled and analyzed at 
the Steinhardt Social Research Institute at Brandeis University—SSRI (Saxe 
et al. 2013). Two major national studies including fairly large Jewish samples 
are the American Religious Identification Survey (ARIS 2008) and the Pew 
Forum on Religion and Public Life (2008). Moreover, numerous Jewish 
population studies were separately conducted in major cities in the US 
(notably in Chicago in 2001 and 2010, New York City in 2002 and 2011, 
Washington, DC in 2003, Miami in 2004, Palm Beach County (FL) in 2005, 
Boston in 2005—the fifth decennial study in that metropolitan area, and 
Philadelphia in 2009), as well as in other countries. (For a synopsis of the 
main findings, see Sheskin 2011, 2012).  
 Additional evidence on Jewish population trends comes from the 
systematic monitoring of membership registers, vital statistics, and migration 
records available from Jewish communities and other Jewish organizations in 
many countries or cities, notably in Buenos Aires, Germany, Italy, São Paulo, 
and the UK. Detailed data on Jewish immigration routinely collected in Israel 
help to assess Jewish population changes in other countries. A new round of 
population projections undertaken by the author in the light of the latest data 
also helped in the current assessment. It is quite evident that the cross-
matching of more than one type of source about the same Jewish population, 
although not frequently feasible, can provide either mutual reinforcement of, 
or important critical insights into, the available data. 
 

Presentation and Quality of Data 
Jewish population estimates in this study refer to January 1, 2013. Efforts to 
provide the most recent possible picture entail a short span of time for 
evaluation of available information, hence a somewhat greater margin of 
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inaccuracy. Indeed, where appropriate, we revised our previous estimates in 
light of newly acquired information (Tables 1 - 2). Corrections were also 
applied retroactively to the 2012 totals for major geographical regions so as to 
ensure a better base for comparisons with the 2013 estimates. Corrections of 
the 2013 estimates, if needed, will be presented in the future. 

We provide separate estimates for each country with approximately 
100 or more resident core Jews. Estimates of Jews in smaller communities 
have been added to some of the continental totals. For each country, we 
provide in Appendix A an estimate of mid-year 2012 total (both Jewish and 
non-Jewish) country population (Population Reference Bureau 2012), the 
estimated January 1, 2013 core Jewish population, the number of Jews per 
1,000 total population, and a rating of the accuracy of the Jewish population 
estimate. The last three columns provide rough estimates of the population 
with Jewish parentage, the enlarged Jewish population, and the Law of 
Return Jewish population. These figures were derived from available 
information and assessments on the generational depth and recent extent of 
cultural assimilation and intermarriage in the different countries. The quality of 
such broader estimates of the aggregate of Jews and non-Jews who often 
share daily life is much lower than that of the respective core Jewish 
populations, and the figures must be taken as indicative only. 

A wide variation exists in the quality of the Jewish population estimates 
for different countries. For many Diaspora countries, it might be best to 
indicate a range (minimum, maximum) rather than a definite estimate for the 
number of Jews. It would be confusing, however, for the reader to be 
confronted with a long list of ranges; this would also complicate the regional 
and world totals. The estimates reported for most of the Diaspora 
communities should be understood as being the central value of the plausible 
range for the respective core Jewish populations. The relative magnitude of 
this range varies inversely with the accuracy of the estimate. One issue of 
growing significance is related to persons who hold multiple residences in 
different countries. Based on available evidence, we make efforts to avoid 
double counts. Wherever possible we strive to assign people to their country 
of permanent residence, ignoring the effect of part-year residents.  
 The three main elements that affect the accuracy of each estimate are: 
(a) the nature and quality of the base data, (b) how recent the base data are, 
and (c) the updating method. A simple code combines these elements to 
provide a general evaluation of the reliability of data reported in the detailed 
tables below. The code in Appendix A indicates different quality levels of the 
reported estimates: 

(A) Base estimate derived from a national census or reliable Jewish 
population survey; updated on the basis of full or partial information on 
Jewish population movements in the respective country during the 
intervening period. 

(B) Base estimate derived from less accurate but recent national Jewish 
population data; updated on the basis of partial information on Jewish 
population movements during the intervening period. 

(C) Base estimate derived from less recent sources and/or unsatisfactory 
or partial coverage of a country’s Jewish population; updated on the 
basis of demographic information illustrative of regional demographic 
trends. 
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(D) Base estimate essentially speculative; no reliable updating procedure.  
In categories (A), (B), and (C), the year in which the country’s base 

estimate or important partial updates were obtained is also stated. This is not 
the current estimate's date but the basis for its attainment. An X is appended 
to the accuracy rating for several countries, whose Jewish population estimate 
for 2013 was not only updated but also revised in light of improved 
information. 

As noted, one additional tool for updating Jewish population estimates 
is provided by several sets of demographic projections developed by the 
Division of Jewish Demography and Statistics at the Institute of Contemporary 
Jewry of The Hebrew University of Jerusalem (DellaPergola, Rebhun and 
Tolts 2000; and author's updating). Such projections, based on available data 
on Jewish population composition by age and sex, extrapolate the most 
recently observed or expected Jewish population trends over the first decade 
of the 21st century. Even where reliable information on the dynamics of Jewish 
population change is not available, the powerful connection that generally 
exists between age composition, birth rates, death rates, and migration helps 
provide plausible scenarios for the developments bound to occur in the short 
term. Where better data were lacking, we used indications from these 
projections to refine the 2013 estimates against previous years. It should be 
acknowledged that projections are clearly shaped by a comparatively limited 
set of assumptions and need to be constantly updated in light of actual 
demographic developments. 
 

World Jewish Population Size and Distribution 
The size of world Jewry at the beginning of 2013 was assessed at 
13,854,800. World Jewry constituted 1.93 per 1,000 of the world’s total 
population of 7.162 billion by mid-year 2013 (United Nations 2013). One in 
about 518 people in the world is a Jew (Table 1).  
 According to the revised estimates, between January 1, 2012 and 
January 1, 2013, the Jewish population increased by an estimated 101,500 
persons, or about 0.74%. This compares with a total world population growth 
rate of 1.16% (basically nil in more developed countries, 1.5-2.0% in less 
developed countries). World Jewry continued to increase slowly exclusively 
due to the population increase in Israel (1.92%) overcoming the decrease in 
the Diaspora (–0.15%). 
 Table 1 offers an overall picture of the Jewish population at the 
beginning of 2013 as compared to 2012. For 2012, the originally published 
estimates from the 2012 American Jewish Year Book are presented as are 
somewhat revised estimates that reflect retroactive corrections made in 
certain country estimates, given improved information. These corrections 
resulted in a net increase of 7,200 persons in the 2012 world Jewry estimate. 
Most of the correction concerns Canada. Explanations are given below for 
these corrections. 
 The number of Jews in Israel increased from 5,901,100 in 2012 to 
6,014,300 at the beginning of 2013, an annual increase of 113,200, or 1.92%. 
In contrast, the estimated Jewish population in the Diaspora decreased from 
7,852,200 to 7,840,500—an annual decrease of 11,700, or –0.15%. These  
  



  

Table 1 Estimated core Jewish population, by continents and major geographical regions, 2012 and 2013
a
 

Region 

2012  2013 
Percentage 
change 
2012‐2013 

Jews per 1,000 
total population 
in 2013

a
 

Original  Revised
b
   

Number  Number  Percent
c
  Number  Percent

c
 

World total  13,746,100  13,753,300  100.0  13,854,800  100.0  0.74  1.96 

Diaspora  7,845,000  7,852,200  57.1  7,840,500  56.6  ‐0.15  1.11 

Israel  5,901,100  5,901,100  42.9  6,014,300  43.4  1.92  753.53 

America, total  6,183,200  6,190,000  45.0  6,189,900  44.7  0.00  6.53 

   North
d
  5,800,000  5,804,000  42.2  5,805,000  41.9  0.02  16.64 

   Central, Caribbean  54,200  57,000  0.4  56,900  0.4  ‐0.18  0.28 

   South  329,000  329,000  2.4  328,000  2.4  ‐0.30  0.83 

Europe, total  1,426,900  1,427,400  10.4  1,416,400  10.2  ‐0.77  1.74 

   European Unione  1,109,400  1,109,900  8.1  1,105,700  8.0  ‐0.38  2.20 

   FSU
f
  276,900  276,900  2.0  270,300  2.0  ‐2.38  1.34 

   Other West  19,400  19,400  0.1  19,300  0.1  ‐0.52  1.43 

   Balkans
f
  21,200  21,200  0.2  21,100  0.2  ‐0.47  0.22 

Asia, total  5,941,100  5,941,100  43.2  6,053,700  43.7  1.90  1.45 

   Israel  5,901,100  5,901,100  42.9  6,014,300  43.4  1.92  753.53 

   FSU
f
  20,000  20,000  0.1  19,600  0.1  ‐2.00  0.24 

   Other  20,000  20,000  0.1  19,800  0.1  ‐1.00  0.00 

Africa, total  75,300  75,200  0.5  74,700  0.5  ‐0.66  0.07 

   Northerng  3,600  3,600  0.0  3,500  0.0  ‐2.78  0.01 

   Sub‐Saharan
h
  71,700  71,600  0.5  71,200  0.5  ‐0.56  0.09 

Oceania
i
  119,600  119,600  0.9  120,100  0.9  0.42  3.25 

a Jewish population: January 1. Total population: Mid‐year 2012. Source: Population Reference Bureau 2013. Mid‐year 2012 
estimates. 
b Based on updated or corrected information.  
c Minor discrepancies due to rounding. 
d US and Canada.  
e Including Baltics. 
f Asian regions of Russian Federation and Turkey included in Europe. Excluding Baltics. 
g Including Ethiopia. 
h Including South Africa, Zimbabwe. 
i Including Australia, New Zealand. 
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changes reflect continuing Jewish emigration from the former Soviet Union 
(FSU) and other countries to Israel, and the internal decrease typical of the 
aggregate of Diaspora Jewry. In 2012, out of a total growth of 113,200 core 
Jews in Israel, 89,500 reflected the balance of births and deaths, 4,300 
derived from conversions to Judaism, and 19,400 reflected the estimated 
Israel-Diaspora net migration balance (immigration minus emigration) (Israel 
Central Bureau of Statistics 2012, 2013; Fisher 2013). This estimate includes 
tourists who changed their status to immigrants, returning Israelis, and Israeli 
citizens born abroad who entered Israel for the first time. Therefore, internal 
demographic change produced nearly 80% of the recorded growth in Israel’s 
Jewish population as well as most of the Diaspora’s estimated decrease. 
 By comparing the Israel-Diaspora net migration balance with the total 
estimated decrease in the Diaspora's core Jewish population, one obtains that 
the former was larger than the latter. This would imply a slightly positive 
balance in the combination of Jewish births and deaths, as well as of 
accessions to and secessions from Judaism across the Diaspora. This is quite 
certainly underestimating the actually negative balance between these 
demographic factors, resulting in higher than real population estimates for the 
aggregate of Diaspora Jewry. Such an underestimate should be adjusted in 
future Jewish population reports. 
 Recently, however, more frequent instances of conversion, accession, 
or “return” to Judaism can be observed in connection with the absorption in 
Israel of immigrants from Eastern Europe, Ethiopia, and, to a lesser extent, 
countries such as Peru and India. To some extent this phenomenon occurs in 
the Diaspora as well. The return or first-time accession to Judaism of such 
previously non-belonging or unidentified persons tends to contribute both to 
slowing the decrease in the relevant Diaspora Jewish populations and to 
some of the increase in the Jewish population in Israel. 
 As noted, we corrected previously published Jewish population 
estimates in light of new information. Table 2 provides a synopsis of world 
Jewish population estimates for 1945–2013, as first published each year in 
the American Jewish Year Book (AJYB) and as corrected retroactively, 
incorporating all subsequent revisions.  
 These revised estimates depart, sometimes significantly, from the 
estimates published until 1980 by other authors and since 1981 by ourselves. 
Thanks to the development over the years of an improved database, these 
new revisions are not necessarily the same revised estimates that appeared 
annually in the AJYB based on the information that was available on each 
date. It is likely that further retroactive revisions may become necessary 
reflecting ongoing and future research. 
 The time series in Table 2 clearly portrays the decreasing rate of 
Jewish population growth globally from World War II until 2005. Based on a 
post-Shoah world Jewish population estimate of 11,000,000, a growth of 
1,079,000 occurred between 1945 and 1960, followed by increases of 
506,000 in the 1960s, 234,000 in the 1970s, 49,000 in the 1980s, and 
182,000 in the 1990s. While 13 years were necessary to add one million to 
world Jewry’s postwar size, 47 years were needed to add another million. 
Since 2000, the slow rhythm of Jewish population growth has somewhat 
recovered, with an increase of 531,400 through 2010, reflecting the robust 
demographic trends in Israel and Israel's increasing share of the world total. 



  

Table 2 World core Jewish population estimates: original and revised, 1945‐2013 

Year 

World Jewish population  World total population 

Jews per 
1,000 total 
population 

Original 
estimate

a
 

Revised 
estimate

b
 

Annual
percentage 
change

c
 

Total 
(millions)

d
 

Annual 
percentage 
change 

1945, May 1  11,000,000  11,000,000     2,315     4.75 

1950, Jan. 1  11,303,400  11,297,000  0.57  2,526  1.74  4.47 

1960, Jan. 1  12,792,800  12,079,000  0.67  3,026  1.83  3.99 

1970, Jan. 1  13,950,900  12,585,000  0.41  3,691  2.03  3.41 

1980, Jan. 1  14,527,100  12,819,000  0.18  4,449  1.85  2.88 

1990, Jan. 1  12,810,300  12,868,000  0.04  5,321  1.74  2.42 

2000, Jan. 1  13,191,500  13,050,000  0.14  6,075  1.41  2.15 

2005, Jan. 1  13,034,100  13,183,000  0.20  6,487  1.32  2.03 

2010, Jan. 1  13,428,300  13,581,400  0.60  6,916  1.24  1.96 

2011, Jan. 1  13,657,800  13,658,000  0.56  7,000  1.21  1.95 

2012, Jan. 1  13,746,100  13,753,300  0.65  7,080  1.14  1.94 

2013, Jan. 1  13,854,800  0.74  7,162  1.16  1.93 

a As published in American Jewish Year Book, various years. Some estimates reported here as of January 1 were originally published 
as of December 31 of previous year. 
b Based on updated or corrected information. Original estimates for 1990 and after, and all revised estimates:  The A. Harman 
Institute of Contemporary Jewry, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 
c Based on revised estimates, besides latest year. 
d Mid‐year estimates. Source: United Nations 2013. 
 
 
 
Table 3  Jewish population by major regions:  core definition and Law of Return definition (rough estimates), 1/1/2013 

Region 

Core 
Jewish 

population
a
 

Population
with 
Jewish 
parents

b
 

Enlarged 
Jewish 

Population
c
 

Law of 
Return 

Population
d
 

Difference 
(Law of Return ‐ 
Core Jewish 
population) 

Percentage  
distribution 
of difference 

World total  13,854,800  15,772,800  18,197,400  21,649,500  7,794,700  100.0 

North America  5,805,000  7,225,000  8,800,000  11,600,000  5,795,000  74.3 

Latin America  384,900  498,600  599,100  656,900  272,000  3.5 

European Union
e
  1,105,700  1,296,000  1,574,300  1,833,300  727,600  9.3 

FSU in Europee  270,300  400,200  540,500  827,400  557,100  7.1 

Rest of Europe  40,400  47,100  56,000  61,600  21,200  0.3 

Israel  6,014,300  6,047,500  6,332,900  6,332,900  318,600  4.1 

FSU in Asia  19,600  26,800  37,500  54,300  34,700  0.4 

Rest of Asia  19,800  22,600  25,600  28,600  8,800  0.1 

Africa  74,700  80,900  87,300  94,200  19,500  0.3 

Oceania  120,100  126,100  144,200  160,300  40,200  0.5 

a Includes all persons who, when asked, identify themselves as Jews; or, if the respondent is a different person in the same 
household, are identified by him/her as Jews; and do not have another religion. Also includes persons with Jewish parents who claim 
no current religious or ethnic identity. 
b Sum of (a) core Jewish population; (b) all other not currently Jewish persons with a Jewish parent. 
c Sum of (a) core Jewish population; (b) all other not currently Jewish persons with a Jewish parent; and (c) all other non‐Jewish 
household members (spouses, children, etc.). 
d Sum of Jews, children, and grandchildren of Jews, and the respective spouses, regardless of Jewish identity. 
e The Baltic countries are included in the European Union, not in the FSU.  
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Between 2010 and 2013, world Jewry increased by over 273,000, but Israel's 
Jewish population grew by 310,000 while the total Diaspora decreased by 
37,000. Table 2 also outlines the slower Jewish population growth rate 
compared to global population growth, and the declining Jewish share of 
world population. In 2013, the share of Jews among world population (1.93 
per 1,000) was less than half the 1945 estimate (4.75 per 1,000). 
 In this study, we have made an entirely new attempt to evaluate the 
possible extent of various expanded Jewish population definitions in each 
country of the world: the total of those who have Jewish parents regardless of 
their current identity; the enlarged Jewish population inclusive of non-Jewish 
household members; and the population eligible for the Law of Return (Table 
3 and Appendix A). The main gist of these alternative population boundary 
definitions is to promote and facilitate inter-country comparability. In the light 
of the preceding discussion of definitions, it appears that Jewish communities 
in different countries increasingly tend to follow local criteria that may differ 
from the definitional criteria accepted in other countries. This may help explain 
why Jewish population size in the US is evaluated quite differently in the 
present study and in another essay appearing in this same volume (Sheskin 
and Dashefsky 2013). But in a global study like ours, maximum comparability 
can be ensured only if the same criteria are followed consistently across the 
board. By showing the consequences for Jewish population evaluation 
different definitions may have, we believe readers will have an additional tool 
to better appreciate the ongoing population trends in their countries. 
 The results are quite tentative but provide interesting indications about 
the total size and geographical distribution of the populations more closely 
attached to the core Jewish population. The global total of persons who have 
a Jewish parent, regardless of their own identification, stands at 15,772,800, 
or 1,918,000 more than the 13,854,800 core Jews. The total number of 
household members with at least one core Jew is estimated at 18,197,400, or 
an additional increment of 2,424,600. Finally, the total eligible for the Law of 
Return is roughly estimated at 21,649,500, or an additional increment of 
3,452,100. All in all, the difference between the Law of Return potential 
aggregate and the core Jewish population can be evaluated at 7,794,700 self-
described non-Jews, holders of a non-Jewish religion and/or a non-Jewish 
ethnicity. Of these roughly estimated 7.8 million somewhat Jewish-connected 
non-Jews, 74.3% live in North America, 9.3% in the EU, 7.2% in the FSU, 
4.1% in Israel, 3.5% in Latin America, and 1.1% in other countries. 
 
Major Regions and Countries 
About 45% of the world’s Jews reside in the Americas, with about 42% in 
North America (Table 1). Over 43% live in Asia, mostly in Israel. Asia is 
defined as including the Asian republics of the FSU, but not the Asian parts of 
the Russian Federation and Turkey. Europe, including the Asian territories of 
the Russian Federation and Turkey, accounts for over 10% of the total. Fewer 
than 2% of the world’s Jews live in Africa and Oceania. 
 Very significant changes occurred in world Jewish population 
distribution by major regions between 1948 and 2013. Figure 4 illustrates 
these changes by focusing on a threefold division between the US, Israel, and 
the rest of the world. In particular the rapid growth of Israel's Jewish 
population is evident, from 650,000 and 5.7% of the total in 1948, to over 6 
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million and 43.4% in 2013. In contrast, the US changed from over 4.5 million 
and 39.5% of the total in 1948, to over 5.4 million and 39.2% in 2013, while 
the total Jewish population in other countries decreased from over 6.3 million 
and 54.9% of the total in 1948, to over 2.4 million and 17.4% in 2013. The 
most significant declines occurred in the FSU, in other Eastern European 
countries, in Muslim countries in North Africa and the Middle East, in Africa 
south of the Sahara, and in Latin America. Substantial stability prevailed in 
North America and in Western Europe as a total. Significant increases 
occurred in Oceania where the Jewish population represents less that 1% of 
world Jewry. All in all, comparing 1970 with 1948, and 2013 with 1970, the 
geographical map of world Jewish population dispersion tends to become 
much more concentrated over time.  
 Among the major geographical regions shown in Table 1, the number 
of Jews increased between 2012 and 2013 in Israel (and, consequently, in 
Asia as a whole), in Oceania, and minimally in North America thanks to 
continuing immigration to Canada. Jewish population size decreased to 
variable extents in Central and South America, Western Europe, the Balkans, 
the FSU (both in Europe and Asia), the rest of Asia, and in Africa. These 
regional changes reflect the trends apparent in the Jewish population in the 
major countries in each region. We now turn to a review of the largest Jewish 
populations in individual countries. 
 Reflecting global Jewish population stagnation along with an increasing 
concentration in a few countries, 98.3% of world Jewry in 2013 lived in the 
largest 18 communities, and excluding Israel from the count, 96.9% of 
Diaspora Jewry lived in the 17 largest communities of the Diaspora, including 
69.2% who lived in the US (Table 4). Besides the two major Jewish 
populations (Israel and the US), each comprising over five million persons, 
another seven countries each had more than 100,000 Jews. Of these, three 
were in Western Europe (France, the UK, and Germany); one in Eastern 
Europe (the Russian Federation); one in North America (Canada); one in 
South America (Argentina); and one in Oceania (Australia). The dominance of 
Western countries in global Jewish population distribution is a relatively recent 
phenomenon and reflects the West's relatively more hospitable 
socioeconomic and political circumstances vis-à-vis the Jewish presence. 
 The growth, or at least the slower decrease, of Jewish population in the 
more developed Western countries is accompanied by a higher share of Jews 
in a country's total population. Indeed, the share of Jews in a country's total 
population tends to be related to the country’s level of development (Table 5). 
Regarding core Jewish populations in 2013, the share of Jews out of the total 
population was 753.5 per 1,000 in Israel (including Jews in East Jerusalem, 
the West Bank, and the Golan Heights, but excluding Palestinians in the West 
Bank and Gaza). Israel obviously is a special case, but has become also quite 
a developed country. Elsewhere Jews represented 17.3 per 1,000 of total 
population in the US; 3.9 per 1,000 on average in the other seven countries 
with over 100,000 Jews; 0.8 per 1,000 on average in the other nine countries 
with over 18,000 Jews; and virtually nil in the remaining countries which 
comprise the overwhelming majority of world population. 
 
  



 

Fig. 4  Core Jewish population in the United States, Israel and other countries, thousands, 1948‐2013 



  

TABLE 4 Countries with largest core Jewish populations, 1/1/2013 

Rank  Country 
Jewish 

population 

Percent of total Jewish population 

In the world     In the diaspora 

%  Cumulative %     %  Cumulative % 

  1  Israel
a
  6,014,300  43.4  43.4    

b  b 

  2  US  5,425,000  39.2  82.6     69.2  69.2 

  3  France  478,000  3.5  86.0     6.1  75.3 

  4  Canada  380,000  2.7  88.8     4.8  80.1 

  5  United Kingdom  290,000  2.1  90.9     3.7  83.8 

  6  Russian Federation  190,000  1.4  92.2     2.4  86.3 

  7  Argentina  181,500  1.3  93.5     2.3  88.6 

  8  Germany  118,000  0.9  94.4     1.5  90.1 

  9  Australia  112,500  0.8  95.2     1.4  91.5 

10  Brazil  95,200  0.7  95.9     1.2  92.7 

11  South Africa  70,000  0.5  96.4     0.9  93.6 

12  Ukraine  65,000  0.5  96.9     0.8  94.5 

13  Hungary  48,000  0.3  97.2     0.6  95.1 

14  Mexico  40,000  0.3  97.5     0.5  95.6 

15  Belgium  30,000  0.2  97.7     0.4  96.0 

16  Netherlands  29,900  0.2  97.9     0.4  96.3 

17  Italy  28,100  0.2  98.1     0.4  96.7 

18  Chile  18,500  0.1  98.3     0.2  96.9 

a Includes Jewish residents in East Jerusalem, the West Bank, and the Golan Heights.   
b Not applicable. 
   



  

TABLE 5 Largest core Jewish populations per 1,000 total population and  Human Development Indices, 1/1/2013 

Rank  Country 
Jewish 

population 
Total 

population 

Jews per 
1,000 total 
population 

HDI 
rank

a
 

2012 

  1  Israel
b
  6,014,300  7,981,500  753.5  16 

  2  US  5,425,000  313,900,000  17.3  3 

  3  France  478,000  63,640,000  7.5  20 

  4  Canada  380,000  34,900,000  10.9  11 

  5  United Kingdom  290,000  63,220,000  4.6  26 

  6  Russian Federation  190,000  143,200,000  1.3  55 

  7  Argentina  181,500  40,800,000  4.4  45 

  8  Germany  118,000  81,800,000  1.4  5 

  9  Australia  112,500  22,000,000  5.1  2 

   Total ranks 3‐9  1,750,000  449,560,000  3.9  23.4c 

10  Brazil  95,200  194,300,000  0.5  85 

11  South Africa  70,000  51,100,000  1.4  121 

12  Ukraine  65,000  45,600,000  1.4  78 

13  Hungary  48,000  9,900,000  4.8  37 

14  Mexico  40,000  116,100,000  0.3  61 

15  Belgium  30,000  11,100,000  2.7  17 

16  Netherlands  29,900  16,700,000  1.8  4 

17  Italy  28,100  60,900,000  0.5  25 

18  Chile  18,500  17,400,000  1.1  40 

   Total ranks 10‐18  424,700  523,100,000  0.8  52.0
 c
 

   Rest of world  240,800  5,762,069,500  0.0  ca. 100
 c
 

a HDI = The Human Development Index, a synthetic measure of health, education and income (in terms of US dollar purchase power 
parity) among the country's total population. See: United Nations Development Programme 2013. 
b Jewish population includes the total Jewish population of Israel, including  East Jerusalem, the West Bank, and the Golan Heights. 
Total population includes all residents of Israel plus Jewish residents of East Jerusalem, the West Bank, and the Golan Heights. 
c Average HDI rank for group of countries. 
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 To better illustrate the increasing convergence between the Jewish 
presence and the level of socioeconomic development of a country, Table 5 
also reports the Human Development Index (HDI) for each country (United 
Nations Development Programme 2013). The HDI—a composite measure of 
a society's education, health, and income—provides a general sense of the 
context in which Jewish communities operate, although it does not necessarily 
reflect the actual characteristics of the members of those Jewish communities. 
The HDI country ranks reported in the table are for 2012. Of the 18 countries 
listed, four are included among the top ten HDIs among 189 countries ranked 
(Australia, the US, the Netherlands, and Germany). Another five countries are 
ranked better than 25th (Canada, Israel, Belgium, France, and Italy), four are 
better than 50th (UK, Hungary, Chile, and Argentina), four are better than 100th 
(Russian Federation, Mexico, Ukraine, and Brazil), and one (South Africa) 
occupies a lower rank (121st) pointing to lesser development in the host 
society. One should be aware that Jewish communities may display social 
and economic data significantly better than the average population of their 
respective countries, but nonetheless the general societal context does affect 
the quality of life of each individual, Jews included. 
 The increasing overlap of a Jewish presence with higher levels of 
socioeconomic development in a country, and at the same time the diminution 
or gradual disappearance of a Jewish presence in less developed areas is a 
conspicuous feature of the 20th and early 21st centuries. The emerging 
geographical configuration carries advantages concerning the material and 
legal conditions of the life of Jews, but it also may generate a lack of 
recognition of, or estrangement toward, Jews on the part of societies in less 
developed countries that constitute the overwhelming majority of the world's 
total population and the overwhelming majority of voting countries in 
international bodies like the United Nations. 
 
Major Cities 
Changes in the geographic distribution of Jews have affected their distribution 
not only among countries, but also within countries, and have resulted in a 
preference for major metropolitan areas. Most metropolitan areas include 
extended inhabited territory and several municipal authorities around the 
central city, definitions varying by country. (For definitions of Consolidated 
Metropolitan Statistical Areas (CMSAs) in the US see: United States 
Executive Office of the President, Office of Management and Budget 2008). It 
is not easy to create a truly standardized picture of Jews in major cities, as 
some of the available figures refer to different years and only roughly compare 
with each other regarding Jewish population definitions and evaluation 
methods. For example, in the case of a recent Jewish population study in the 
New York area (Cohen, Ukeles, and Miller 2012) we subtracted about 
100,000 individuals of the 1,538,000 (see Chapter 3) that had been included 
in the Jewish population count because they were neither were born Jewish 
nor had converted to Judaism and therefore could not be considered part of a 
core Jewish population definition. 
  But the unequivocal fact of an overwhelmingly urban concentration of 
Jewish populations globally is shown by the fact that in 2013 more than half 
(53.9%) of world Jewry lived in only five metropolitan areas (Israel Central 
Bureau of Statistics 2012; see Chapter 5, Sheskin and Dashefsky 2013). 
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These five areas—including the main cities and vast urbanized territories 
around them—were Tel Aviv, New York, Jerusalem, Haifa, and Los Angeles 
(Table 6). About 67.2% of world Jewry lived in the five previous areas plus the 
South Florida, Be’er Sheva, San Francisco, Washington/Baltimore, and 
Boston areas. The 15 largest metropolitan concentrations of Jewish 
population encompassed 76.1% of all Jews worldwide.  
 The Jewish population in the Tel Aviv urban conurbation, extending 
from Netanya to Ashdod and having surpassed 3.1 million Jews by the core 
definition, now exceeds by far that in the New York Combined Metropolitan 
Statistical Area, extending from southern New York State to parts of 
Connecticut, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, with 2.1 million Jews. Of the 15 
largest metropolitan areas of Jewish residence, eight were located in the US, 
four in Israel, and one each in France, the UK, and Canada. Nearly all the 
major areas of settlement of contemporary Jewish populations share distinct 
features, such as being a national or regional capital, enjoying a high standard 
of living, with a highly developed infrastructure for higher education, and 
widespread transnational connections. 
 Unlike our estimates of Jewish populations in individual countries, the 
data reported here on urban Jewish populations do not fully adjust for 
possible double counting due to multiple residences. The differences in the 
US may be quite significant, in the range of tens of thousands, involving both 
major and minor metropolitan areas. Estimates of part-year residents for the 
two main receiving areas of South Florida and Southern California are 
reported in the footnotes to Table 6. The respective estimates of part-year 
residents were excluded from the estimates in the table. Part-year residency 
is related to both climate differences and economic and employment factors. 
Such multiple residences now also increasingly occur internationally. A 
person from New York or Paris may also own or rent an apartment in 
Jerusalem or Tel Aviv, or vice versa (Pupko 2013). 

Determinants and Consequences  
of Jewish Population Change 

 
International Migration 
Over the past decades, shifts in Jewish population size in the major regions of 
the world were primarily determined by large-scale international migration. 
Unfortunately, the international migration of Jews is only imperfectly 
documented. Currently, only Israel annually records Jewish immigrants by 
country of origin (Israel Central Bureau of Statistics). Israeli data, compared 
over several successive years, may provide, under certain conditions, a sense 
of the intensity of parallel migration movements of Jews to other countries, 
although there also are differences in the timing, volume, direction, and 
characteristics of migrants (DellaPergola 2009). Some countries do have 
records of annual numbers of migrants from Israel, though not distinguishing 
between Jews and non-Jews (US Department of Homeland Security 2012). 
Jewish organizations, like the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) (2013) in 
the US or Zentralwohlfhartsstelle (2013) in Germany, record Jewish 
immigrants on an annual basis, but the global picture of Jewish migration 
remains incomplete.  



  

TABLE 6 15 metropolitan areas (CMSAs) with largest core Jewish populations, 1/1/2013 

Rank  Metropolitan area
a
  Country 

Jewish 
population 

Percent of world's Jews 

%  Cumulative % 

1  Tel Aviv
b
  Israel  3,120,900  22.5  22.5 

2  New York
c
  US  2,100,000  15.2  37.7 

3  Jerusalem
d
  Israel  861,400  6.2  43.9 

4  Haifa
e
  Israel  692,100  5.0  48.9 

5  Los Angelesf  US  688,600  5.0  53.9 

6  South Floridag  US  485,850  3.5  57.4 

7  Be'er Shevah  Israel  381,900  2.8  60.1 

8  San Franciscoi  US  345,700  2.5  62.6 

9  Washington/Baltimore
j
  US  332,900  2.4  65.0 

10  Bostonk  US  295,700  2.1  67.2 

11  Chicago
l
  US  294,700  2.1  69.3 

12  Paris
m
  France  283,000  2.0  71.3 

13  Philadelphian  US  280,000  2.0  73.4 

14  Londono  United Kingdom  195,000  1.4  74.8 

15  Toronto
p
  Canada  185,000  1.3  76.1 

a Most metropolitan areas include extended inhabited territory and several municipal authorities around the central city. Definitions 
vary by country. Some of the US metropolitan areas are defined differently than in the Sheskin and Dashefsky chapter in this volume. 
Some of the US estimates may include non‐core Jews.  
b Includes Tel Aviv District, Central District, and Ashdod Subdistrict. Principal cities: Tel Aviv, Ramat Gan, Bene Beraq, Petach Tikwa, 
Bat Yam, Holon, Rishon LeZiyon, Rehovot, Netanya, and Ashdod, all with Jewish populations over 100,000. 
c Our adjustment of original data based on core Jewish population definition. About 100,000 individuals pertaining to the enlarged 
Jewish population were subtracted from the original population estimates by Cohen, Ukeles and Miller (2012). New York‐Northern 
New Jersey‐Long Island, NY‐NJ‐CT‐PA Metropolitan Statistical Area. Principal cities: New York, NY; White Plains, NY; Newark, NJ; 
Edison, NJ; Union, NJ; Wayne, NJ; and New Brunswick, NJ. 
d Includes Jerusalem District and parts of Judea and Samaria District. 
e Includes Haifa District and parts of Northern District. 
f Includes Los Angeles‐Long Beach‐Santa Ana area, San Bernardino and Ventura areas.  
g Includes Miami‐Dade, Broward, and Palm Beach Counties. Not including 69,275 part‐year residents. 
h Includes Be'er Sheva Subdistrict and other parts of Southern District.  

i Our adjustment of original data based on core Jewish population definition. About 40,000 individuals pertaining to the enlarged 
Jewish population were subtracted from the original population estimates by Phillips (2005). Includes the San Francisco‐Oakland‐
Fremont area, Napa, San Benito, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, Solano, Sonoma.  
j Includes the District of Columbia, northern Virginia, Montgomery County, Prince Georges County , and the Baltimore‐Towson area. 
k Includes Boston‐Cambridge‐Quincy, Bristol, Worcester area (MA), Hillsborough, Merrimack, Belknap area (NH), and Rhode Island. 
l Includes Chicago‐Joliet‐Naperville area (IL‐IN‐WI), Kankakee area (IL), La Porte area (IN). 
m Departments 75, 77, 78, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95. 
n Includes Philadelphia‐Camden‐Wilmington area (PA‐NJ‐DE‐MD), Berks area (PA), and Cumberland (NJ) area. 
o Greater London and contiguous postcode areas. 
p Census Metropolitan Area. 
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 Jewish international migration reached one of its highest peaks ever 
when the former Soviet Union (FSU) opened its doors at the end of 1989. Of 
the estimated total 1.66 million FSU migrants between 1989 and 2012 by 
main countries of destination, including non-Jewish household members, over 
one million migrated to Israel, over 300,000 to the US, and over 225,000 to 
Germany. Israel's share of the total increased from 18% in 1989 to 83% in the 
peak years 1990-1991. It then decreased to 41% in 2002-2004 and increased 
again to 71% in 2010-2012. The decrease of the US as a destination for FSU 
migrants in the first decade of the 21st century is noticeable, as is the parallel 
decrease in the attractiveness of Germany in the second half of the same 
decade. These significant increases and decreases reflect the changing 
incidence of push factors in the FSU during times of rapid geopolitical and 
economic change, and real or expected disruptions in the environment 
affecting Jewish life, namely the relationship between society at large and the 
Jews. They also reflect the different and significantly variable legal provisions 
related to migration and socioeconomic opportunities in the main countries of 
destination. 
 Beginning with 1948, Israel was the main recipient of Jewish 
international migration. It gathered 69% of all Jewish migration between 1948-
1968, and 59% between 1969-2008 (DellaPergola 2009). Clearly migration, or 
rather a net migration balance to Israel, decreases the Diaspora Jewish 
population and increases Israel's Jewish population. Table 7 shows the 
number of immigrants to Israel by country of origin in 2011 and 2012. The 
data reflect the Law of Return, not the core Jewish population, definition. 
 In recent years, Jewish international migration has tended to decrease 
due to the growing concentration of Jews in more developed countries. 
Historically, a clearly negative relationship emerged between the quality of life 
in a country and the propensity of Jews to emigrate. This logically helps to 
predict the continuation of rather low levels of migration in the foreseeable 
future, provided current geopolitical and socioeconomic conditions continue to 
prevail across the global system. Despite this, 16,557 new immigrants arrived 
in Israel in 2012, compared to 16,892 in 2011, 16,633 in 2010, 14,567 in 
2009, and 13,699 in 2008. This represents a fairly stable pattern and a 
moderate reversal of the decreasing trend that had prevailed for several 
previous years, although the general immigration level remained quite low 
compared with other periods in Israel's migration history. The main countries 
of origin continue to be Russia, Ethiopia, the US, Ukraine, and France, each 
with more than 1,500 immigrants. In 2012, immigrants slightly diminished from 
North America, the US, and Latin America, with tiny increases from the EU 
and the FSU Asian republics. To these figures, significant numbers should be 
added of immigrant citizens (Israeli citizens born abroad and entering the 
country for the first time) and of returning Israelis, at a time when the Israeli 
economy was performing relatively better than in many Western countries, 
thus making Israel a reasonable option for international migration. 
 On the other hand, Israel—in part because of the smallness of its 
market and the limits this imposes upon employment opportunities—is a 
source of Jewish emigration, mostly to the US and other Western countries 
(Rebhun and Lev Ari 2010). In recent years, some Israelis, mostly former 
immigrants, have also migrated to the FSU (Cohen 2009; Tolts 2009). 
Estimates of total emigration from Israel range from 5,000-15,000 annually,  



  

Table 7 New immigrants to Israel
a
, by last country of residence, 2011‐2012 

Country  2011  2012  Country  2011  2012  Country  2011  2012 

Grand totalb  16,892  16,557    France  1,619  1,653    Armenia  46  25 

        Germany  97  100    Azerbaijan  141  154 

America ‐ totalb  3,468  3,310    Greece  8  10    Georgia  187  231 

North America  2,575  2,525    Hungary  128  110    Kazakhstan  153  145 

  Canada  212  235    Ireland  ‐  5    Kyrgyzstan  54  48 

  United States  2,363  2,290    Italy  94  137    Tadjikistan  10  9 

Central Amer., Carib.  168  167    Luxembourg  ‐  2    Turkmenistan  10  38 

  Costa Rica  6  28    Netherlands  40  36    Uzbekistan  270  312 

  Cuba  54  64    Poland  17  16  Other Asia  126  107 

  Dominican Republic  3  1    Portugal  6  5    Bahrein  1  ‐ 

  El Salvador  1  ‐    Romania  41  51    China  6  8 

  Guatemala  6  7    Slovakia  2  1    Hong Kong  5  2 

  Honduras  5  1    Slovenia  ‐  1    India  35  27 

  Martinique  1  ‐    Spain  53  76    Iran  46  37 

  Mexico  87  61    Sweden  22  15    Japan  1  1 

  Panama  5  5    United Kingdom  485  569    Lebanon  2  1 

South America  725  616  FSU in Europe  6,354  6,272    Pakistan  6  ‐ 

  Argentina  220  222    Belarus  304  377    Philippines  3  ‐ 

  Bolivia  7  4    Estonia  8  10    Singapore  ‐  6 

  Brazil  157  162    Latvia  67  57    Thailand  3  ‐ 

  Chile  40  42    Lithuania  21  19    Vietnam  1  ‐ 

  Colombia  90  44    Moldova  217  209    Yemen  17  25 

  Ecuador  6  3    Russian Federation  3,678  3,545  Africa ‐ total
b
  2,934  2,642 

  Paraguay  ‐  2    Ukraine  2,051  2,048  Northern Africa  2,756  2,517 

  Peru  79  37    FSU unspecified  8  7    Algeria  2  ‐ 

  Suriname  1  ‐  Other West Europe  64  86    Egypt  2  ‐ 

  Uruguay  48  67    Gibraltar  1  ‐    Ethiopia  2,666  2,432 

  Venezuela  77  33    Monaco  2  2    Morocco  40  45 

Europe ‐ total
b
  9,388  9,424    Norway  2  3    Tunisia  46  40 

European Union
c
  2,858  2,993    Switzerland  59  81  Sub Saharan Africa  178  125 

  Austria  19  18  Balkans  112  73    Madagascar  1  ‐ 

  Belgium  175  140    Bosnia‐Herzegovina  ‐  1    South Africa  174  125 

  Bulgaria  33  17    Croatia  2  1    Zimbabwe  3  ‐ 

  Cyprus  3  ‐    Serbia  6  9  Oceania ‐ total  97  104 

  Czech Republic  5  13    Turkey  104  62  Australia  92  96 

  Denmark  3  14  Asia ‐ totalb  997  1,075  New Caledonia  ‐  4 

  Finland  8  4  FSU in Asia  871  962  New Zealand  5  4 

a New immigrants and tourists changing their status to immigrant, not including immigrant citizens. 
b Including country unknown. 
c Not including Baltics. 
Source: Israel Central Bureau of Statistics. 
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despite much higher numbers sometimes mentioned in public discourse. In 
2011, the number of Israelis obtaining legal permanent resident status in the 
US was 4,389 versus 5,172 in 2010, and an annual average of 5,408 in 2000-
2009 (US Department of Homeland Security 2012), pointing to a declining 
trend. In Canada, the decade 2001-2011 yielded over 21,000 Jewish 
immigrants, or an annual average above 2000, mainly from the FSU, Israel, 
and other European countries (Statistics Canada 2013). The level of 
emigration from Israel is consistent with expectations for a country at Israel’s 
level of economic development (DellaPergola 2011). These findings are in 
contrast with the widespread assumption that the volume and timing of Israeli 
immigration and emigration are primarily motivated by ideological and security 
factors, and not by socioeconomic determinants. 
 
Marriages, Births, and Deaths 
Another major determinant of demographic change at the global level is family 
formation and childbearing. The birth rate, in turn, bears crucial consequence 
for a population's age composition. When international migration stands at 
moderate levels, as in recent years, the most important determinant of long-
term population change becomes the birth rate, which reflects both the 
average number of children currently born per women age 15-49 (the fertility 
rate) and the size of potential parental cohorts. In contemporary societies, the 
latter is, in turn, affected by the number of births in previous years, by 
international migration, and to some extent by the level of mortality. The 
mutual influence of childbearing and age composition is worthy of special 
attention and indeed plays an important role in the case of world Jewry. In 
addition, the question of the Jewish identity of the children of intermarriage 
now plays a significant role in the overall pattern of Jewish demographic 
change (Reinharz and DellaPergola 2009). 

Low birth rates and relatively high intermarriage rates have prevailed 
among some European Jewish communities since the late nineteenth century. 
After World War Two, the US and several Western European countries 
experienced a prolonged rise in fertility, which did not occur in Eastern 
Europe. These trends were matched by the respective Jewish communities in 
each country, though at lower levels. Where the baby boom occurred, it 
generated large age cohorts born between 1945 and 1965, who in turn 
reached the age of procreation between the 1970s and the 1990s. An “echo 
effect” of more births might have been expected, but fertility rates, general 
and Jewish, decreased sharply since the 1970s and such "echo" was actually 
quite weak if at all visible. Jews usually anticipated by several years these 
developments, resulting in lower birth rates across the board. Significant 
internal differentiation persisted according to religiosity and other social 
characteristics among Jewish populations, with Orthodox Jews generally 
maintaining higher fertility rates than other more secular Jewish groups. 

Several Jewish communities in different countries have collected data 
on the balance between Jewish births and deaths over the past two decades. 
The number of Jewish births was usually exceeded by the number of Jewish 
deaths according to direct vital registrations in the Russian Federation, the 
UK, Germany, and according to indirect estimates, in the US. This gap was 
strikingly high in the Russian Federation and in other European republics of 
the FSU (Tolts 2004). In the Russian Federation in 2000, there were only 600 
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recorded Jewish births compared to over 8,200 recorded Jewish deaths—a 
net loss of 7,600. Such striking deficit reflects extreme population aging (see 
below), in part the consequence of the intensive emigration of younger Jewish 
adults and nuclear families with the consequence that large numbers of 
elderly remained behind in the FSU. 

In Western Europe, the negative gap was somewhat smaller, yet 
consistent. In the UK in 1991, the 3,200 Jewish births were exceeded by 
4,500 Jewish deaths—a net loss of 1,300. The most recent UK data available 
from Jewish community sources indicate a reversal of this trend in 2005, 
showing an increase in the number of births and a decrease in the number of 
deaths (Graham and Vulkan 2008). The decrease to fewer than 3,000 Jewish 
deaths in recent years seems to indicate a significantly reduced Jewish 
community, or a significant under-reporting of Jewish burials, or both. In 
Germany, the Jewish community experienced a threefold population increase 
due to a significant inflow of FSU immigrants since 1989. However, while in 
1990 there were 100 Jewish births and 400 Jewish deaths—a net loss of 300, 
in 2012, 199 Jewish births were recorded compared to 1,282 Jewish deaths—
a net loss of nearly 1,100 (Zentralwohlfahrtsstelle 2013). 

In the US, Jewish vital statistics are not directly available. However 
Jewish population projections based on the available age composition and 
cautious assumptions about the age-specific frequency of motherhood and 
deaths suggests that the core Jewish population generates annually about 
50,000 births and 58,000 deaths. The likely deficit of about 8,000 is being 
compensated by a positive Jewish immigration balance.  

Israel is the only exception to these recessive demographic trends. 
Steady immigration produced a doubling of Israel’s Jewish population 
between 1970 and 2004, which was reinforced by a significant Jewish natural 
increase. In 1990, 73,900 Jewish births and 25,800 Jewish deaths produced a 
natural increase of 48,100. In 2004, for the first time, more than 100,000 
Jewish babies were born in Israel. In 2012, 125,400 Jewish births and 35,900 
Jewish deaths produced a net increase of 89,500. Demand for children 
continues to be strong among both the religious and the secular populations, 
rooted partly in Jewish communal identity and partly in a broader sense of 
economic optimism and life satisfaction, and resulting in significantly larger 
families in Israel than among Jews in other countries (DellaPergola 2009).  

Low Jewish birth rates and population aging in the Diaspora are further 
impacted by high and continually increasing rates of intermarriage. Overall, 
the rate of intermarriage has been increasing among Jews, but significant 
differences persist by country. In recent years, in the Russian Federation, 
about 70% of recently married Jewish women and 80% of recently married 
Jewish men married non-Jews. In the US, and in several medium-size 
European Jewish communities, the intermarriage rate was over 50%; in 
France and the UK, it was over 40%; in Canada and Australia, over 30%; and 
in South Africa and Venezuela, over 15%. Of the major Jewish communities, 
probably only Mexico had an intermarriage rate lower than 15%. The 
incidence of intermarriage is significantly dependent on the ethno-religious 
composition of parents: most of the total increase in intermarriage occurs 
among Jewish adults who are themselves the children of intermarried parents 
(Phillips 2013).  
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In Israel, the rate of intermarriage is less than 5%, low but not 
negligible, reflecting the growing size of the non-Jewish population who 
immigrated under the Law of Return, particularly from the FSU. Many of these 
intermarriages are performed in Cyprus (Dvorin 2006). The absence of civil 
marriage in Israel raises the intriguing question of the inability of the Israeli 
legal system to face the family formation needs of an increasing number of 
citizens whose religion is not Jewish. On average, based on the 2010 Jewish 
population distribution and recent intermarriage rates in different countries, 
about 29% of all recently married Jews worldwide, and 48% of all recently 
married Jews in the Diaspora, started a new family with a non-Jewish partner. 
Scattered data on cohabitation among young Jewish adults point to much 
higher rates of intermarried couples. 

A further factor in Jewish population change is the Jewish identity of 
the children of intermarriages. The percentage of the children of intermarriage 
being raised as Jews during the early 1990s was about 20% in both the US 
(Phillips 1997) and the Russian Federation (Goskomstat 2004). In 2001, this 
percentage had increased in the US to more than one-third (Kotler-Berkowitz 
et al. 2003), but was still far from the 50% that would be required so as not to 
contribute to a decrease in the number of Jews. The non-identification with 
Judaism of many children of intermarriages, added to low levels of Jewish 
fertility, produces an even lower “effective Jewish birth rate.” 

In addition, non-affiliation with the Jewish community is more frequent 
among intermarried than among in-married Jewish adults. This often appears 
to be associated with a propensity to have fewer children. This whole chain of 
lifecycle factors related to marriage, childbearing, and childrearing potentially 
leading to Jewish identification and demographic erosion is quite marginal in 
Israel compared to other countries. 
 
Conversions 
Given the increasing number of Jewish households (defined as a household 
containing one or more self-identified Jews) some of whose members are not 
Jewish, the number of persons converting to Judaism is highly relevant to 
Jewish population change.  

In Israel, data on converts through the Israel Conversion (Giyur) Courts 
from 1999 to 2012 cover passages to Judaism certified through both the 
civilian and military (Israel Defense Forces) conversion systems. Most civilian 
conversions were of new Ethiopian immigrants who, in recent years, almost 
exclusively included over 3,000 Falash Mura annually. Within the military 
conversion system, the demand for conversion prevailed among young adults 
mostly born in the FSU or in Israel to non-Jewish immigrant mothers. About 
500-800 young military were converted annually from 2005 to 2012. Only a 
small number of converts were civilians from countries other than Ethiopia 
who immigrated to Israel under the Law of Return. Only in 2005, and again in 
2007 and 2008, did Conversion Courts certify somewhat higher numbers of 
converts. The 2009 estimate was much lower due to reduced immigration 
from Ethiopia and ongoing controversies within the Israeli Rabbinate about 
the general validity of conversion procedures. Some members of the Israeli 
Rabbinate have indeed requested that thousands of conversions performed in 
the Israel Defense Forces conversion system be annulled. The matter was 
eventually settled, but controversy about conversion in Israel remains high. 
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Overall, from 1999 to 2012, 71,984 persons converted to Judaism 
through Israeli rabbinical channels. Given the opposition to conversion within 
some branches of the Israeli Rabbinate, the actual number of gerim (Jewish 
neophytes) was not low and constituted a visible component of Israel's Jewish 
population growth. However, the total number of “others,” i.e., Law of Return 
immigrants and their children not registered as Jews, increased from 171,600 
in 1999 to 318,600 in 2013. Most of these "others" were lacking religious 
status, with a minority of less than 10% Christians and a few Moslems. Only in 
2008 and 2011 was the number of converts to Judaism greater than the 
annual increment in the “others” population. 

Data on conversions to and from Judaism in Diaspora countries exist, 
but have not been compiled systematically. The consistent evidence from 
socio-demographic surveys, reflecting the net effect of accessions and 
secessions, is that more people were born Jewish than the number of people 
who consider themselves currently Jewish. The main evidence for this loss 
derives from Jewish population surveys undertaken in the US. One recent 
source, the 2007 U.S. Religious Landscape Survey (Pew 2008), compares 
the percentages of those raised Jewish with those currently Jewish of the US 
total population. At least in terms of Jews by religion, the lifetime balance is 
unequivocally negative—about 0.2% of the US total population. Assuming the 
same effects among children as among adults, this would amount to a net 
lifetime loss of about 600,000 individuals, or well above 10% of a total Jewish 
population estimated by different authors at between 5 and 6.5 million (see 
below). It is true that some of these passages occur from/to the 
unknown/unreported/agnostic/atheist group, rather than from/to another 
specific religious group. But such data certainly disprove the assumption of a 
significant ongoing passage from the outside and the peripheral toward the 
inside and the central areas of the Jewish identification typology outlined in 
Figure 3, which would otherwise fuel an increase in the US Jewish 
population. 

Another, admittedly small, example illustrative of a more general trend 
comes from the 2001 Census of Scotland, the data from which are available 
separately and in greater detail than the data from other parts of the UK. In 
2001, 8,233 persons in Scotland declared that either they were raised Jewish 
or their current religion was Jewish. Of these, 5,661 (69%) were both raised 
Jewish and Judaism was their current religion; 1,785 (22%) were raised 
Jewish but were not currently Jewish; and 787 (9%) were not raised Jewish 
but were currently Jewish. Thus, the total number with Jewish upbringing was 
7,446, and the number currently Jewish was 6,448, a difference of 998—a net 
loss of 13% (Graham 2008). 
 
Age Composition 
Age composition plays a crucial role in population change. Figure 5, covering 
1975-2012, exemplifies the extreme variations that can emerge in age 
composition following the transition from higher to lower birth rates and death 
rates. Jewish populations can be classified into five demographic types, 
gradually moving from traditional, to transitional, moderately aging, advanced 
aging, and terminal. 

Traditional Jewish populations, frequent in the past and characterized 
by very high percentages of children, have disappeared. Jews in Ethiopia, 
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here portrayed just before their mass immigration to Israel in 1991, were the 
last surviving example.  

The transitional type occurs as fertility is controlled and mortality is 
lowered due to better health care. Such populations feature a relatively high 
percentage of children, an increasing share of adults, and a median age 
around 30 or under. Israel in 2012 provided the only persisting example of a 
Jewish population where the percentages in each major age group tend to 
decrease regularly from the younger age groups to the older age groups.  

In moderately aging communities, the center of gravity moves to age 
45-64, but children under age 15 are still more numerous than adults age 65 
and over. This type, whose median age is about 35 and less than 40, was still 
evident during the 1970s and through the 1990s in the US, and still later in 
some communities in Central and South America like Mexico, or even France 
which in 2002 still was in the moderately aging type with 19% age 65 and 
over, and possibly a similar percentage of children under age 15 (Cohen 
2002).  

More recently, Jewish communities in the US–namely in New York 
(Cohen, Ukeles, and Miller 2012)–and Canada, major Jewish communities in 
Western and Central European countries, Central and South American 
communities like Argentina and Brazil, as well as Australia and Turkey, joined 
the advanced aging type. In these populations, persons age 65 and over 
outnumber children under age 15, and median ages mostly range between 40 
and 45 but also tend to approach 50. 

The terminal age composition pattern is typical of the Russian 
Federation, the other FSU republics, Germany, and several other Eastern 
European countries. It comprises percentages of elders that are double or 
more the percentage of children, with a median age of 50 or higher, eventually 
tending toward 60 and over. 
  In the US, because of the lack of a national Jewish population survey in 
2010, the ongoing aging process can be portrayed by comparing results of 
NJPS 1990, with NJPS 2000-01 corrected for under-reporting of young and 
middle-age adults, and with projections of the same corrected figures for 2011 
(DellaPergola 2013). In these projections, death rates were based on Israeli 
Jews' detailed schedules—Israel being a country with high life expectancies of 
over 84 years for women and over 80 years for men in 2010. Birth rates were 
assumed according to varying assumptions about the effective Jewish fertility 
rate—i.e., estimated average children born, discounted for the non-inclusion 
of some children of intermarriages. The decline in the younger US Jewish 
cohorts under age 30 is evident (33.4% in 2011 versus 37.4% in 1990), as 
against an increase in the population age 60 and over (26.4% in 2011 versus 
22.4% in 1990). The whole gamut of Jewish community resources and needs 
is being significantly reshaped by these demographic changes that portray the 
aging of Jewish population. 
 
  



 

Fig. 5  Jewish populations in selected countries, by main age groups, 1975‐2012 

   



38  
 

Demographic Implications 
The corollary of the older age composition among Jews in many countries is 
that the annual number of deaths must outnumber the annual number of 
births. Such a skewed age composition also reflects the past non-
incorporation within the Jewish collective of many children of intermarriages, 
which is bound to lead to a continuing Jewish population decrease in future 
years as in fact has been the case in the Diaspora over the past decades. 

Jews in Israel are the notable exception. Their vital rates not only do 
generate Jewish population growth, but the rate of natural increase is high in 
comparison with other developed societies, and in fact very similar to that of 
the world's total population (Population Reference Bureau 2012). 
Contemporary Jewish demography is split between an Israeli component that 
features consistent increase and a Diaspora component which—though some 
internal variation exists—is bound to decrease. 
 

Jewish Population by Country 
 

The Americas 
The Jewish population in the Americas is predominantly concentrated in the 
US (5,425,000, or 88% of the continental total), followed by Canada (380,000, 
6%), South America (328,000, 5%), and Central America (56,900, 1%) 
(Appendix A). 
 
The United States 
Jewish population size in the US constitutes a most important component of 
any global Jewish population estimate and needs careful assessment in the 
general context of a lack of official Census documentation and of an 
abundance of alternative sources of quite diverse quality. In recent years the 
topic has been at the center of an intriguing debate in the social scientific 
study of Jewry. Competing narrative and empirical approaches have 
generated diverging estimates, with a significant high-low gap of about two 
million, and opposite interpretations of current and expected trends, ranging 
between rapid growth and slow decline. Two entire volumes comprising the 
whole gamut of methods and positions have been devoted to the matter 
(Heilman, 2005, 2013). Here we present reasoning and empirical evidence 
grounded on demographic research already discussed elsewhere in greater 
detail (DellaPergola 2005, 2010, 2012, 2013), as well as the main rationale of 
the competing schools of thought regarding the current number of Jews in the 
US. 

A general prerequisite of population estimates is that they should be 
coherent with similar estimates from earlier dates, reflecting the intervening 
changes over the period considered. The same applies to Jewish population 
estimates with the already noted caveat that comparisons are only possible if 
population definitions are kept comparable over time. In the US, several major 
sources of data allow for a detailed reconstruction of Jewish population trends 
since the end of World War II to date. In 1945, the total US Jewish population 
was realistically assessed at 4.4 million (Rosenwaike 1980). Between then 
and 1990, when the estimate was put around 5.5 million, all of the main 
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surveys undertaken provided agreeing indications on the general direction 
and speed of change. Relatively rapid growth until the late 1970s was 
followed by stagnation or incipient decline during the subsequent 20 years.  

A highly coherent time sequence was provided by several forward-
backward Jewish population projections that tried to ascertain whether the 
various national surveys could be logically related to each other through a set 
of assumptions inferred from the findings of the same surveys regarding 
international migration, age composition, marriage, fertility, survivorship at 
different ages, and conversions (DellaPergola 2005). Thus, in light of the then 
ongoing and expected demographic trends, the over 5 million Jews found in 
the 1957 Current Population Survey (CPS) (US Census Bureau 1958, 1968; 
Glick 1960; Goldstein 1969) quite accurately predicted the 5,420,000 Jews 
found by NJPS 1971 (Massarik 1974), which in turn predicted the 5,515,000 
found by NJPS 1990 (Kosmin et al. 1991). If there had been a NJPS 1980, it 
would probably have shown a peak-ever around 5.6 million, reflecting a first 
echo of the enhanced baby-boom cohorts. Yet, Jewish population was aging 
through the combined effect of postponed marriage, low fertility, more 
frequent intermarriage, and the non-attribution of Jewish identification to high 
percentages of the children of one non-Jewish parent. The unavoidable 
consequence was the stoppage of growth and incipient decline. Both NJPS 
1971 and NJPS 1990 findings (Schmelz and DellaPergola 1983, 1988) 
pointed to a predictable Jewish population reduction that was indeed found by 
two nearly simultaneous and competing studies in 2001. Indeed, both NJPS 
2000-01 (Kotler-Berkowitz et al. 2003) and the American Jewish Identity 
Survey (AJIS) (Mayer et al. 2001) assessed American Jewry at 5.2-5.3 million 
and produced fundamentally similar Jewish population profiles (Perlmann 
2007). Other Jewish population projections—having perhaps overestimated 
the US Jewish net migration balance—suggested somewhat higher scenarios, 
but equally ended up with an expectation of eventual decline after temporary 
growth (DellaPergola, Rebhun and Tolts 1999, 2000). 
 In some popular perceptions, NJPS 2000-01 is a study that failed 
because of a variety of inappropriate procedures during and after the 
fieldwork. But the truth is that NJPS 2000-01 was submitted to independent 
professional scrutiny, which concluded that the study—while handicapped by 
methodological shortcomings such as low response rates, inconsistent survey 
coverage of relevant population subgroups, and loss of documentation—stood 
within the range of professionally acceptable research standards and biases 
and was therefore eminently usable (Schulman 2003). And indeed some of 
the critics, leaving aside the question of population estimates, have used 
NJPS 2000-01 (Kadushin, Phillips, and Saxe 2005). By decision of the Jewish 
Federations of North America—the main sponsor of the 1971, 1990, and 
2000-01 National Jewish population surveys—no national survey was 
undertaken in 2010, thus depriving the public of the opportunity to further 
compare developments based on substantially similar Jewish databases. 

The mentioned survey-to-survey projections aimed at determining the 
consistency between different Jewish population databases scattered across 
more than forty years were significantly on target, with reasonable margins of 
error not only for the total Jewish population but also for each birth cohort. 
This means that the same people surveyed in a certain year were found alive 
and older at a later year—give and take a margin of statistical error, and 
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allowing for the intervening changes occurring within each sex and five-year 
age group, such as incoming and outgoing international migration, children 
born to women of relevant ages, deaths, accessions to and secessions from 
Jewish identity. Significantly, when stable characteristics of a given cohort, 
such as the number of children born to older women, could be compared at 
two points in time such as NJPS 1990 and NJPS 2000-01, they appeared to 
be the same, confirming that basically the same population had been 
surveyed twice (DellaPergola, 2013). It also should be noted that on most 
accounts when an NJPS-based estimate could be checked against a similar 
estimate from another source, the comparison usually held—with the possible 
exception of Jewish Community Center (JCC) membership. Examples of such 
good matches are the estimated numbers of children enrolled in Jewish day 
school compared with actual school enrollment (Schick 2005) and the 
estimated number of documented immigrants compared with actual 
institutional data (HIAS annual). 
 There remained however an important point of contention regarding a 
supposed undercount in NJPS 2000-01 of many Jewish adults age 35-44 and 
age 45-54 (Saxe et al. 2006, 2007; Tighe et al. 2009a, 2011). These adults 
were born, respectively, between 1957-1966 and 1947-1956. Indeed, a 
reduction in the reported number of Jews born in those specific years had 
already been noted when comparing NJPS 2000-01 with NJPS 1990, and 
perhaps more interestingly, also when comparing NJPS 1990 with NJPS 1971 
(DellaPergola 2005). As noted, NJPS 1990 data could be projected ten years 
forward and compared with the actual findings of NJPS 2000-01. This cohort-
wise comparison provided quite crucial evaluative information. The core 
Jewish population finally adjusted from NJPS 1990 was 5,515,000. For NJPS 
2000-01, actual data processing brought about an estimate of 5,035,468. 
After imputation of people not actually covered in the survey, such as 
institutionalized persons in homes for the elderly or in prisons, the estimate 
finally circulated amounted to 5,200,000 (Kotler Berkowitz et al. 2003). Our 
independent projection from 1990 to 2000 based on the evaluation of current 
migration, fertility, mortality, accession, and secession frequencies, provided a 
higher estimate of 5,367,244 (DellaPergola 2013). 
 Interestingly our detailed age-specific projection produced results 
nearly identical to the actual NJPS 2000-01 regarding two age cohorts, born 
between 1970-1990 and born in 1950 or earlier. The population actually 
covered fell short of the one projected by just 1% for those born in 1970-1990, 
age 0-19 in 1990 and age 10-29 in 2000, and by 1.7% for those born in 1950 
or earlier, age 40 and over in 1990 and age 50 and over in 2000. Moreover, 
the projection estimate of the age group 0-9 in 2000—the births expected to 
have occurred under observed age-specific fertility rates during the inter-
survey period—was 514,095, a figure nearly identical to the 515,146 core 
Jewish children of the same ages actually found in NJPS 2000-01—a 
discrepancy of 0.2 percent. So far, then, the expected and actual 2000-01 
data were extraordinarily consistent. However, the situation was different for 
the 1950-1970 birth cohort, age 20-39 in 1990 and age 30-49 in 2000. Here 
NJPS 2000-01 found 1,338,527 individuals versus an expected figure of 
1,624,543—a significant difference of -286,016 or -17.6 percent. In other 
words, this was a real shortcoming of NJPS 2000-01. 
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 Whether the significant under-coverage of this particular generation of 
Jewish adults born during and after the baby boom years depended on 
insufficient efforts or skills at the stage of fieldwork, or on the elusive nature of 
their Jewish identification cannot be easily adjudicated. Either explanation 
stands to reason. But unquestionably, a correction was necessary by adding 
overall a total of 331,776 core Jews to the original NJPS 2000-01 figure not 
inclusive of those in institutions. The correction affected not only total Jewish 
population size, but also age composition with visible effects on the 
subsequent demographic dynamics of US Jewry. In fact, the addition of 
286,000 adults at ages typical for family growth, plus about 50,000 older ones, 
could generate some Jewish population increase over the decade 2000-2010. 
Projecting the corrected NJPS 2000-01 to 2010 indeed resulted in a total of 
5,425,000 Jews—about 60,000 higher than the corrected 2000-01 figure. It is 
also true that entrance of the children of baby boomers in lifecycle's 
reproduction stage was quite late and incomplete and therefore the second 
baby-boom's echo effect, visible in the corrected data for 2010, was quite 
weak. 
 Looking more broadly at recent Jewish population patterns in the US, 
during the 1990s there was an influx of at least 200,000 new Jewish 
immigrants from the former Soviet Union (FSU), Israel, Central and South 
America, South Africa, Iran, and Western Europe, which was expected to 
have boosted the total US Jewish population. But, since the late 1960s, 
Jewish fertility consistently stood well below replacement level (2.1 children 
per woman), hence population continued to age producing rising death rates, 
while intermarriage rates continued to increase (beyond possible differences 
of opinion regarding the magnitude of these rates), and propensities to identify 
with Judaism among children of intermarriages continued to remain low and 
far less than half of all such children and younger adults. The ensuing 
population decrease was more likely the product of actual demographic trends 
than an artifact of insufficient data. 
 The current age composition of US Jewry and other evidence about 
age-specific birth and death frequencies suggests that about 50,000 Jewish 
births (by the core definition) occur annually in the US versus about 58,000 
Jewish deaths. The number of Jewish immigrants to the US has diminished 
significantly, especially from the FSU. In 2011 2,363 new immigrants moved 
from the US to Israel, and 2,290 did so in 2012 (Israel Central Bureau of 
Statistics). Such US emigration constitutes about one half of the total of 
Israelis admitted as legal immigrants in the US, 5,172 in 2010 and 4,389 in 
2011 (US Department of Homeland Security 2012). Jewish immigrants 
continued to arrive in the US from other countries, mainly in Western Europe, 
Eastern Europe, and Latin America. But, at the same time, an increase in 
Israelis returning to Israel and of immigrant US citizens in Israel was also 
recorded, reflecting the economic contingencies of the 2008-2009 major 
recession and the slow subsequent US recovery at a time when Israel's 
economy was comparatively stable. Consequently, an annual net migration 
into the US of 5,000 Jews or slightly more can be estimated. In other words 
net immigration basically balances the losses due to the higher number of 
Jewish deaths than Jewish births. 
 Regarding the balance of affiliations and disaffiliations with Judaism the 
notion that  more Jews are now "coming out of the closet" is disproven by 
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empirical evidence (Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life 2008). Examining 
shifts in lifetime religious preference in American society—comparatively more 
frequent than in other countries—an American Jewish Committee survey 
found that Jews, Catholics, and older established Protestant denominations 
tended to lose, while Evangelical denominations, Eastern cults, and especially 
the “religiously undefined” tended to gain (Smith 2008). All in all, American 
Jewry neither was gaining nor losing large numbers due to conversions to and 
from other religions. However, the overall number of secessions from Judaism 
was double the number of accessions. US Jewry continues its aging trajectory 
with low fertility rates well below generational replacement and a low 
percentage of children of intermarriage being raised as Jews. The latter 
feature might change in the future if the much higher percentages found by 
the 2005 Boston study (Saxe et al. 2006) and by the Middlesex County, NJ 
study of 2008 (Sheskin 2009) extend to other US Jewish communities. 
 Several other independent sources have more or less confirmed the 
general trends outlined here. The three American Religious Identity Surveys 
(ARIS) (Kosmin, Mayer, and Keysar 2001; Kosmin and Keysar, 2009), after 
one incorporates estimates of the child population and a proportional 
allocation from the steadily growing share of persons with no religion (the 
“nones,”) or who refuse to report a religion, provided comparatively lower 
Jewish population estimates, but the direction of change over time was the 
same as other national estimates, pointing to a decline toward 2000.  
 Among the more recent general surveys, by far the one with the largest 
national sample was the 2007 Pew Survey (Pew Forum on Religion & Public 
Life 2008). After assessing weighting procedures, response rates, age and 
religious composition of the households, and a sampling error of ±4.5%, the 
Jewish population range obtained was 5,343,000-5,847,000, with an average 
estimate of 5,595,000, including persons without religion who were raised 
Jewish in their childhood. 
 As against this basic profile, the literature of the past ten years has 
yielded widely different population estimates and perceptions of the direction 
of change. The puzzle of the growing discrepancy between US Jewish 
population estimates during the more recent period since 1990 reflects 
several problems. First and foremost is the inconsistent Jewish population 
definitions adopted by different sources. For example, the 2001-02 Heritage, 
Ancestry and Religious Identification survey (HARI) (Tobin and Groeneman 
2003) used a broader definition of Jewish identity than NJPS and AJIS in the 
same year. AJIS used the same definition as NJPS 1990, but NJPS 2000-01 
itself used a broader definition. In most other general surveys which include a 
Jewish subsample, many quite crucial Jewish-non-Jewish demographic 
differentials are often neglected. Examples are when data for a sample of 
American adults are used to project data for Jews, disregarding existing 
structural differences between Jews and non-Jews, namely the lower share of 
children among Jews; or when household variation in personal religious 
identifications is ignored in projections from household size to population size, 
thus incorporating non-Jews in Jewish population estimates. 
 Special national Jewish population surveys, like the various NJPSs, or 
other national population surveys which include a sizeable subsample of 
Jews, may claim to constitute a satisfactory basis for nationwide Jewish 
population estimates. Jewish national surveys, with their detailed information 
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on individual identification characteristics, offer good opportunities to assess 
the grey zones around the more clearly declared Jewish core. In Jewish 
sponsored surveys, along with a generally lower response rate, significantly 
fewer respondents than in general surveys readily admit their Jewishness 
when defined in terms of religion. On the other hand, quite a few respondents 
who in the first place may not seem to belong with the core Jewish population 
can be recovered and incorporated through detailed reading of personal 
family and life histories. General social surveys, based on population 
classification by religion, do not offer the same maneuvering opportunity—
hence resolution of the undeclared parts of the Jewish core becomes largely 
conjectural. A sure mistake would be to attribute in general surveys the same 
rate of non-response/unknown/agnostic as found in Jewish surveys. 
 Two alternative methods have been pursued to estimate the US Jewish 
population: 1) the compilation of a vast array of local Jewish population 
estimates (Sheskin and Dashefsky 2013), and 2) the meta-analysis of a vast 
pool of national surveys, each including a small subsample of Jews (Saxe and 
Tighe 2013). Neither method was designed since the beginning to determine 
countrywide population estimates. On the other hand, both methods provide 
excellent ground for serious comparative analytic work and for in-depth 
multivariate analysis.  
 Without detracting from the importance of local Jewish community 
studies—still the most important tool for Jewish community planning—the 
methodology of summing the local studies to obtain a national estimate is 
problematic, as the authors themselves fairly recognize (Sheskin and 
Dashefsky 2007; Sheskin 2008). Because of the large and diverse database 
they use, the lack of synchronization and the very uneven quality of the 
various sources, local Jewish community summations are at risk of amassing 
significant amounts of errors and biases, including double counts of 
geographically mobile individuals (Rebhun and Goldstein 2006; Groenman 
and Smith 2009) when it comes to national Jewish population estimates they 
were not designed to supply in the first place. Based on their compilation of 
local estimates Sheskin and Dashefsky (2013, Chapter 5) estimate the US 
Jewish population at 6.2-6.5 million. 
 The Brandeis Steinhardt Social Research Institute (SSRI) meta-
analysis of a large set of general social surveys is one of the more interesting 
and ambitious projects ever undertaken in the social scientific study of 
American Jews (Saxe et al. 2006; Tighe et al. 2005; Tighe et al. 2009). The 
SSRI suggestions that US Jewry might comprise 6.0-6.5 million, or perhaps 
even as many as 7.5 million persons, or that 70,000 Jewish babies are born 
annually, or that American Jewry grew by 13.5% during the last ten years, as 
against a US total White non-Hispanic population growth of 1.2% (US Census 
Bureau 2012) become plausible only if referring to the enlarged concept of 
total population in Jewish households and not to the core concept of 
individually-identified Jews (Tighe, Kadushin, and Saxe 2009, 2011). We 
should point out that the similar estimates reached using very different 
methods by Saxe and his associates, and by Sheskin and Dashefsky, are 
quite coincidental and in no way reflect mutual agreement between the 
respective research teams. 
 Following these facts and assumptions, our core Jewish population 
estimate is set at 5,425,000 for 2013. Dutifully taking into account survey 
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statistical errors, the US core Jewish population could be no less than 5.2 and 
no more than 5.7 million. Our estimate reflects a well-documented pattern by 
which US Jewish population size, under consistent definitions, has not 
changed much since 2001 besides marginal growth, and will probably not 
change dramatically for several more years. The suggestion of significantly 
higher core Jewish population estimates at the beginning of the second 
decade of the 21st century does not look tenable, as the implicit assumption of 
these higher estimates is that either: (a) there were one million more Jews in 
the US in the 1970s than commonly known, or (b) that the US Jewish 
population has grown during the past decade at a pace higher than that of the 
US total white population, or similar to that of the Jewish population in Israel, 
or (c) that Jewish population definitions can be freely updated and stretched 
following the prevailing mood of American society regardless of common 
standards in other countries. 
 If, however, different definitional rules are considered, the picture is 
quite different. It is beyond dispute that the US has a far larger enlarged and 
Law of Return population. The former comprises at least 6.8 million persons 
who are Jewish, or have been Jewish, or have a Jewish parent and are not 
Jewish themselves. The enlarged population of current Jews, other persons 
with Jewish ancestry, and all other non-Jewish members of households with 
at least one Jewish member can be evaluated at 8.3 million. By the rules of 
the Law of Return—which along with Jews also entitles their non-Jewish 
children, grandchildren, and the respective spouses to Israeli citizenship—
there might be in the US as many as 11 million persons eligible. 
 
Canada 
In Canada, the situation is significantly different than in the US concerning 
both available databases and substantive population trends. In 2011, a new 
National Household Survey (previously known as a population census) was 
undertaken, allowing for comparisons with the Censuses of 2006 which 
included a question on ethnic ancestry and of 2001 which also provided data 
on religion (Statistics Canada). Estimates of Jewish ethnicity, released every 
five years, can be compared with estimates of religion, released every ten 
years. Both types of information can be used to provide an estimate of 
Canada’s core Jewish population. Data on religion and ancestry are collected 
through open-ended questions, with examples and instructions provided. 
Since 1981, Canadians can declare either a single or a multiple ethnic 
ancestry (up to four categories, one for each grandparent). Consequently, 
people can be ethnically Jewish only, or Jewish and something else, being the 
descendants of intermarriages or expressing multiple cultural identities. Ethnic 
Jews, as defined by the Canadian Census, include persons who hold a non-
Jewish religion, but these persons are not included in the core concept used 
herein. On the other hand, persons without religion may declare a Jewish 
ethnicity in the Canadian Census and are included in the core. The Jewish 
Federations of Canada defines this as the Jewish Standard Definition (Shahar 
2004).  

In 2011, 329,500 Canadians declared they were Jewish by religion. 
The number has remained nearly unchanged compared to 2001, when it 
reached 329,995. Previously there had been a significant increase from 
296,425 in 1981 and 318,070 in 1991. Following Jewish ethnicity throughout 
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the past decades provides further clues on Jewish population and 
identification in Canada. An initial estimate of 293,000 ethnic Jews in 1981 
increased to a peak of 370,000 in 1991, and has since decreased to 349,000 
in 2001, 315,000 in 2006, and 309,650 in 2011—a decrease of 1.7% in five 
years and 16.3% in twenty years. In other words, the ethnic mode of Jewish 
identification was stronger than the religious mode until 2001, but now seems 
to be losing traction among Canadian Jewry. By combining religion and 
ethnicity, the core Jewish population was evaluated at 312,060 in 1981, 
356,315 in 1991, 370,520 in 2001, and 380,000 in 2011. Compared to the 
core figure, religion tended to lose some ground, constituting 95% of the 
broader concept in 1981 and 87% in 2011. The main Jewish population 
growth therefore involved the total of persons with a Jewish religion but 
another ethnicity, and persons with a Jewish ethnicity but no religion. Figure 6 
provides a synopsis of the number of Jews by various definitions since 1981. 
 More striking changes affected the distribution of Canadians and of the 
Jews among them between single and multiple ethnicities. Among Canada’s 
total population in 2011, 57.9% of the total population provided a single 
ethnicity answer and 42.1% reported multiple ethnicities. 5.8 million (31%) of 
the 19 million who provided a single ethnic response declared themselves to 
be Canadian, and 4.7 million (34%) of the 13.8 million who provided a multiple 
response did so. All in all, 10.6 million of a total population of 32.9 million 
reported a Canadian ethnicity—which in other epochs was thought to be a 
nonexistent construct. The growth of a new Canadian ethnic identity from the 
merger of pre-existing ethnicities is parallel to the development of a new 
American ethnic identity in the US (Lieberson and Waters 1988). Most likely, 
the rapid growth of Canadian as a primary or additional ethnic category 
affects identification perceptions among Jews. In 1981, 90% of total ethnic 
Jews declared a single ethnicity, but this share had decreased to 66% in 
1991, 53% in 2001, 43% in 2006, and 37% in 2011. The proportion of Jews 
(63%) with a multiple ethnicity is today much higher than among the total 
population (42%). Some minor inconsistencies in the ratio between the 
number Jews by religion and by ethnicity depend on changes in classification 
definitions and modes of data processing at Statistics Canada. 
 The sharp decrease from 1991 to 2011 in Jewish ethnic identification 
clearly points to a powerful process of acculturation that operates at two 
levels. One is that intermarriage is on the increase, which generates growing 
multiple ancestries among descendants of Jews. The share of children of 
intermarriage reported to be Jewish is also increasing, with significant gender 
differences in this respect: The likelihood of a child of intermarriage being 
raised Jewish is four times higher if the mother is Jewish than if the father is 
(Goldman 2009). 
 As noted, the number of Canada’s Jews according to religion remained 
stable around 330,000 between 2001 and 2011. It should be stressed, 
though, that between 2001 and 2011, 21,445 Jews immigrated into Canada 
were still in Canada in 2011. Consequently, the Jewish population by religion 
would have decreased by a similar amount (a potential decrease of 6.5%) 
were it not for this immigration. This essentially points to some emigration, to 
a negative balance between Jewish births and Jewish deaths, and to 
passages from self-definition of Jews by religion to lack of religion. Emigration 
from Canada is moderate, with 457 persons migrating to Israel in 2011-2012,



 

Fig. 6  Jewish population in Canada, by different definitions, 1981‐2011 
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and an unknown number of others evidently moving to the US and possibly 
other countries. 
 Assuming continuing immigration to Canada, but also some internal 
attrition, we estimate the Jewish population to be at 380,000 in 2013, the 
world’s fourth largest Jewish community. Actually, this estimate is not strictly 
comparable with the concept of core Jewish population as it includes a fast 
increasing number of persons for whom Jewish is only one among multiple 
ethnic identities, and some of whom may not readily identify as Jewish if 
asked. Some of these would probably better be included among the non-
Jewish component of the enlarged Jewish population. Taking into account all 
ethnic Jews who profess a non-Jewish religion, and other non-Jewish 
household members, an enlarged Jewish population of 500,000 would 
probably obtain. 
 The Jewish population of Canada was greatly concentrated in the 
major urban areas. In 2001, about half the total lived in Toronto, another 
fourth lived in Montreal, and the total of the five main urban area including 
Vancouver, Winnipeg and Ottawa reached 87% (Weinfeld, Schnoor and 
Koffman 2012).  
 
Mexico 
 In Mexico, the third largest Jewish community in Central and South 
America, the 2010 Census reported a Jewish population of 59,161 plus 
another 8,315 Neo israelitas (New Jews), for a grand total of 67,476 (Instituto 
Nacional de Estadística y Geografía 2012). Of these, 62,913—55,138 Jews 
and 7,775 New Jews, respectively, were age 5 and over. The 2000 Census 
reported 45,260 Jews age 5 and over (Table 8) (Instituto Nacional de 
Estadística, Geografía e Informatica 2002). If we project the number of Jews 
age 5 and over to an estimate also inclusive of children, the total population 
obtained for 2000 would be about 49,000. On the face of these data we would 
have an increase of over 10,000 (+21%) if only counting the Jews, and nearly 
18,500 (+38%) if also including the New Jews. These quite surprising findings, 
at a time when migration if anything is slightly diminishing Mexican Jewish 
population size, are consistent with erratic estimates in past Censuses which 
reported 17,574 Jews in 1950, 100,750 in 1960, 49,181 in 1970, 61,790 in 
1980, and 57,918 (age 5 and over) in 1990. In other words these figures 
cannot be accepted at face value.  
 An in-depth analysis of the 1970 Census (DellaPergola and Schmelz 
1978) indeed unveiled a significant presence among those defined as Jews of 
persons adherent to other religious denominations, mostly located in distant 
rural states or peripheral urban areas, with very low levels of educational 
attainment, exclusive knowledge of local indigenous idioms, and descalzos 
(shoeless). The further inclusion of a category of Neo israelitas in 2010 does 
not seem to convincingly solve the problem of the attribution to Judaism of a 
population most likely composed of followers of Evangelical sects or 
Jehovah’s Witnesses.  
 Indeed, the 2010 Census compares the age 5 and over population by 
state. The total Jewish population age 5 and over in the metropolitan area of 
Mexico City (Federal District and the adjacent portions of the State of Mexico 
including the northwestern suburbs of the capital city) was 32,464 in 2000 and 
39,777 in 2010. Allocation of the 0-4 age group in the 2000 Census suggested  



  

TABLE 8 Jewish population age 5 and over in Mexico, 2000‐2010 

Federal Division  2000  2010  Difference 
Percentage

change 2000‐2010 

Total  45,260  61,991  16,731  37.0 

Federal District  18,380  18,865  485  2.6 

State of Mexico  14,084  19,812  5,728  40.7 

Rest of Mexico  12,796  23,314  10,518  82.2 

Source: Unadjusted census data, see text.  
Source: Instituto Nacional de Estadística, Geografía y Informatica 2002; Instituto Nacional de Estadística y Geografía 2012. 
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an estimate of about 35,000 Jews in the Mexico City metropolitan area and 
40,000 nationwide. Based on the published (and not totally consistent) 
Census figures, Jews in Mexico age 5 and over (not including Neo israelitas) 
would have increased from 45,260 in 2000 to 61,991 in 2010, an increase of 
16,731 (+37.0%). The increase would be only 485 (+2.6%) in the Federal 
District, 5,728 (+40.7%) in the State of Mexico, and 10,518 (+82.2%) in 
Mexico's other federal states. Such findings are most implausible. A Jewish 
population survey undertaken in 2000 provided a national estimate of 39,870 
Jews, of whom 37,350 lived in Mexico City (Comité Central Israelita de 
México 2000), confirming the results of a previous 1991 survey (DellaPergola 
and Lerner 1995). A new survey in 2006 confirmed the previous results 
(Comité Central Israelita de México 2006).  
 Mexican Jewry still displays a relatively young age profile compared to 
other Jewish populations in Central and South America, but some aging was 
visible during the past decade and emigration intermittently affected the 
community. In 2013, allowing for some emigration to the US and Israel (158 
persons moved to Israel in 2011-2012) and some new arrivals we upwardly 
corrected our previous Jewish population estimate to 40,000, the world’s 
fourteenth largest Jewish community (Table 4). 
 
Other Central and South American countries 
Since the 1960s, the Jewish population has been generally decreasing in 
Central and South America, reflecting recurring economic and security 
concerns (Schmelz and DellaPergola 1985, 1987, 2008, 2011). However, 
outside the mainstream of the established Jewish community, an increased 
interest in Judaism appeared among real or putative descendants of 
Conversos whose ancestors left Judaism and converted to Christianity under 
the pressure of the Inquisition in Spain and Portugal. Some of these Converso 
communities have been trying to create a permanent framework for their 
Jewish identity, in part manifested through formal conversion to Judaism and 
migration to Israel. In the long run, such a phenomenon might lead to some 
expansion in the size of some communities, especially smaller ones located in 
the peripheral areas of Brazil, Peru, Colombia, and other countries. 
 Argentina has the largest Jewish community in Central and South 
America. Nearly 6,000 Jews emigrated from Argentina to Israel in 2002—the 
highest number ever in a single year from that country—due to dire economic 
conditions in Argentina and to special incentives offered by Israel. In 2003, the 
Argentinean economic situation eased somewhat and Israel restricted its 
incentives, resulting in much lower levels of emigration. About 1,500 persons 
left Argentina for Israel in 2003, decreasing steadily to 337 in 2010, 220 in 
2011, and 222 in 2012 (Israel Central Bureau of Statistics). Based on the 
experience of previous years, approximately 20% of these migrants were non-
Jewish household members. Partial evidence from different sources indicated 
that less than half of total Jewish emigration from Argentina was to Israel, with 
most others going to South Florida, where the Greater Miami Jewish 
Federation ran a program to assist Argentinian Jews. Permanence in Israel of 
the new immigrants was high, at least during the first three years after 
immigration, with only about 10% emigrating (Adler 2004). 
 Following a 2004 Jewish population survey in the Buenos Aires 
metropolitan area (AMBA) (Jmelnizky and Erdei 2005), an initial claim of a 
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Jewish population of 244,000 was based on significantly extended definitional 
criteria. Of the 244,000, 64,000 were Christians and about another 20,000 
reported some Jewish ancestry, but did not consider themselves Jewish. 
Overall, 161,000 people in the AMBA considered themselves as totally or 
partly Jewish—consistent with our own previous estimate of 165,000. This 
estimate for the major urban concentration appeared consistent with our 
national core estimate. The 244,000 estimate is a good estimate of the 
enlarged Jewish population (including non-Jewish members of Jewish 
households) in AMBA, while over 300,000 persons were identified in the same 
survey who were in some way of Jewish origin or attached to a person of 
Jewish origin. Another survey, limited to the City of Buenos Aires, suggested 
significant aging of the core Jewish population, reflecting the emigration of 
younger households in recent years (Rubel 2005). The current situation 
implies an annual loss of about 500-1,000 persons through a negative 
balance of Jewish births and deaths and emigration. Argentina’s Jewish 
population is assessed at 181,500 in 2013, the world’s seventh largest Jewish 
community. 
 In Brazil, the second largest Central and South American Jewish 
community, the 2000 Census indicated a rather stable Jewish population of 
86,828, up from 86,416 in 1991 (Instituto BrasiIero de Geografia e Estadistica; 
Decol 2002). Considering the possible omission of persons who did not 
answer the Census question on religion, we assessed Brazil’s core Jewish 
population at 97,000 in 2003 and, allowing for moderate emigration (319 
persons went to Israel in 2011-2012), at 95,200 in 2013—the world’s tenth 
largest Jewish community. The Census data were consistent with systematic 
documentation efforts undertaken by the Jewish Federation of São Paulo that 
showed 47,286 Jews (Federação Israelita do Estado de São Paulo FISESP 
2002) and an assumption that about one-half of Brazil’s Jews live in that city. 
According to the Census data, the Jewish population in São Paolo decreased 
from 41,308 in 1980 to 37,500 in 2000 (Instituto Brasilero de Geografia e 
Estatistica IBGE 2001; Decol 1999). Brazil’s enlarged Jewish population 
(including non-Jewish members of Jewish households) was assessed at 
132,191 in 1980 and 117,296 in 1991 and reached 119,430 in 2000 (Decol 
2009). The enlarged Jewish population is assessed at 125,000 in 2013. 
 Chile has the fourth largest Jewish community in Central and South 
America. This relatively stable core Jewish population is assessed at 18,500 
in 2013 on the basis of the 2002 Census (Instituto Nacional de Estadistica 
2003) and an earlier Jewish population survey (Berger et al. 1995). Uruguay 
has experienced continuing emigration (Berenstein and Porzecanski 2001; 
Porzecanski 2006), including 115 migrants to Israel in 2011-2012. The Jewish 
population estimate for Uruguay was reduced to 17,200 in 2013. Venezuela 
experienced significant Jewish emigration in recent years (DellaPergola, 
Benzaquen, Beker de Weinraub 2000). In 2000, about 20% of the former 
students of Jewish schools in Uruguay, and over one-third of the adult 
children of Caracas Jews, lived in a different country. In Venezuela, where the 
Jewish community has been under pressure due to the demanding local 
political circumstances, the estimate was reduced to 9,000 Jews, reflecting 
emigration of 110 persons to Israel, and higher numbers to other countries, 
particularly South Florida, in 2011-2012. 
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 In Central America, Panama's Jewish population was re-evaluated at 
10,000 following Jewish immigration from other Central and South American 
countries. Costa Rica, as well as Colombia, with 134 migrants to Israel in 
2010-2011, and Peru, with 116 migrants (several of whom recently converted 
to Judaism) had Jewish populations below 3,000. 
 
Europe 
The Jewish population in Europe, estimated at 1,416,400 in 2013, is 
increasingly concentrated in the western part of the continent and within the 
European Union (EU) (Appendix A). The EU, comprising 27 countries, 
reached an estimated total of 1,105,700 Jews in 2013 (78% of the continent’s 
total). The former Soviet republics in Europe outside the EU comprised 
270,300 Jews (19%). All other European countries combined comprised 
40,400 Jews (3%).  
 The momentous European political transformations since the fall of the 
Berlin Wall and the end of the Soviet Union brought about significant changes 
in the structure of Jewish community organizations, with an expanded 
presence of Israeli and American bodies in Eastern European countries. The 
latter have played an important role in strengthening or even creating anew 
the possibilities of Eastern European Jewish life in the fields of religion, 
education, culture, social service, and support to the needy. The revitalization 
of Jewish community life may have some impact on demographic trends, 
primarily through the revival of submerged Jewish identities and the stimulus 
of greater social interaction with other Jews, possibly leading to Jewish 
marriages and children. Europe is much more politically fragmented than the 
US, making it more difficult to create a homogeneous database. Nevertheless 
several works have attempted to create and expand such analytic frames of 
reference (Graham 2004; Kovacs and Barna 2010; DellaPergola 2010). 
 
The European Union (EU) 
In 2004, the EU expanded from 15 to 25 countries, incorporating the three 
Baltic FSU republics (Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania), another five that had 
been part of the Soviet area of influence in Eastern Europe (the Czech 
Republic, Hungary, Poland, Slovakia, and Slovenia), and two southern 
European insular countries (Cyprus and Malta). In 2007, two more countries 
that had been part of the Eastern Europe sphere of influence of the Soviet 
Union were admitted to the EU (Romania and Bulgaria), and in June 2013 
Croatia joined as the 28th member. The EU’s expanded format symbolized an 
important historical landmark: the virtual boundary between Western and 
Eastern Europe was erased. Macedonia, Serbia, Montenegro, and Turkey are 
the next candidates for EU membership. Disagreements about the possible 
inclusion of an Islamic country like Turkey reflect the ongoing dilemma in the 
definition of Europe’s own cultural and geopolitical boundaries. 
 
United Kingdom 
 In the United Kingdom, the 2011 Census (Office for National 
Statistics) (Table 9), initially available for England and Wales, pointed to a 
slight Jewish population increase, from 259,927 in 2001 to 263,346 in 2011 
(+1.3%). The total Jewish population for the UK (England, Scotland, Wales, 
and Northern Ireland) in 2001 was 266,741. The 2001 national population 



52  
 

Census included a voluntary question on religion for the first time since the 
nineteenth century (Kosmin and Waterman 2002). There was general 
agreement that the 2001 Census had somewhat underestimated the Jewish 
population, especially in areas inhabited by the more religious sections of UK 
Jewry. In 2011, indications exist that the response rate significantly increased 
in those areas, especially when it was realized that government investment 
tends to be based on reported population figures (Graham and Vulkan 2012). 
In 2001, about 15% of the UK total population reported no religion and 
another 8% did not answer the question, for a total of 23%. In 2011, this 
percentage rose to 32% (25% and 7% respectively). In view of the organized 
Jewish community’s efforts to encourage participation in the Census, it is not 
plausible that Jewish population estimates should be expanded accounting for 
the increase in agnostics and atheists to an extent similar to that of the total 
population. But indeed some upward adjustments are necessary (Graham, 
Schmool and Waterman 2007; Graham and Waterman 2005; Voas 2005; 
Graham and Waterman 2007). 
 Detailed tabulations were obtained by the Institute for Jewish Policy 
Research and the Board of Deputies of British Jews from the Office for 
National Statistics from the 2001 Census. An in-depth profile of the socio-
demographics of British Jewry thus emerged, along with a better evaluation of 
the quality of Jewish population estimates. One interesting finding was that 
the Jewish population was dispersed over the whole national territory, 
including all counties but one—the Isles of Scilly. The presence of Jews in 
areas lacking Jewish infrastructure suggests a lower degree of affiliation with 
the organized community than previously assumed. Analyses of data for 
detailed geographical precincts allowed for estimates of non-response in 
areas with higher and lower Jewish shares of the total population. A 
significant correlation was found between the known Jewish religiosity, in 
terms of the local presence of very Orthodox Jews in a ward, and non-
response to the religion question. On the other hand, post-Census surveys of 
Jews in London and Leeds did not reveal high percentages declaring they had 
not answered "Jewish" to the question on religion (Miller, Schmool and 
Lerman 1996; Graham and Vulkan 2007). 
 Table 9 illustrates significant geographical shifts that occurred among 
UK Jews between 2001 and 2011. The most significant relative increase 
occurred in the North East, including the Yeshiva center of Gateshead upon 
Tyne. Increases also occurred in the North West (Manchester) and East 
Midlands (Nottingham) areas. On the other hand significant losses appeared 
in the Yorkshire and Humber (Leeds) and West Midlands (Birmingham) areas, 
as well as throughout the South East (Surrey), the South West 
(Bournemouth), and Wales. Regarding London, the main portion of the 
metropolitan area was quite stable (148,602 in 2011 versus 149,789 in 2001) 
with an increase of over 3,000 in Inner London partly compensating for a 
decrease of 5,000 in Outer London, while the areas just beyond London's 
northwestern suburbs (Hertsfordshire) continued to expand steadily. As noted, 
some of these changes may reflect the higher propensity of Haredi Jews to 
participate in the 2011 Census.  
 As already noted, more detailed data for Scotland in 2001 (where some 
Census questions were asked differently than in other UK areas) showed 
6,448 people currently reporting Jewish religion as compared to a total of 



  

TABLE 9 Jewish population in the United Kingdom, 2001‐2011 

Area and main city or county 

Jewish population 

Percentage 
change 

2001‐2011 

Total 
population 

2011 

Jews per 

2001  2011 

1,000 total 
population 

2011 

Total United Kingdom  266,872  NA  63,182,175 

England  257,671  261,282  1.4  53,012,456  4.9 

North East (Gateshead)  3,151  4,503  42.9  2,596,886  1.7 

North West (Manchester)  27,974  30,417  8.7  7,052,177  4.3 

Yorkshire and the Humber (Leeds)  11,554  9,929  ‐14.1  5,283,733  1.9 

East Midlands (Nottingham)  4,075  4,254  4.4  4,533,222  0.9 

West Midlands (Birmingham)  4,977  4,621  ‐7.2  5,601,847  0.8 

East (Hertsfordshire)  30,367  34,830  14.7  5,846,965  6.0 

London  149,789  148,602  ‐0.8  8,173,941  18.2 

South East (Surrey)  19,037  17,761  ‐6.7  8,634,750  2.1 

South West (Bournemouth)  6,747  6,365  ‐5.7  5,288,935  1.2 

Wales  2,256  2,064  ‐8.5  3,063,456  0.7 

Northern Ireland  365  NA  1,810,863 

Scotland  6,580  NA  5,295,400 

Source: Office for National Statistics 2012; Graham, Boyd, Vulkan 2012. 
 
 
TABLE 10 Jewish population in Germany, 1989‐2012 

Area and main city 

Jewish population  Percentage change 
Total 

population  Jews 

1989  2006  2012  1989‐2006  2006‐2012  2012 

per 1,000 
total 

population 
2012 

Total  31,057  107,794  102,135  247.1  ‐5.2  81,751,895  1.2 

Baden‐Wurttemberg (Stuttgart)  1,936  8,157  8,262  321.3  1.3  10,753,880  0.8 

Bavaria (Munich)  5,484  18,825  18,352  243.3  ‐2.5  12,538,696  1.5 

Berlin  8,500  11,022  10,237  29.7  ‐7.1  3,460,725  3.0 

Brandenburg  450  1,374  1,450  205.3  5.5  2,503,273  0.6 

Bremen  132  1,140  972  763.6  ‐14.7  660,999  1.5 

Hamburg  1,344  3,086  2,527  129.6  ‐18.1  1,786,448  1.4 

Hesse (Frankfurt a.M.)  6,440  12,429  11,652  93.0  ‐6.3  6,067,021  1.9 

Mecklenburg‐Vorpommern  100  1,750  1,547  1,650.0  ‐11.6  1,642,327  0.9 

Lower Saxony (Hannover)  501  9,197  8,245  1,735.7  ‐10.4  7,918,293  1.0 

North Rhine‐Westphalia (Düsseldorf)  4,782  29,652  27,702  520.1  ‐6.6  17,845,154  1.6 

Rhineland‐Palatinate (Mainz)  352  3,237  3,294  819.6  1.8  4,003,745  0.8 

Saarland  236  1,134  993  380.5  ‐12.4  1,017,567  1.0 

Saxony (Leipzig)  350  2,576  2,655  636.0  3.1  4,149,477  0.6 

Saxony‐Anhalt  50  1,805  1,481  3,510.0  ‐18.0  2,335,006  0.6 

Schleswig‐Holstein  250  1,679  1,970  571.6  17.3  2,834,259  0.7 

Thuringia  150  731  796  387.3  8.9  2,235,025  0.4 

Total former West Germany + Berlin  29,957  99,558  94,206  232.3  ‐5.4  68,886,787  1.4 

Total former East Germany  1,100  8,236  7,929  648.7  ‐3.7  12,865,108  0.6 

Source: Zentralwohlfahrtsstelle der Juden in Deutschland 2013. 
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7,446 who said they were raised as Jews—a net lifetime loss of 13% (United 
Kingdom, Scotland, General Register Office 2002; JPR 2003). 
 British Jewry is aging, with 16% of persons being under age 15, 
compared to 22% age 65 and over in 2001. Vital statistics routinely collected 
by the Board of Deputies of British Jews Community Research Unit on the 
annual number of Jewish births were quite consistent with the Census returns 
(The Board of Deputies of British Jews, Community Research Unit 2005). 
Comparing the uncorrected Census returns for the age 0-9 group and the 
recorded number of Jewish births over the past ten years preceding the 
Census, the discrepancy was only 2.5%. This confirms some undercount, but 
not on a scale that would significantly impact Jewish population Census 
estimates. The same vital statistics indicated a continuing excess of Jewish 
burials over Jewish births until 2004, but since 2005 the trends apparently 
reversed. The steadily decreasing number of Jewish deaths is an obvious 
symptom of a shrinking population which loses several hundred people 
annually through a negative vital balance, and a growing use by Jews of non-
Jewish burial societies.  
 Another indicator of the same trend is the decreasing synagogue 
membership in the UK (Hart and Kafka 2006; Graham and Vulkan 2010; 
Vulkan and Graham 2008). Synagogue membership decreased by 17.8% 
between 1990 and 2000, and by 4.5% (about 1% annually) between 2001 and 
2005. This trend, however, seems to have abated, as in 2010 synagogue 
membership was 82,963 households, compared to 83,567 households in 
2005. At the same time, the denominational balance has shifted toward the 
strictly, often called right-wing, Orthodox (whose membership doubled 
between 1990 and 2010) and Masorti (tending to American Conservative, with 
an 85% membership increase), as against a reduction in the Central 
(mainstream) Orthodox (a 30% membership decrease). This may plausibly 
explain the apparent increase in the birth rate. But the decreasing number of 
recorded burials is most likely explained by an increasing number of families 
who do not choose Jewish burial societies. 
 We increased the UK Jewish population estimate from the 2001 
Census count of 266,741 to 300,000 (about 12%), and to 291,000 in 2011 
(about a 9% increase over 2001, pending the receipt of results for Scotland 
and Northern Ireland) assuming a lower rate of non-response among Jews 
than in the general population in the 2011 Census. All in all, this seems a fair 
resolution. The updating must account for the negative balance of births and 
deaths during most of the intercensal period after correcting for under-
reporting, as well as a moderate increase in emigration (485 persons 
immigrated to Israel in 2011 and 569 in 2012). We estimated the UK’s total 
Jewish population at 290,000 in 2013, the world’s 5th largest Jewish 
community. 
 
Germany 
 In Germany, Jewish immigration mainly from the FSU, brought to the 
country over 200,000 Jews and non-Jewish household members between 
1989 and 2005. This caused a significant boost in the Jewish population of 
Germany that had previously relied on a few Shoah survivors and several 
thousand immigrants mostly from Eastern Europe and Israel. This major 
immigration wave subsequently diminished to a few hundred annually. The 
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German government, under pressure because of growing unemployment and 
a crumbling welfare system, limited Jewish immigration from the FSU in 2005. 
On January 1, 2005, the previous special quota immigration law 
(Kontingentsflüchtlingsgesetz) was replaced by new more restrictive rules 
(Zuwanderungsgesetz). Jews lost their privileged quota status. The new law 
elevated integration into German society and good economic prospects above 
other considerations and required Jews aspiring to immigrate to Germany to 
first prove that a community would accept them as members. Prior knowledge 
of the German language was required. Potential Jewish immigrants now also 
had to prove that they would not be dependent on welfare and were willing to 
enter the German labor market (Cohen and Kogan 2005; Dietz, Lebok, and 
Polian 2002; Erlanger 2006). 
 In 2012, based on German Jewish community sources, 481 Jewish 
FSU immigrants were recorded as new members of German Jewish 
communities, as compared to 636 in 2011, 667 in 2010, 704 in 2009, 862 in 
2008, 1,296 in 2007, 1,971 in 2006, 3,124 in 2005, 4,757 in 2004, 6,224 in 
2003, and 6,597 in 2002 (Zentralwohlfahrtsstelle der Juden in Deutschland 
2013). Between 2002 and 2004, the enlarged total of Jews and non-Jewish 
family members who came to Germany from the FSU was larger than the 
number of FSU migrants to Israel, but Israel regained primacy as of 2005. 
Admission criteria to the central Jewish community follow Jewish rabbinical 
rules. The total number of core Jews registered with the central Jewish 
community, after increasing consistently since 1989 to a peak of 107,794 in 
2006, diminished to 107,330 in 2007, 106,435 in 2008, 104,241 in 2009, 
104,024 in 2010, 102,797 in 2011, and 102,797 in 2012. Of the current total, 
only 5,000-6,000 were part of the original community of 28,081 members at 
the end of 1990. The remainder was mostly recent immigrants and their 
children. Table 10 compares the numbers and geographical composition of 
Jews in Germany at three points in time: 1989 on the eve of the great 
migration influx, at the peak of growth in 2006, and in 2012. 
 Total growth between 1989-2006 was 253.9%, or more than three and 
a half times. However during the past seven years, a contraction of 5% is 
seen. Most of the growth was in the Länders (states) of the former Federal 
Republic of Germany (FRG) (West Germany) which passed from 29,957 in 
1989 to 99,558 in 2006, and diminished to 94,206 in 2013. In the Länders of 
the former German Democratic Republic (DDR) (East Germany) the number 
of Jews was assessed at a tiny 1,100 in 1989, increased to 8,236 in 2006, 
and was slightly reduced to 7,929 in 2012. Because of the German national 
policy to decentralize the geographical absorption of immigrants, no specific 
area has become really dominant in Jewish population distribution. The main 
regional concentrations were in the industrial area of Northern Rein-
Westphalia (Düsseldorf, Dortmund, Cologne), Bavaria (Munich), Hesse 
(Frankfurt), and Berlin. 
 The age composition not only of the 5,000-6,000 long-time Jewish 
residents of Germany, but also of the many more newcomers, is very skewed 
and very aged. To characterize the prevailing demographic trend, in 2012, 
199 Jewish births and 1,282 Jewish deaths were recorded by the German 
Jewish community, a loss of over 1,000 Jews. While 563 Jews joined a 
German Jewish community in 2012, 784 Jews withdrew membership. 
Moreover, 197 persons emigrated to Israel in 2011-2012. All in all, because of  
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these and other population movements, the total Jewish community inclusive 
of orthodox and liberal congregations diminished by 862 persons in 2012. 
Allowing for delays in joining the organized community on the part of new 
immigrants and a preference on the part of some Jews not to identify with its 
official institutions, we assessed Germany’s core Jewish population at 
118,000 in 2013, the world’s eighth largest Jewish community. The enlarged 
Jewish population, inclusive of the non-Jewish relatives of immigrants, is 
closer to 250,000, and creates new opportunities for Jewish religious, social, 
and cultural life in Germany. It also suggests significant dependence on 
welfare and a significant need for elderly services (Schoeps, Jasper, and Vogt 
1999). 
 
Other EU countries 
 The largest Jewish community in Europe is France, where a 2002 
national survey suggested 500,000 core Jews, plus an additional 75,000 non-
Jewish members of Jewish households (Cohen with Ifergan 2003). Jewish 
population is slowly decreasing, primarily due to emigration, mainly to Israel, 
but also to Canada, the US, and other countries. Migration to Israel, after 
surpassing 2,000 annually for several years, stood at 1,619 in 2011 and 1,653 
in 2012. Jewish emigration was directed as well toward other western 
countries and reflected the continuing sense of uneasiness in the face of anti-
Semitism, including physical violence as exemplified by the tragic murder of 
Jewish school children and an adult in Toulouse in 2012. 
 A survey of Jewish tourists to Israel from France in 2004 unveiled a 
remarkable estimate of 125,000 visitors, or more than 30% of all French Jews 
age 15 and over (Cohen 2005). Much higher percentages have ever been to 
Israel. Of the 125,000, 23% (about 29,000) affirmed their intention to move to 
Israel in the near future. The US was a distant second candidate for possible 
emigration. Migration intentions are not a proxy for actual migration decisions, 
but in the past such intentions proved quite reliable in the case of French 
Jews (Cohen 2007). The diminishing feeling of security among French Jewry 
and the actual movement of thousands of persons is undisputable. Our 2013 
estimate for French Jewry, the third largest in the world, was therefore 
decreased to 478,000. 
 In Hungary, our core estimate of 48,000 Jews (the world’s thirteenth 
largest Jewish community) reflects the unavoidably negative balance of 
Jewish births and deaths in a country whose total population’s vital balance 
has been negative for several years. A Jewish survey in 1999 reported a 
conspicuously larger enlarged Jewish population than usually assessed 
(Kovács 2004). The report reconstructed Jewish population changes between 
the end of World War II and 1995 (based on Stark 1995) but the latter study 
significantly underestimated emigration from Hungary to countries other than 
Israel, as well as to Israel outside the major migration periods. However, a 
demographic extrapolation based on the usually accepted number of post-
Holocaust core Jewish survivors and accounting for the known or estimated 
numbers of births, deaths, and emigrants to Israel and other countries since 
1945 closely matches our assessment (Swiss Fund for Needy Victims of the 
Holocaust/Shoa 2002). In the 2001 Hungarian Census, only 13,000 reported 
themselves Jewish by religion. In 2011-2012, 238 persons emigrated to Israel. 
The enlarged Jewish population in Hungary was about 95,000 in 2013. 
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 Belgium’s Jewish population was estimated at 30,000, the world’s 
fifteenth largest Jewish community. Quite stable numbers reflected the 
presence of a traditional Orthodox community in Antwerp and the growth of a 
large European administrative center in Brussels that has attracted Jews from 
other countries. However, in 2011-2012, 315 Jews emigrated to Israel, 
reflecting concerns similar to those of French Jewry. Local Jewish population 
estimates are quite obsolete and unsubstantiated in comparison with most 
other EU countries, but the order of magnitude reported here is supported by 
indirect evidence such as the number of votes collected by Jewish candidates 
in the 2003 legislative elections (Cohn 2003). 
 The next two largest Jewish communities in the EU, and globally, are in 
the Netherlands and Italy. In the Netherlands, a 1999 survey estimated a 
Halakhic Jewish population of 30,072 (which is the basis of our estimate of 
29,900 that considers that the intervening changes tend to balance), of which 
perhaps as many as one-third were immigrants from Israel, and an enlarged 
Jewish population of 43,305 (Solinge and de Vries 2001; Kooyman and 
Almagor 1996). In Italy, total Jewish community membership—which 
historically comprised the overwhelming majority of the country’s Jewish 
population—decreased from 26,706 in 1995 to 25,143 in 2001 and 24,462 at 
the end of 2009 (Unione delle Comunità Ebraiche Italiane 2002, 2010; Lattes 
2005). Our estimate of 28,100 allocates for non-members, also considering 
enhanced migration to Israel of 233 in 2011-2012. 
 Next in Jewish population size among EU countries are Sweden, 
estimated at 15,000 (Dencik 2003) and Spain, estimated at 12,000 (Cytto 
2007). Much higher figures occasionally mentioned for Spain lack any real 
documentary basis, unless one desired to venture into speculations about the 
number of descendants from the Inquisition (Adams et al. 2008). No other 
Jewish community in the EU reaches 10,000 by the core definition. In some 
EU countries national censuses offered a rough baseline for Jewish 
population estimates. In Austria, the 2001 Census reported 8,140 Jews, of 
which 6,988 lived in Vienna (Statistik Austria 2003). We estimated the core 
community at 9,000. In Romania, the 2002 Census reported a Jewish 
population of 6,179, but we assessed the community at 9,400, after 
accounting for 92 migrants to Israel in 2011-2012. In Poland, where the 2002 
Census reported a Jewish population of 1,100, we estimated 3,200. For 
Austria, Romania, and Poland, available data on Jewish community 
membership helped improve our estimates. 
 
The Former Soviet Union 
The FSU is one of the areas where Jews experienced the greatest 
demographic and socioeconomic transformations (Konstantinov 2007). In the 
more recent period, Jewish population decrease continued, reflecting an 
overwhelming excess of Jewish deaths over Jewish births, high rates of 
intermarriage, low rates of Jewish identification among the children of 
intermarriages, and significant, though decreasing, emigration. Our 2013 
assessment of the total core Jewish population for the 15 FSU republics is 
301,600 core Jews, of whom 282,000 lived in Europe (including the three 
Baltic republics already accounted for in the EU) and 19,600 in Asia. Almost 
as many non-Jewish household members created an enlarged Jewish 
population nearly twice as large as the core (Tolts 2006, 2007, 2011, 2013). A 
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similar number of further eligible persons would probably lead to an estimated 
Law of Return population approaching one million. The ongoing process of 
demographic decrease was alleviated to some extent by the revival of Jewish 
cultural and religious activities, including Jewish education, thanks to the 
investment of American and Israeli Jewish organizations (Gitelman 2003). 
Nevertheless, total migration to Israel from the FSU steadily continued with 
7,134 in 2011 and 7,234 in 2012. 
 
Russian Federation 
 In the Russian Federation, the October 2002 Census reported 
233,600 Jews, compared to our core Jewish population estimate of 252,000 
for the beginning of 2003, derived from a February 1994 Russian Microcensus 
estimate of 409,000 Jews (Tolts 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007). After the 
compulsory item on ethnicity (natsyonalnost) on identification documents was 
canceled, and the Census ethnicity question was made optional for the first 
time, the October 14, 2010 Russia Census provided a core Jewish population 
estimated at 157,763, plus another 41,000 undeclared people who most likely 
belonged to the core Jewish population, for a total of 200,600 in 2010 (Table 
11) (Tolts 2011). Considering the continuing emigration and negative balance 
of births and deaths, we evaluate the Russian Federation's Jewish population 
at 190,000 in 2013, the world’s sixth largest Jewish community. 
 Table 11 compares the totals and main geographical distributions of 
Jews in the Russian Federation in 2002 and 2010. Original Census data and 
data adjusted for Census underenumeration were compared. According to the 
adjusted data, the Jewish population in the Russian Federation has 
diminished by 54,500 (21.4%) reflecting emigration, aging and a negative 
balance of births and deaths. About half of Russian Jewry was concentrated 
in the two main cities of Moscow and St. Petersburg, and the basic 
configuration was not much altered through migration or vital events during 
the intercensal period.  
 Jewish population size was clearly more stable in Russia than in the 
other FSU republics. This partly reflected Jewish migration among the various 
republics as well as lower emigration from Moscow and other important urban 
areas in the Russian Federation (Tolts 2003). Nevertheless, the striking 
imbalance of Jewish births and deaths, and continuing emigration (3,678 
persons to Israel in 2011 and 3,545 in 2012, including non-Jewish household 
members) implies continuing population decrease and an increasingly elderly 
age composition. The number of births to couples with two Jewish parents 
decreased from 1,562 in 1988 to 169 in 2000. Births to couples with at least 
one Jewish parent were estimated at 5,858 in 1988 and 1,057 in 2000. 
Recorded Jewish deaths were 13,826 in 1988 and 8,218 in 2000. As a result 
the powerfully negative balance of these vital events was -7,978 in 1988 and -
7,161 in 2000 (Tolts 2005). These changes occur in the context of a general 
net population decrease being experienced by the Russian Federation, as 
well as by other European republics of the FSU, and it is unlikely that more 
recent detailed data would unveil a different pattern. 
  



  

Table 11 Jewish population in Russian Federation, 2002‐2010 

Area 

Census figures  Adjusted figures
a
  Percent of total  Difference  Percentage 

change 
2002‐2010 2002  2010  2002  2010  2002  2010 

2002‐
2010 

Total  233,600  156,600  255,100  200,600  100.0  100.0  ‐54,500  ‐21.4 

Moscow  80,400  53,100  88,000  68,000  34.5  33.9  ‐20,000  ‐22.7 

St. Petersburg  36,600  24,000  40,000  31,000  15.7  15.4  ‐9,000  ‐22.5 

Rest of Russia  116,600  79,500  127,100  101,600  49.8  50.7  ‐25,500  ‐20.1 

a Estimates based on proportionally adjusted results of the 2002 and 2010 Russian Federation censuses. 
Source: Tolts 2004; 2011. 
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Other FSU countries 
 In Ukraine, the December 5, 2001 Census yielded an estimate of 
104,300 Jews, not significantly different from our estimate of 100,000 on 
January 1, 2002. Over 80% of Ukrainian Jews were Russian speakers. Given 
that our baseline for the latter estimate was the 487,300 Jews counted in the 
Census of January 1989, the fit between the expected and actual was 
remarkable (Ukrainian Ministry of Statistics 2002; Tolts 2002). Given the 
dramatic pace of emigration since 1989 and continuing emigration at the end 
of 2001, the Census fully confirmed our previous assessment of ongoing 
demographic trends. A new Census was planned in 2010 but was postponed 
until 2012. Adding continuing emigration (2,051 persons to Israel in 2011 and 
2,048 in 2012) that among other factors reflects the instability of Ukraine's 
politics, we assess the 2013 core Jewish population at 65,000, the world’s 
eleventh largest Jewish community. 
 Of the other European republics of the FSU, the largest Jewish 
population is in Belarus. The Belarus Census of October 2009 found 12,926 
Jews, with 2.4% of the population not reporting an ethnicity/nationality (Belstat 
2009). Our estimate, also considering 681 migrants to Israel in 2011-2012, 
was adjusted to 11,500 in 2013. Following EU membership in 2004 by the 
three Baltic republics of Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonia, the Jewish 
population has been fairly stable. After some adjustments, partly reflecting 
several minor revisions of the Latvian, Lithuanian, and Estonian national 
population registers, and accounting for 182 migrants to Israel in 2011-2012, 
we assessed a combined 11,700 for the three Baltic countries in 2013 
(Goldstein and Goldstein 1997).  

A survey in Moldova found an enlarged Jewish population of 9,240 in 
2000 (Korazim and Katz 2003). The Moldova Census of October 2004 
reported 3,628 Jews, although it did not cover the Russian controlled 
Moldovan territory east of the Dniester River. According to unofficial results of 
a separate Census of November 2004, about 1,200 Jews lived east of the 
Dniester River. Considering 426 migrants to Israel in 2011-2012, we assess 
the core Jewish population of Moldova at 3,800 in 2013. 
 
Other European Countries 
As a result of Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Romania, 
Slovakia, and Slovenia joining the EU, only 40,400 Jews lived in Europe 
outside of the EU and the FSU in 2013. Of these, 19,300 lived in Western 
Europe, primarily in Switzerland, estimated at 17,400 in 2013 (Bundesamt für 
Statistik 2005) which in 2010-2012 sent 140 migrants to Israel. Another 
21,100 lived in Eastern Europe and the Balkans, primarily in Turkey and 
mostly in Istanbul's European neighborhoods. A 2002 survey in Istanbul 
suggested widespread aging in a community that has experienced significant 
emigration (166 persons migrated to Israel in 2011-2012). In Istanbul, 10% of 
the Jewish population was under age 15, compared to 18% age 65 and over 
(Filiba 2003; Tuval 1999). Several Censuses in Eastern European countries 
reported numbers of Jews significantly lower than our assessment, see 
Appendix A (Bulgaria 706 in 2011; Croatia 495 in 2002; Serbia 785 in 2002; 
Slovakia 631 in 2011; Slovenia 28 in 2002). Enlarged Jewish populations are 
significantly higher in Eastern Europe, reflecting the high levels of 
intermarriage following the Shoah and massive emigration. 
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Asia 
The Jewish population in Asia is mostly affected by trends in Israel (Appendix 
A). Israel accounts for more than 99% of the total Jewish population in Asia. 
The former republics of the FSU in Asia and the aggregate of the other 
countries in Asia each account for less than one-half of one percent of the 
continental total.  
 
Israel 
After World War II, Israel’s (then still Palestine) Jewish population was just 
over one-half million (Bachi 1977). This population increased more than 
tenfold over the next 60 years due to mass immigration and a fairly high and 
uniquely stable natural increase. Israeli population data are regularly collected 
by the Israel Central Bureau of Statistics (CBS). Israel also has a permanent 
Population Register maintained by the Ministry of Internal Affairs. Annual data 
derive from CBS periodic censuses and detailed annual accountancy of 
intervening events (births, deaths, immigrants, emigrants, and converts). The 
most recent Census was in December 2008 and, as is usual, resulted in a 
correction to the current population estimates extrapolated from the previous 
1995 Census. Thus, the original Jewish estimate of 5,569,200 for the end of 
2008/beginning of 2009 was raised to 5,608,900—a 39,700 person increase. 
Two main reasons made this update necessary. The first is the normal 
discrepancy that may occur between repeated population counts. The second 
is possible delays in the reclassification of persons following conversion to (or 
from) Judaism. 
 At the beginning of 2013, Israel’s core Jewish population reached 
6,014,300, and, when combined with 318,600 non-Jewish members of Jewish 
households, formed an enlarged Jewish population of 6,332,900 (Israel 
Central Bureau of Statistics). For the past several years, the main component 
of Jewish population growth in Israel has been the natural increase resulting 
from an excess of births over deaths. In 2004, for the first time, more than 
100,000 Jews were born in Israel. In 2012, 125,409 Jewish births—the 
highest ever—and 35,919 Jewish deaths—also the highest ever—produced a 
net natural increase of 89,490 Jewish persons—again, the highest ever. 
Israel’s current Jewish fertility rate slightly rose to nearly 3.0 children per 
woman, higher than in any other developed country and twice or more the 
effective Jewish fertility rate in most Diaspora Jewish communities. This 
reflected not only the large family size of the Jewish population's more 
religious component, but more significantly a diffused desire for children 
among the moderately traditional and secular, especially remarkable among 
the upwardly mobile (DellaPergola 2009).  
 At the time of this writing, the final data on the components of 
population growth for 2012 were not yet released. In 2012, 16,557 new 
immigrants, plus presumably 4,000-5,000 immigrant citizens (Israeli citizens 
born abroad who entered the country for the first time) arrived in Israel, for a 
total of 21,000-22,000 immigrants, of which 15,000-16,000 were Jewish. In 
addition there were several thousands of Israelis returning to the country after 
a prolonged stay abroad. Current emigration (estimated at 5,000-6,000) 
reduced this to a net migration balance of 15,000-16,000, of whom 10,000 
were Jewish. In 2011, there were 16,892 new immigrants plus another 4,700 
immigrant citizens and others in different programs of family reunion, for a 
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total of 21,600, of whom 13,800 were Jewish. The net international migration 
balance was 16,600, of whom 7,700 Jewish, from which a total net Jewish 
emigration estimate can be obtained of 5,000. The net emigration of Jews 
was 6,100, indicating that among non-Jews the propensity to emigrate was 
relatively lower. All in all, these data about Israel's international migration 
balance point to a relatively low level of immigration in comparison to other 
historical periods, but also to relatively low levels of emigration. The latter 
observation stands in sharp contrast with the highly spirited debate about an 
alleged increase of emigration from Israel (Lustick 2011; DellaPergola 2011).  
 The number of converts to Judaism remained only a tiny percentage of 
the non-Jewish members of Jewish households in Israel, especially among 
recent immigrants. However, evidence from Israel’s Rabbinical Conversion 
Courts indicates some increase in the number of converts. Overall, between 
1999 and 2012, nearly 72,000 were converted to Judaism by Rabbinical 
Conversion Courts, some of whom are not permanent Israeli residents. Most 
converts were new immigrants from the Ethiopian Falash Mura community. 
The highest year was 2007 with 8,608 converts. Since 2010, the annual 
number of converts has been around or slightly above 5,000. Overall, 6,408 of 
the converts came through the Rabbinate of the Israeli Defense Forces and 
65,576 were civilians (Fisher 2013; Waxman 2013). 
 To clarify the intricacies of demographic data in Israel and the 
territories of the Palestinian Authority, Table 12 reports numbers of Jews, 
Others (i.e., non-Jewish persons who are members of Jewish households and 
Israeli citizens by the provisions of the Law of Return), Arabs, and foreign 
workers, and refugees. Each group's total is shown for different territorial 
divisions: the State of Israel within the pre-1967 borders, East Jerusalem, the 
Golan Heights, the West Bank, and Gaza. The percentage of Jews (by the 
enlarged definition) in each division is also shown. 
 Of the 6,014,300 core Jews in 2013, 5,454,900 lived within Israel's pre-
1967 borders; 205,000 lived in neighborhoods of East Jerusalem incorporated 
after 1967; 20,500 in the Golan Heights; and 333,900 lived in the West Bank. 
Of the 318,600 non-Jewish household members included in the enlarged 
Jewish population, 302,600 lived within the pre-1967 borders, 8,000 in East 
Jerusalem, 1,000 in the Golan Heights, and 7,000 in the West Bank. Core 
Jews represented 75.4% of Israel’s total legal population of 7,981,500, 
including East Jerusalem, the Golan Heights, and the Israeli population in the 
West Bank, but not the Arab population in the West Bank and Gaza, nor 
foreign workers and refugees. Israel's enlarged Jewish population of 
6,332,900 represented 79.3% of Israel's total population of 7,981,500.  
 As shown in Table 12, the enlarged Jewish population represented 
78.0% of the total within pre-1967 borders, 41.4% in East Jerusalem, 47.3% 
in the Golan Heights, and 13.0% in the West Bank. If one also considers the 
Arab population of Gaza, core Jews constituted 7.8% (8.0% based on the 
enlarged) of the total population living in the Palestinian Territory (West Bank 
and Gaza). Israel's Arab population, including East Jerusalem and the Golan 
Heights, was 1,648,600, or 20.7% of the total population thus territorially 
defined. 
  



  

 
Table 12  Core and enlarged Jewish population, Arab population, foreign workers and refugees In Israel and Palestinian Territory 
by territorial divisions, 1/1/2013

a
 

Area 

Core 
Jewish 

population  Others 

 
Core 

Jewish and 
othersb 

Arab 
population 
and others 

Foreign 
workers 
and 

refugeesc  Total 

Percent of 
Jews and 
othersh 

  1  2  3  4  5  6  7 

Grand total  6,014,300  318,600  6,332,900  5,576,900  300,000  12,209,800  51.9 

State of Israel d  6,014,300  318,600  6,332,900  1,648,600  300,000  8,281,500  76.5

Thereof:               

  Pre‐1967 borders  5,454,900  302,600  5,757,500  1,322,600  300,000  7,380,100  78.0 

  East Jerusalem  205,000  8,000  213,000  302,000  ‐  515,000  41.4 

  Golan Heights  20,500  1,000  21,500  24,000  ‐  45,500  47.3 

  West Bank  333,900  7,000  340,900  e
  ‐  340,900  13.0f

Palestinian Authority        3,928,300  3,928,300  ‐ 

West Bank  g  g  g  2,290,900  ‐  2,290,900  ‐

Gaza  ‐  ‐  ‐  1,637,400  ‐  1,637,400  ‐ 

a Rounded figures. 
b Enlarged Jewish population. 
c All foreign workers and refugees were allocated to Israel within pre‐1967 borders. 
d As defined by Israel's legal system. 
e Included under State of Israel. 
f Percent of Jews and others out of total population in the West Bank under Israeli or Palestinian Authority jurisdiction. 
g Included under State of Israel. 
h Column 3 divided by column 6. 
Source: Israel Central Bureau of Statistics; Israel Migration Authority; Palestine Central Bureau of Statistics; and author's estimates. 
 
 
Table 13 Percent of core and enlarged Jewish population in Israel and Palestinian Territory, according to different territorial 
definitions, 1/1/2013 

Area 

Percentage of Jews
a
 

by definition 

Core  Enlarged 

Grand total of Israel and Palestinian Territory 49.3 51.9 

Minus foreign workers and refugees 50.5 53.2 

Minus Gaza  58.5  61.6 

Minus Golan Heights  58.7 61.8 

Minus West Bank  75.6 79.6 

Minus East Jerusalem  78.6  82.7 

a Total Jewish population of Israel including East Jerusalem, the West Bank, and 
the Golan Heights. 
Source: Table 6‐12. 
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 Table 13 reports the percentage of Jews according to the core and 
enlarged definitions out of the total population of the whole territory between 
the Mediterranean Sea and the Jordan River from which we gradually and 
cumulatively subtract from the initial maximum possible extent the Arab 
population of designated areas as well as the foreign workers and refugees. 
The result is a gradually growing Jewish share of a total population which 
gradually diminishes according to the different territorial and population 
configurations considered. This allows a better evaluation of the possible 
share of the Jewish population out of the total population that exists under 
alternative assumptions. 
 A total combined Jewish and Arab population of 11,909,800 (excluding 
foreign workers) lived in Israel and Palestinian Territory (West Bank and 
Gaza) in 2013. The core Jewish population represented 50.5% of this total 
between the Mediterranean Sea and the Jordan River. If the 318,600 non-
Jewish members of Jewish households are added to the core Jewish 
population, the enlarged Jewish population of 6,332,900 represented 53.2% 
of the total population of Israel and the Palestinian Territory.  
 If we also add to the permanent population some 240,000 non-Jewish 
foreign workers—legal or undocumented—who are not permanent residents, 
and an additional 60,000 refugees, for a total estimate of 300,000, the core 
and enlarged Jewish populations represented, respectively, 49.3% and 51.9% 
of the total population present in Israel and the Palestinian Territory, 
estimated at 12,209,800 in 2013. The Jewish majority is constantly 
decreasing—and possibly does not subsist—among the broadest possible 
aggregate of people currently found over the whole territory between the 
Mediterranean Sea and the Jordan River, of which the State of Israel is part 
and parcel (DellaPergola 2003, 2007, 2011; Sofer and Bistrow 2004). 
 These estimates reflect our own assessment of the total Palestinian 
population in the West Bank and Gaza. To clarify the issues, it should be 
noted that until the Oslo agreements statistical operations in the West Bank 
and Gaza were the responsibility of Israel's Central Bureau of Statistics 
(CBS). In 1967, immediately after the June war, Israel conducted a population 
Census in the West Bank and Gaza. The count showed a population of 
598,637 in Judea and Samaria (the West Bank) and 356,261 in Gaza, for a 
combined total of 954,898, plus 65,857 in East Jerusalem (Bachi 1977). The 
East Jerusalem Arab population was incorporated within Jerusalem's 
expanded municipal territory when Israel annexed East Jerusalem in 
November 1967. After 1994 Israel transferred the chore to the Palestinian 
Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS). In 1997, the PCBS conducted a Census 
in the West Bank and Gaza under the guidance of Norwegian experts and 
reported 1,600,100 inhabitants in the West Bank and 1,001,569 in Gaza, or a 
combined total population of 2,601,669 (not including Israeli settlers). Another 
294,014 persons were recorded but they were not included in data processing 
because they were abroad at the time of the Census. In addition, the 
population of East Jerusalem was assessed at 210,000 (Palestine Central 
Bureau of Statistics 1998). The annual rate of population growth over the 30 
years (1967-1997) for the aggregate of the West Bank and Gaza would be 
3.4%, and would be 3.9% for East Jerusalem. Such high growth rates are fully 
consonant and if anything slightly lower than annual growth rates among 
Moslems who were citizens of Israel assessed at 3.7% during the same 
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period. Palestinian population growth during the 1967-1997 intercensal period 
was very high but plausible. 
 The PCBS subsequently released population projections based on 
fertility and migration assumptions, reaching an estimate of 4,081,000 for the 
end of 2007, inclusive of East Jerusalem. Besides first deducting East 
Jerusalem because it was already accounted for in the Israeli data, we judged 
the PCBS projected estimate to be too high since it assumed a continuing 
immigration of Palestinians to the West Bank that did not materialize and was 
instead replaced by some out-migration (particularly of Christians). The same 
estimates were also debated by a group of American and Israeli writers who 
maintained that current population estimates from Palestinian sources were 
inflated by one and one-half million (Zimmerman et al. 2005; Zimmerman, 
Seid and Wise 2005; for a rebuttal, see DellaPergola 2007, 2011).  
 In November 2007, the PCBS undertook a new Census which resulted 
in a total population of 3,542,000 in the West Bank and Gaza (plus 225,000 in 
East Jerusalem, clearly an undercount because of the PCBS's limited access 
in the city). The new Census total not unexpectedly was more than 300,000 
lower than the PCBS's own projected estimate. Our own independent 
assessment, after subtracting East Jerusalem (as noted, already allocated to 
the Israeli side), accounting for a negative net migration balance of 
Palestinians, and some further corrections, was about 3,500,000 toward the 
end of 2007, and 3,928,300 on January 1, 2013. Of these, 2,290,900 were in 
the West Bank and 1,637,400 in Gaza.  
 By our estimates, the 1997-2007 intercensal yearly average population 
increase among Palestinians in the aggregate of the West Bank (not including 
East Jerusalem) and Gaza would be 2.91%. This strictly matches a 2.91% 
yearly growth rate for Arabs in Israel over the same period (Israel Central 
Bureau of Statistics). In subsequent years, the growth rate of Israel's Arab 
population was slowly declining and in 2012 was 2.21% (2.32% among 
Moslems only), as against 1.9% for the Jewish population with immigration 
and 1.5% without immigration. The Palestinian population's growth rate in the 
aggregate of the West Bank and Gaza was probably decreasing as well to a 
level very similar to that of Israel's Arabs—still significantly higher than among 
the Jewish population. 
 Our adjustments for the beginning of 2013 mostly rely on the rate of 
population growth observed among Muslims in Israel whose demographic 
characteristics are quite similar to those in the Palestinian Territory, though 
probably both fertility and mortality are slightly higher in Palestinian Territory 
than in Israel. Our estimates of the total Palestinian population are lower than 
some other independent evaluations (Population Reference Bureau 2012) 
since we assume that the original PCBS Census figures had been 
overestimated by counting some persons, students, and others who actually 
resided abroad for more than one year. 
 The Arab population of East Jerusalem, which we have included in 
Israel's population count, was assessed at 302,000 at the beginning of 2013, 
and constituted 37% of Jerusalem's total population of 820,000 (Israel Central 
Bureau of Statistics; Choshen et al. 2010, 2012; DellaPergola 2008). By 
adding the 1,648,600 Arab population of Israel, including East Jerusalem, and 
the 3,928,300 Palestinian estimate for the West Bank and Gaza, a total of 
5,576,900 obtains for the whole territory between the Mediterranean Sea and 
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70,000 in 2013, the world’s twelfth largest Jewish community. 
 Our revised estimates for Northern Africa acknowledge the practical 
end of the Jewish presence in most countries and the ongoing reduction in the 
small Jewish communities remaining in Morocco and Tunisia, now assessed 
with a combined population of 3,300 (and 171 migrants to Israel in 2011-
2012). 
 Virtually the entire Jewish population is estimated to have emigrated 
from Ethiopia. The question that remains open concerns the Falash Mura—a 
community of Jewish ancestry long ago baptized to Christianity. Upon 
migration to Israel, all Falash Mura undergo conversion to Judaism. Their 
quest for family reunification, and the personal chains involved with extended 
family patterns create a never-ending potential stream of often unskilled non-
Jewish immigrants and is the subject of continuing public discussion. The last 
few thousand members of the enlarged community, which we very tentatively 
assessed at 2,000, are still waiting in Ethiopia hoping to migrate to Israel. The 
government of Israel decided to stop any further migration after the current 
contingent have been transferred, but it is hard to predict whether this will 
really be the last word in the saga of Ethiopian Jewry. Since 3,589 Falash 
Mura went to Israel in 2007, the flow decreased to 1,582 in 2008 and only 239 
in 2009. It increased again to 1,655 in 2010, 2,666 in 2011, and 2,432 in 
2012. In 2013 we allocate a nominal value of 100 to the remaining core 
Jewish presence in Ethiopia—as distinguished from Falash Mura. 
 
Oceania 
Immigration continued to produce some increase in Jewish population in 
Oceania. Australia’s 2011 Census reported a Jewish population of 97,336, 
versus 88,831 in 2006 and 83,993 in 2001 (Australian Bureau of Statistics 
2002, 2007, 2012; Eckstein 2003; Graham 2013) (Table 14). In view of 
general non-response to the question about religion, but also in view of 
indications of a lower non-response in more densely Jewish residential areas, 
adjusted figures suggest totals of 100,800 in 2001 and 112,000 in 2011, a ten 
year increase of 11.2% (Graham 2013). Accounting for such factors as 
continuing immigration from South Africa, the FSU, and Israel, moderate but 
rising rates of intermarriage, and the community’s rather old age composition 
(Eckstein 2009; Markus, Jacobs, and Aronov 2009; Markus et al. 2011), we 
increased the core Jewish population estimate to 112,500 in 2013. Australia 
has the world’s ninth largest Jewish population. The Jewish population is 
highly concentrated in the two major metropolitan areas of Melbourne and 
Sydney which in 2011 comprised 85% of the total. 

The 2006 Census of New Zealand suggested a Jewish population 
increase to 6,858, mostly following immigration from South Africa, the US, and 
the UK (Statistics New Zealand 2007; Morris 2011). We assessed the total at 
7,500 in 2013. The 2011 population Census was canceled after a severe 
earthquake damaged the city of Christchurch.  
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the Jordan River. If only adding East Jerusalem's Arabs to the 3,928,300 who 
live in the West Bank and Gaza, a total of 4,230,300 would obtain.  
 In sum, in 2013 Jews (by the core definition) constituted 49.3% of the 
total population present on the territory between the Mediterranean Sea and 
the Jordan River, including foreign workers, estimated at 12,209,800. The 
percent of Jews was 50.5% after subtracting foreign workers; 58.6% after 
subtracting the population of Gaza; 58.7% after subtracting the Druze 
population of the Golan Heights; 75.6% after subtracting the Arab population 
of the West Bank; and 78.6% if also subtracting the Arab population of East 
Jerusalem. If the enlarged rather than the core Jewish population is 
considered, each of these percentages would increase by 3-4%. 
 
Other Asian Countries 
In the rest of Asia, the Jewish population consisted mainly of the rapidly 
decreasing communities in the eight Asian FSU republics, the largest of which 
were Azerbaijan (8,800 Jews in 2013), Uzbekistan (4,000), Kazakhstan 
(3,200), and Georgia (2,900) (Tolts 2013). Continuing emigration was the 
main factor of change. In the 2009 Kazakhstan Census, 5,281 people 
appeared with "Judaism" as religion, most of them Kazakh (1,929) and 
Russian (1,452) ethnics. The more reliable total number of ethnic Jews was 
3,578. 
 The largest Jewish population in a single country in Asia besides Israel 
was Iran. Our estimate of 10,100 Jews in Iran in 2013 reflects an effort to 
monitor intensive emigration to Israel, the US, and Europe since the 1979 
Islamic Revolution. Large scale emigration, selectively inclusive of younger 
adults, typically engenders significant aging among the extant remaining 
communities. The Jewish population in India is estimated at 5,000. Another 
reservoir for possible Jewish population increase is the local tribe known as 
Benei Menashe who claims ancient Jewish origins (Parfitt 2002).  
 Small Jewish populations, partly formed by temporary sojourners, exist 
in various South Asian and East Asian countries, namely in China. Rapid 
economic development and increasing relations with Israel render these 
countries receptive to a small but clearly increasing Jewish presence. We 
assess the number in China including Hong Kong and Macao, at 2,500, 
mostly recent arrivals. Japan has a more veteran Jewish presence estimated 
at 1,000. 
 
Africa 
The Jewish population in Africa was mostly concentrated in South Africa 
(94% of the continental total, Appendix A). According to the 2001 Census, 

the white Jewish population was 61,675 (Saks 2003). Factoring in the national 
white non-response rate of 14% led to a corrected estimate of 72,000. 
Allowing for a certain proportion of actual Jews among the higher self-
reported numbers among South Africa’s nonwhites (11,979 blacks, 1,287 
coloreds, and 615 Indians, many of whom practice other religions), we 
assessed the total size of the Jewish community at 75,000 in 2001. After the 
major wave of departures just before the 1994 internal transferal of power, 
South African Jewry has been relatively stable (Kosmin et al. 1999; Bruk 
2006). Following a continuation of moderate emigration to Israel (299 in 2011-
2012) and other countries, we estimate South Africa’s Jewish population at 



  

Table 14 Jewish population in Australia, 2001‐2011 

Area 

Census figures  Adjusted figuresa Percent of total Difference  Percentage
change 

2001  2011  2001  2011  2001  2011  2001‐2011  2001‐2011 

Total  83,993  97,336 100,792 112,034 100.0 100.0 11,242  11.2

Victoria  39,190  44,540 47,028 51,266 46.7 45.8 4,238  9.0

New South Wales  34,597  38,002 41,516 43,740 41.2 39.0 2,224  5.4

Rest of Australia
b
  10,206  14,794 12,247 17,028 12.2 15.2 4,781  39.0

a Estimates based on proportionally adjusted results of the 2001 and 2011 Australian censuses. 
b In 2011, includes portions of Victoria and New South Wales outside the main metropolitan areas of Melbourne and Sydney. 
Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics 2012; Graham 2012. 
 
 
Table 15 World Jewish population distribution, by number and proportion (per 1,000 total population), 1/1/2013 

Number of Jews in 
country 

Jews per 1,000 total population 

Total  0.0‐0.9  1.0‐4.9  5.0‐9.9  10.0‐19.9  20.0+ 

Number of countries 

Total
a
  95  66  22  3  3  1 

100‐999  38  35  2  ‐  1  ‐ 

1,000‐4,999  23  21  2  ‐  ‐  ‐ 

5,000‐9,999  8  4  4  ‐  ‐  ‐ 

10,000‐24,999  9  3  5  1  ‐  ‐ 

25,000‐49,999  5  2  3  ‐  ‐  ‐ 

50,000‐99,999  3  1  2  ‐  ‐  ‐ 

100,000‐999,999  7  ‐  4  2  1  ‐ 

1,000,000 or more  2  ‐  ‐  ‐  1  1 

Jewish population distribution (number of core Jews) 

Totala  13,854,800  296,200  1,130,500  607,700  5,805,600  6,014,300 

100‐999  11,700  10,000  1,100  ‐  600  ‐ 

1,000‐4,999  56,700  51,300  5,400  ‐  ‐  ‐ 

5,000‐9,999  61,400  32,200  29,200  ‐  ‐  ‐ 

10,000‐24,999  129,000  39,400  72,400  17,200  ‐  ‐ 

25,000‐49,999  176,000  68,100  107,900  ‐  ‐  ‐ 

50,000‐99,999  230,200  95,200  135,000  ‐  ‐  ‐ 

100,000‐999,999  1,750,000  ‐  779,500  590,500  380,000  ‐ 

1,000,000 or more  11,439,300  ‐  ‐  ‐  5,425,000  6,014,300 

Jewish population distribution (percentage of world's Jews) 

Total
a
  100.0  2.1  8.2  4.4  41.9  43.4 

100‐999  0.1  0.1  0.0  ‐  0.0  ‐ 

1,000‐4,999  0.4  0.4  0.0  ‐  ‐  ‐ 

5,000‐9,999  0.4  0.2  0.2  ‐  ‐  ‐ 

10,000‐24,999  0.9  0.3  0.5  0.1  ‐  ‐ 

25,000‐49,999  1.3  0.5  0.8  ‐  ‐  ‐ 

50,000‐99,999  1.7  0.7  1.0  ‐  ‐  ‐ 

100,000‐999,999  12.6  ‐  5.6  4.3  2.7  ‐ 

1,000,000 or more  82.6  ‐  ‐  ‐  39.2  43.4 

a Grand total includes countries with fewer than 100 Jews, for a total of 500 Jews. Minor discrepancies due to rounding. Israel 
includes Jewish residents in East Jerusalem, the West Bank, and the Golan Heights. 
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Dispersion and Concentration 
In 2013, 95 countries had at least 100 Jews (Table 15). Two countries had 
Jewish populations of over 5 million each (Israel and the US), another seven 
had more than 100,000 Jews, three had 50,000 to 99,999, five had 25,000 to 
49,999, nine had 10,000 to 24,999, eight had 5,000 to 9,999, 23 had 1,000 to 
4,999, and 38 had less than 1,000. The 69 country communities each with 
less than 10,000 Jews together accounted for less than 1% of world Jewry. 

In only five Diaspora countries did Jews constitute at least 5 per 1,000 
(0.5%) of the total population. In descending order by the relative share (not 
size) of their Jewish population, they were Gibraltar (19.4 Jews per 1,000 
inhabitants), the US (17.3), Canada (10.9), France (7.5), Australia (5.1), and 
Uruguay (5.1). The case of Israel is evidently different, with a core Jewish 
population that represents 75.6% of the total population, and an enlarged 
Jewish population that represents 79.6% of the total population (Table 14). In 
both Israel and the Diaspora, the percentage of Jews out of the total 
population is decreasing. 
 By combining the two criteria of Jewish population size and percentage 
of Jews, we obtain the following taxonomy of the 26 countries with Jewish 
populations over 10,000 (excluding Israel). Four countries have over 100,000 
Jews and at least 5 Jews per 1,000 total population: the US, France, Canada, 
and Australia. Four more countries have over 100,000 Jews and at least 1 
Jew per 1,000 total population: the United Kingdom, the Russian Federation, 
Argentina, and Germany. One country has 10,000 to 99,999 Jews and at least 
5 Jews per 1,000 total population: Uruguay. Ten more countries have 10,000 
to 99,999 Jews and at least 1 Jew per 1,000 total population: Ukraine, South 
Africa, Hungary, Belgium, the Netherlands, Chile, Switzerland, Sweden, 
Belarus, and Panama. Six countries have 10,000 to 99,999 Jews and less 
than 1 Jew per 1,000 total population: Brazil, Mexico, Italy, Turkey, Spain, and 
Iran. 

Outlook 
Beyond the many and arguable problems related to Jewish population 
definitions, and beyond imperfect data availability and accuracy, it is important 
to recognize that powerful and consistent trends constantly shape and 
reshape the demographic profile of world Jewry. It is important that we read 
current data in historical and comparative context and we detect the 
underlying drivers of Jewish population change within the broader context of 
global society. The recent momentum of Jewish population change in the US 
and in most other countries of the world—at best tending to zero growth—
contrasts with that of Israel—characterized by the continuation of significant 
natural increase. While the transition of Israel to the status of largest Jewish 
population in the world is grounded on solid empirical foundations, the US 
remains a very large Jewish population—culturally and socioeconomically a 
powerful, creative, resilient, and influential center of Jewish life.  

The US also constitutes a powerful source of new modes of Jewish 
population attachment—whether exclusive or shared with alternative 
identifications, whether through direct genealogical linkage or by voluntary 
association with others who are Jewish. These definition and identification 
patterns operate along with, and to some extent compete with, the more  
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conservative and mutually exclusive Jewish family and identification patterns 
that prevail in Israel. Both modes, however, generate widespread echoes 
across all other Jewish communities worldwide, including powerful mutual 
influences among the two major ones. The aggregate demographic weight of 
other Jewish communities globally—aside from their continuing cultural 
relevance—is gradually decreasing. The cultural and institutional projection 
and influence of the two major centers, Israel and the US, tends to become 
increasingly significant in other geographical areas of Jewish presence in a 
Jewish world that has become demographically more bi-polar, but also more 
individualistic and transnational in accordance with the globalization trends of 
the contemporary world. 
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Appendix A. Jewish population by country, core definition and expanded definitions, 1/1/2013 

Country 
Total 

populationa 

Core 
Jewish 

populationb 

Jews per 
total 1000 
population 

Accuracy 
 ratingc 

Population 
with Jewish 
parentsd 

Enlarged 
Jewish 

populatione 

Law of 
Return 

populationf 

WORLD  7,056,611,000  13,854,800  1.96    15,772,800  18,197,400  21,649,500 

                 

AMERICA TOTAL  947,950,000  6,189,900  6.53      7,723,600  9,399,100  12,256,900 

Canada  34,900,000  380,000  10.89  B 2011  X 425,000  500,000  600,000 

US  313,900,000  5,425,000  17.28  B 2011     6,800,000  8,300,000  11,000,000 

Total North America
g
  348,950,000  5,805,000  16.64      7,225,000  8,800,000  11,600,000 

Bahamas  400,000  300  0.75  D 1995     350  400  500 

Costa Rica  4,500,000  2,500  0.56  C 1993     2,750  3,000  3,200 

Cuba  11,200,000  500  0.04  C 2000     1,000  1,500  1,800 

Dominican Republic  10,100,000  100  0.01  D 2000     150  200  300 

El Salvador  6,300,000  100  0.02  C 1993     150  200  300 

Guatemala  15,000,000  900  0.06  B 1999     1,000  1,200  1,400 

Jamaica  2,700,000  200  0.07  C 2010     300  400  500 

Mexico  116,100,000  40,000  0.34  B 2010  X 45,000  50,000  65,000 

Netherlands Antilles  310,000  200  0.65  C 1998     300  400  600 

Panama  3,600,000  10,000  2.78  C 2012  X 10,500  11,000  12,000 

Puerto Rico  3,700,000  1,500  0.41  C 2000     1,700  2,000  2,500 

Virgin Islands  110,000  500  4.55  C 2006     600  700  800 

Other  27,980,000  100  0.00  D     200  300  500 
Total Central Amer., 
Caribbean  202,000,000  56,900  0.28      64,000  71,300  89,400 

Argentina  40,800,000  181,500  4.45  B 2003     270,000  330,000  350,000 

Bolivia  10,800,000  500  0.05  C 1999     700  900  1,000 

Brazil  194,300,000  95,200  0.49  B 2001     105,000  125,000  135,000 

Chile  17,400,000  18,500  1.06  B 2002     21,000  26,000  30,000 

Colombia  47,400,000  2,500  0.05  C 1996     2,800  3,000  3,500 

Ecuador  14,900,000  600  0.04  B 2011     800  1,000  1,200 

Paraguay  6,700,000  900  0.13  B 1997     1,200  1,500  1,800 

Peru  30,100,000  1,900  0.06  C 1993     2,300  3,000  3,500 

Suriname  500,000  200  0.40  D 2000     300  400  500 

Uruguay  3,400,000  17,200  5.06  B 2006     20,000  25,000  27,500 

Venezuela  29,700,000  9,000  0.30  C 2012     10,500  12,000  13,500 

Total South America
g
  397,000,000  328,000  0.83      434,600  527,800  567,500 

                 

EUROPE TOTAL  815,761,000  1,416,400  1.74      1,743,300  2,170,800  2,722,300 

Austria  8,500,000  9,000  1.06  B 2001     12,000  15,000  18,000 

Belgium  11,100,000  30,000  2.70  C 2002     35,000  40,000  45,000 

Bulgaria  7,200,000  2,000  0.28  C 2001     4,000  6,000  7,500 

Cyprus  1,200,000  100  0.08  D 2012     150  200  250 

Czech Republic  10,500,000  3,900  0.37  C 2001     5,000  6,500  8,000 

Denmark  5,600,000  6,400  1.14  C 2001     7,500  8,500  9,500 

Estonia  1,300,000  2,000  1.54  B 2012     2,600  3,400  5,000 

Finland  5,400,000  1,300  0.24  B 2010     1,500  1,800  2,500 

Franceh  63,640,000  478,000  7.51  B 2002     528,000  600,000  700,000 

Germany  81,800,000  118,000  1.44  B 2017     150,000  250,000  270,000 

Greece  10,800,000  4,500  0.42  B 2000     5,700  6,000  7,000 

Hungary  9,900,000  48,000  4.85  C 2001     75,000  95,000  150,000 

Ireland  4,700,000  1,200  0.26  B 2001     1,400  1,600  1,800 

Italy  60,900,000  28,100  0.46  B 2011     33,000  37,000  40,000 

Latvia  2,000,000  6,300  3.15  B 2012  X 8,500  12,500  18,000 

Lithuania  3,200,000  3,400  1.06  B 2012  X 4,700  6,500  10,000 

Luxembourg  500,000  600  1.20  B 2000     750  900  1,000 

Malta  400,000  100  0.25  D 2012  X 150  200  250 



  

Country 
Total 

populationa 

Core 
Jewish 

populationb 

Jews per 
total 1000 
population 

Accuracy 
 ratingc 

Population 
with Jewish 
parentsd 

Enlarged 
Jewish 

populatione 

Law of 
Return 

populationf 

Netherlands  16,700,000  29,900  1.79  B 2000     43,000  50,000  55,000 

Poland  38,200,000  3,200  0.08  C 2001     5,000  7,500  10,000 

Portugal  10,600,000  600  0.06  C 2001     800  1,000  1,200 

Romania  21,400,000  9,400  0.44  B 2001     13,500  17,000  20,000 

Slovakia  5,400,000  2,600  0.48  C 2001     3,600  4,500  6,000 

Slovenia  2,100,000  100  0.05  C 2003     150  200  300 

Spain  46,200,000  12,000  0.26  D 2007     15,000  18,000  20,000 

Sweden  9,500,000  15,000  1.58  C 2007     20,000  25,000  27,000 

United Kingdomi  63,220,000  290,000  4.59  B 2011     320,000  360,000  400,000 

Total European Union 27  501,960,000  1,105,700  2.20      1,296,000  1,574,300  1,833,300 

Belarus  9,500,000  11,500  1.21  B 2009     17,500  23,000  36,000 

Moldova  4,100,000  3,800  0.93  B 2004     5,700  7,500  11,400 

Russian Federation
j
  143,200,000  190,000  1.33  C 2010     280,000  380,000  570,000 

Ukraine  45,600,000  65,000  1.43  B 2011     97,000  130,000  210,000 

Total FSU Republics  202,400,000  270,300  1.34      400,200  540,500  827,400 

[Total FSU in Europe]k  208,900,000  282,000  1.35      416,000  562,900  860,400 

Gibraltar  31,000  600  19.35  B 2001     700  800  900 

Norway  5,000,000  1,300  0.26  B 2010     1,500  2,000  2,500 

Switzerland  8,000,000  17,400  2.18  B 2000     20,000  25,000  27,000 

Total other West Europe
g
  13,501,000  19,300  1.43      22,200  27,800  30,400 

Bosnia‐Herzegovina  3,800,000  500  0.13  C 2001     800  1,000  1,200 

Croatia  4,300,000  1,700  0.40  C 2001     2,400  3,000  3,500 

Macedonia  2,100,000  100  0.05  C 1996     150  200  250 

Serbia  7,100,000  1,400  0.20  C 2001     2,100  2,800  3,000 

Turkey
j
  74,900,000  17,300  0.23  B 2002     19,300  21,000  23,000 

Other  5,700,000  100  0.02  D     150  200  250 

Total Balkans  97,900,000  21,100  0.22        24,900  28,200  31,200 

                 

ASIA TOTAL  4,183,900,000  6,053,700  1.45        6,096,900  6,396,000  6,415,800 

Israel
l
  7,640,600  5,680,400  743.45  A 2012     5,710,500  5,992,000  5,992,000 

West Bank
m
  2,631,800  333,900  126.87  B 2012     337,000  340,900  340,900 

Gaza  1,637,400  0  0.00  A 2012     0  0  0 

Total Israel and Palestinen  11,909,800  6,014,300  504.99        6,047,500  6,332,900  6,332,900 

Azerbaijan  9,300,000  8,800  0.95  B 2009     10,500  16,000  24,000 

Georgia  4,500,000  2,900  0.64  B 2002     4,500  5,800  8,700 

Kazakhstan  16,800,000  3,200  0.19  B 2009     4,800  6,400  9,600 

Kyrgyzstan  5,700,000  500  0.09  B 2009     750  1,000  1,500 

Turkmenistan  5,200,000  200  0.04  D 1989     250  300  500 

Uzbekistan  29,800,000  4,000  0.13  D 1989     6,000  8,000  10,000 

Total FSU in Asiag  81,700,000  19,600  0.24        26,800  37,500  54,300 

China
n
  1,350,400,000  2,500  0.00  D 2010     2,700  3,000  3,300 

India  1,259,700,000  5,000  0.00  B 1996     6,000  7,000  8,000 

Iran  78,900,000  10,100  0.13  D 1986     11,000  12,000  13,000 

Japan  127,600,000  1,000  0.01  D 1993     1,200  1,400  1,600 

Korea, South  48,900,000  100  0.00  C 1998     150  200  250 

Philippines  96,200,000  100  0.00  D 2000     150  200  250 

Singapore  5,300,000  300  0.06  C 1990     400  500  600 

Syria  22,500,000  100  0.00  C 1995     150  200  250 

Taiwan  23,300,000  100  0.00  D 2000     150  200  250 

Thailand  69,900,000  200  0.00  D 1998     250  300  350 

Yemen  25,600,000  200  0.01  C 1995     250  300  350 

Other  981,990,200  100  0.00  D     200  300  400 

Total other Asia  4,090,290,200  19,800  0.00        22,600  25,600  28,600 
 
                 



  

Country 
Total 

populationa 

Core 
Jewish 

populationb 

Jews per 
total 1000 
population 

Accuracy 
 ratingc 

Population 
with Jewish 
parentsd 

Enlarged 
Jewish 

populatione 

Law of 
Return 

populationf 

AFRICA TOTAL  1,072,000,000  74,700  0.07        80,900  87,300  94,200 

Egypt  82,300,000  100  0.00  C 2008     150  200  300 

Ethiopia  87,000,000  100  0.00  C 2008     500  1,000  2,000 

Morocco  32,600,000  2,400  0.07  C 2006     2,500  2,700  2,900 

Tunisia  10,800,000  900  0.08  C 2008     950  1,000  1,100 

Total Northern Africa
g
  300,100,000  3,500  0.01        4,100  4,900  6,300 

Botswana  1,900,000  100  0.05  C 1993     150  200  250 

Congo D.R.  69,100,000  100  0.00  C 1993     150  200  250 

Kenya  43,000,000  300  0.01  C 1990     500  700  800 

Namibia  2,400,000  100  0.04  C 1993     150  200  250 

Nigeria  170,100,000  100  0.00  D 2000     150  200  250 

South Africa  51,100,000  70,000  1.37  B 2001     75,000  80,000  85,000 

Zimbabwe  12,600,000  400  0.03  B 2001     500  600  700 

Other  421,700,000  100  0.00  D  X 200  300  400 

Total Sub‐Saharan Africap  771,900,000  71,200  0.09        76,800  82,400  87,900 

                 

OCEANIA TOTAL  37,000,000  120,100  3.25        128,100  144,200  160,300 

Australia  22,000,000  112,500  5.11  B 2011     120,000  135,000  150,000 

New Zealand  4,400,000  7,500  1.70  B 2006     8,000  9,000  10,000 

Other  10,600,000  100  0.01  D     100  200  300 

a Source, with minor adjustments: Population Reference Bureau (2013). Mid‐year 2012 estimates. 
b Includes all persons who, when asked, identify themselves as Jews, or, if the respondent is a different person in the same 
household, are identified by him/her as Jews; and do not have another religion. Also includes persons with Jewish parents who claim 
no current religious or ethnic identity. 
c A) Base estimate derived from a national census or reliable Jewish population survey; updated on the basis of full or partial 
information on Jewish population movements in the respective country during the intervening period. B) Base estimate derived from 
less accurate but recent national Jewish population data; updated on the basis of partial information on Jewish population 
movements during the intervening period. C) Base estimate derived from less recent sources and/or unsatisfactory or partial 
coverage of a country’s Jewish population; updated on the basis of demographic information illustrative of regional demographic 
trends. D) Base estimate essentially speculative; no reliable updating procedure. In categories A), B), and C), the year in which the 
country’s base estimate or important partial updates were obtained is also stated. This is not the current estimate's date but the 
basis for its attainment. An X is appended to the accuracy rating for several countries, whose Jewish population estimate for 2013 
was not only updated but also revised in light of improved information. 
d Sum of (a) core Jewish population and (b) all other not currently Jewish persons with a Jewish parent. 
e Sum of (a) core Jewish population, (b) all other not currently Jewish persons with a Jewish parent, and (c) all other non‐Jewish 
household members (spouses, children, etc.). 
f Sum of Jews, children, and grandchildren of Jews, and the respective spouses, regardless of Jewish identity. 
g Including countries not listed separately. 
h Including Monaco. 
i Including Channel Islands and Isle of Man. 
j Including Asian regions. 
k Including Baltic countries already included above in EU.  
l The total legal population of the State of Israel on 1/1/2013, including Jews (enlarged definition) in East Jerusalem, the Golan 
Heights, and the West Bank, and Arabs and other non‐Jews in East Jerusalem and the Golan Heights, but not in the West Bank and 
Gaza, and excluding foreign workers and refugees, was 7,981,500. Jews constituted 753.5 per 1,000 of this total. 
m Total Palestinian population on 1/1/2013 in the West Bank (without East Jerusalem): 2,290,900; Gaza: 1,637,400; Total: 3,928,300 
(our revised estimate). For the West Bank, 333,900 Jews and 7,000 non‐Jewish members of Jewish households were added, for a 
total of 340,900 Jews and others. The reported West Bank total of 2,631,800 includes Palestinian, Jewish and other residents. 
n The total legal population on 1/1/2013 of the State of Israel plus the total population of the Palestinian Territory, excluding foreign 
workers and refugees, was 11,909,800. Jews constituted 504.99 per 1,000 of this total. 
o Including Hong Kong and Macao. 
p Excluding Sudan and Ethiopia included in Northern Africa. 
 



75  
 

References 
Adams S. M., Bosch, E., Balaresque, P. L., Ballereau, S. J., Lee, A. C., Arroyo, E., López-

Parra, A. N., Aler, M., Gisbert Grifo, M. S., Brion, M., Carracedo, A., Lavinha, J., Martínez-
Jarreta, B., Quintana-Murci, L., Picornell, A., Ramon, M., Skorecki, K., Behar, D. M., 
Calafell, F., and Jobling, M. A. 2008. The Genetic Legacy of Religious Diversity and 
Intolerance: Paternal Lineages of Christians, Jews, and Muslims in the Iberian Peninsula, 
The American Journal of Human Genetics 83 (6): 725–736. 

Adler S. 2004. Emigration among Immigrants from Argentina that Arrived During the Period 
1.1.89-31.12.02. Jerusalem: State of Israel Ministry of Immigrant Absorption, Division of 
Planning and Research. 

Australian Bureau of Statistics. 2002. Population Census 2001. Canberra.  
Australian Bureau of Statistics. 2007. Population Census 2006. Canberra. 
Australian Bureau of Statistics. 2012. Population Census 2011. Canberra. 
Bachi, R. 1976. Population Trends of World Jewry. Jerusalem: The Hebrew University, 

Institute of Contemporary Jewry. 
Bachi, R. 1977. The Population of Israel. Paris: CICRED, and Jerusalem: The Hebrew 

University and Demographic Center, Prime Minister's Office. 
Barack Fishman, S. 2004. Double or Nothing? Jewish Families and Mixed Marriage. Hanover 

and London: Brandeis University Press. 
Bass, D. 2011. Data from Israel Special Rabbinical Conversion Courts, Personal 

communication. 
Behar, D. M., Hammer, M. F., Garrigan, D., Villems, R., Bonné-Tamir, B., Richards, M., 

Gurwitz, D., Rosengarten, D., Kaplan, M., DellaPergola, S., Quintana-Murci, L., Skorecki, 
K. 2004. MtDNA Evidence for a Genetic Bottleneck in the Early History of the Ashkenazi 
Jewish Population, European Journal of Human Genetics: 1–10. 

Behar, D. M., Yunusbayev, B., Metspalu, M., Metspalu, E., Rosset, S., Parik, J., Rootsi, S., 
Chaubey, G., Kutuev, I., Yudkovsk, G., Khusnutdinova, E.K., Balanovsky, O., Semino, O., 
Pereira, L., Comas, D., Gurwitz, D., Bonné-Tamir, B., Parfitt, T., Hammer, M.F., Skorecki, 
K., and Villems, R. 2010. The genome-wide structure of the Jewish people, Nature, 9 
June, 238-242; http://www.nature.com/dofinder/10.1038/nature09103, 1-6 (accessed 4 
April 2012). 

Belstat. 2009. http://belstat.gov.by/homep/ru/perepic/2009/vihod_tables/5.8-0.pdf. 
Berenstein, N., and Porzecanski, R. 2001. Perfil de los egresados de la Red Formal de 

Educación Judía Uruguaya. Montevideo: Fundación L.A. Pincus para la educación Judía 
en la Diáspora, Israel; Consejo de Educación Judía del Uruguay. 

Berger, G., Tchimino, M., Korinfeld, S., Zuñiga, V. 1995. Estudio Socio-Demográfico de la 
Comunidad Judìa de la Región Metropolitana de Santiago. Santiago-Buenos Aires: 
Comité Representativo de las Entidades Judías de Chile-American Joint Distribution 
Committee, Oficina Buenos Aires-Area Latinoamericana.  

Bruk, S. 2006. The Jews of South Africa 2005 – Report on a Research Study. Cape Town. 
Bundesamt für Statistik. 2005. Wohnbevölkerung nach Religion 2000. Neuchatel. 
Choshen M., Bluer, E., Assaf-Shapira, Y., Doron, I. (eds.) 2010. Statistical Yearbook of 

Jerusalem 2009/2010, 24. Jerusalem: Jerusalem Municipality and the Jerusalem Institute 
for Israel Studies. 

Chosen, M., Doron, I., Assaf-Shapira, Y., Bluer, E. (eds.) 2012. Statistical Yearbook of 
Jerusalem 2012, 26. Jerusalem, Jerusalem Municipality and the Jerusalem Institute for 
Israel Studies. 

Cohen, E. H. 2005. Les touristes de France en Israël 2004. Jerusalem. 
Cohen, E. H. 2007. Heureux comme Juifs en France? Étude sociologique. Jerusalem: Elkana 

et Akadem. 
Cohen, E. H., with Ifergan, M. 2002. Les Juifs de France: Valeurs et identité. Paris, Fonds 

Social Juif Unifié. 
Cohen, S. M., Ukeles, J. B., Miller, R. 2012. Jewish Community Study of New York, 2011. 

Comprehensive Report. New York: UJA Federation of New York. 
Cohen, Y. 2009. Migration to and from Israel, Contemporary Jewry, 29, 2, 115-125. 
Cohen, Y., and Kogan, I. 2005. Jewish Immigration from the Former Soviet Union to Germany 

and Israel in the 1990s, Leo Baeck Institute Year Book L:249-265. 
Cohn, S. 2003. Résultas elections legislatives. Brussels, unpublished manuscript. 
   



76  
 

Comité Central Israelita de México. 2006. Estudio poblacional de la comunidad judía de 
México. México.  

Comité Central Israelita de México. 2000. Estudio sobre tendencias de la educación judía en 
México. Censo socio-demográfico de la comunidad judía de México. México. 

Corinaldi M. 1998. Jewish Identity, Chapter 2 in his Jewish Identity: The Case of Ethiopian 
Jewry. Jerusalem. 

Corinaldi, M. 2001. The Enigma of Jewish Identity: The Law of Return, Theory and Practice. 
Srigim-Lion: Nevo (in Hebrew). 

Cytto, O. 2007. Jewish Identification in Contemporary Spain – A European Case Study. 
Jerusalem: European Forum at The Hebrew University, Helmut Kohl Institute for 
European Studies in collaboration with Konrad Adenauer Stiftung, 

Dashefsky, A., in collaboration with Heller, Z.I. 2008. Intermarriage and Jewish Journeys in 
the United States. Newton Centre, MA: The National Center for Jewish Policy Studies at 
Hebrew College. 

Decol R. 1999. Imigraçoes urbanas para o Brasil: o caso dos Judeus. Campinas: 
Universidade Estadual, unpublished PhD. dissertation. 

Decol, R. D. 2002. Brazilian Jews: a Demographic Profile. Paper presented at Jerusalem: 
International Conference, Jewish Agency Initiative on Jewish Demography. 

Decol, R. D. 2009. A Demographic Profile of Brazilian Jewry, Contemporary Jewry, 29(2):99-
113. 

DellaPergola, S. 1975. The Italian Jewish Population Study: Demographic Characteristics and 
Trends. In U.O. Schmelz, P. Glikson, and S.J. Gould (Eds.), Studies in Jewish 
Demography: Survey for 1969–1971 (pp. 60–97). Jerusalem; The Hebrew University, 
Institute of Contemporary Jewry, and London: Institute of Jewish Affairs. 

DellaPergola, S. 1987. Demographic Trends of Latin American Jewry in J. Laikin Elkin and G. 
W. Merkx (Eds.), The Jewish Presence in Latin America (pp. 85-133). Boston: Allen and 
Unwin. 

DellaPergola, S. 1993. Jews in the European Community: Sociodemographic Trends and 
Challenges. American Jewish Year Book, 93. New York: American Jewish Committee, 
25-82. 

DellaPergola, S. 1995. Changing Cores and Peripheries: Fifty Years in Socio-demographic 
Perspective. In R. S. Wistrich (Ed.), Terms of Survival: The Jewish World since 1945 (pp. 
13-43). London: Routledge. 

DellaPergola, S. 1999. World Jewry beyond 2000: Demographic Prospects. Oxford: Oxford 
Centre for Hebrew and Jewish Studies. 

DellaPergola, S. 2000. Salomon Benzaquen, and Tony Beker de Weinraub, Perfil 
sociodemográfico y cultural de la comunidad judía de Caracas Caracas. Caracas-
Jerusalem: The Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 

DellaPergola, S. 2001. Some Fundamentals of Jewish Demographic History. In S. 
DellaPergola and J. Even (Eds.), Papers in Jewish Demography 1997 (pp. 11-33). 
Jerusalem, The Hebrew University. 

DellaPergola, S. 2002. Demography. In M. Goodman ed., The Oxford Handbook of Jewish 
Studies (pp. 797–823). Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

DellaPergola, S. 2003a. Jewish Demography: Facts, Outlook, Challenges. Jerusalem: Jewish 
People Policy Planning Institute, Alert Paper 2. 

DellaPergola, S. 2003b. Demographic Trends in Israel and Palestine: Prospects and Policy 
Implications, American Jewish Year Book, 103. New York: American Jewish Committee, 
3-68. 

DellaPergola, S. 2005. Was It the Demography? A Reassessment of U.S. Jewish Population 
Estimates, 1945–2001, Contemporary Jewry, 25:85-131. 

DellaPergola, S. 2007a. Population Trends and Scenarios in Israel and Palestine. In A. M. 
Kacowicz, and P. Lutomski (Eds.), Population Resettlement in International Conflicts: A 
Comparative Study (pp. 183-207). Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield. 

DellaPergola, S. 2007b. Correspondence, Azure 27:3-33. 
DellaPergola, S. 2008a. Autonomy and Dependency: Latin American Jewry in Global 

Perspective. In J. Bokser Liwerant, E. Ben-Rafael, Y. Gorni, and R. Rein (Eds.), Identities 
in an Era of Globalization and Multiculturalism: Latin America in the Jewish World (pp. 47-
80). Leiden-Boston: Brill. 

   



77  
 

DellaPergola, S. 2008b. Demography, Planning and Policy, 2000-2020. In O. Achimeir and Y. 
BarSimantov (Eds.), 40 Years in Jerusalem (pp. 39-59). Jerusalem, Jerusalem Institute of 
Israel Studies (in Hebrew). 

DellaPergola, S. 2009a. International migration of Jews. In E. Ben-Rafael and Y. Sternberg 
(Eds.), Transnationalism: Diasporas and the advent of a new (dis)order (pp. 213-236). 
Leiden-Boston: Brill.  

DellaPergola, S. 2009b. Jewish Out-Marriage: A Global Perspective. In S. Reinharz and S. 
DellaPergola (Eds.), Jewish Intermarriage around the World (pp. 13-39). London-New 
Brunswick: Transaction. 

DellaPergola, S. 2009c. Actual, Intended, and Appropriate Family Size among Jews in Israel, 
Contemporary Jewry, 29(2):127-152. 

DellaPergola, S. 2009d. Fertility Prospects in Israel: Ever Below Replacement Level? United 
Nations Expert Group Meeting on Recent and Future Trends in Fertility. New York: United 
Nations Secretariat, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division. 

DellaPergola, S. 2010a. World Jewish Population, 2010, Current Jewish Population Reports, 
Report 2010-2. Storrs, CT: The North American Jewish Data Bank, the Association for the 
Social Scientific Study of Jewry, and the Jewish Federations of North America. 

DellaPergola, S. 2010b. Jews in Europe: Demographic Trends, Contexts, Outlooks. In J. 
Schoeps, and E. Ben-Rafael (Eds.), A Road to Nowhere? Jewish Experiences in Unifying 
Europe? (pp. 3-34). Leiden-Boston: Brill. 

DellaPergola, S. 2011a. Jewish Demographic Policies: Population Trends and Options in 
Israel and in the Diaspora. Jerusalem, Jewish People Policy Institute. 

DellaPergola, S. 2011b. ¿Cuántos somos hoy? Investigacón y narrativa sobre población judía 
en América Latina. In H. Avni, J. Bokser-Liwerant, S. DellaPergola, M. Bejarano, L. 
Senkman (Eds.) Pertenencia y Alteridad – Judios en/de America Latina: cuarenta años de 
cambios (pp. 305-340). Madrid-Frankfurt am Main: Iberoamericana – Vervuert. 

DellaPergola, S. 2011c. When Scholarship Disturbs Narrative: Ian Lustick on Israel's 
Migration Balance. Israel Studies Review – An Interdisciplinary Journal, 26(2):1-20. 

DellaPergola, S. 2012. World Jewish Population, 2012. In A. Dashefsky, and I. Sheskin (Eds.) 
American Jewish Year Book 2012 (pp. 213-283). Dordrecht: Springer 

DellaPergola, S. 2013. How Many Jews in the US? The Demographic Perspective. 
Contemporary Jewry, 33(1-2):15-42. 

DellaPergola, S., and Cohen, L. (eds.) 1992. World Jewish Population: Trends and Policies. 
Jerusalem: The Hebrew University, and Prime Minister Office, The Demographic Center.  

DellaPergola, S., and Lerner, S. 1995. La población judía de México: Perfil demográfico, 
social y cultural. México: Asociación de Amigos de la Universidad Hebrea de Jerusalén, 
and Colegio de Mexico; Jerusalén: Universidad Hebrea de Jerusalén.  

DellaPergola, S., Rebhun, U., Tolts, M. 1999. American Jewry: A population projection, 1990-
2020. In R. Rosenberg Farber, and C. I. Waxman (Eds.), Jews in America: A 
contemporary reader (pp. 33-50). Hanover-London: Brandeis University Press/University 
Press of New England. 

DellaPergola, S., Uzi Rebhun, and Mark Tolts. 2000. Prospecting the Jewish Future: 
Population Projections 2000–2080, American Jewish Year Book, 100. New York: 
American Jewish Committee, 103–146. 

DellaPergola, S., Uzi Rebhun, and Mark Tolts. 2005. Contemporary Jewish Diaspora in 
Global Context: Human Development Correlates of Population Trends. Israel Studies, 
11(1):61-95. 

DellaPergola, S., and Schmelz, U.O. 1978. The Jews of Greater Mexico City According to the 
1970 Population Census: First Data and Critical Evaluation. Jerusalem: Universidad 
Hebrea, Instituto de Judaísmo Contemporáneo, mimeo. 

DellaPergola, S., and Schmelz, U. O. 1989. Demography and Jewish Education in the 
Diaspora: Trends in Jewish School-Age Population and School Enrollment. In H. S. 
Himmelfarb, and S. DellaPergola (Eds.), Jewish Education Worldwide: Cross-Cultural 
Perspectives (pp. 43-68). Lanham, MD: University Press of America. 

Dencik, L. 2003. 'Jewishness’ in Postmodernity: the Case of Sweden, Paideia Report. 
Stockholm: The European Institute for Jewish Studies. 

Dietz, B., Lebok, U., and Polian, P. 2002. The Jewish Emigration from the Former Soviet 
Union to Germany, International Migration 40(2): 29-48. 

Dvorin, N. 2006. Marriages of Israelis Abroad and the Role of Former Soviet Union 
Immigrants, Megamot 44(3):477-506. 



78  
 

Eckstein, G. 2003. Demography of the Sydney Jewish Community 2001. Sydney. 
Eckstein, G. 2009. Intermarriage among Jewish Australians. In S. Reinharz and S. 

DellaPergola (Eds.) Jewish Intermarriage around the World (pp. 139-152). New 
Brunswick-London: Transaction. 

Erlanger, S. 2006. Jewish People Policy Planning Institute Annual Assessment 2006, Deltas 
Creating Opportunities and Threats, Executive Report 3. Jerusalem: JPPPI. 

Federação Israelita do Estado de São Paulo FISESP. 2002. Recadastramento comunitário 
2000–01. São Paulo: FISESP. 

Filiba, L. 2003. Turkish Jewish Community Demographic Survey 2002-3. Istanbul: Jewish 
Community of Turkey Council.  

Fisher, N. 2013. Conversion in Numbers. Jerusalem: unpublished manuscript.  
Gavison, R. 2009. 60 Years to the Law of Return: History, Ideology, Justification. Jerusalem: 

Metzilah Center for Zionist, Jewish, Liberal and Humanistic Thought, 2009. 
Gitelman, Z. 2003. Becoming Jewish in Russia and Ukraine. In Z. Gitelman, B. Kosmin, and 

A. Kovács (Eds.), New Jewish Identities: Contemporary Europe and Beyond (pp. 105-
137). Budapest-New York: Central European University. 

Glick, P. C. 1960. Intermarriage and Fertility Patterns among Persons in Major Religious 
Groups, Eugenics Quarterly 7:31-38. 

Goldman, G. 2009. Intermarriage among Jews in Canada: A Demographic Perspective. In S. 
Reinharz and S. DellaPergola (Eds.), Jewish Intermarriage around the World (pp. 105-
114). New Brunswick-London: Transaction. 

Goldstein, S. 1969. Socioeconomic differentials among religious groups in the United States. 
The American Journal of Sociology 74(6): 612–631. 

Goldstein, S., and Goldstein, A. 1997. Lithuanian Jewry 1993: A Demographic and 
Sociocultural Profile. Jerusalem: The Hebrew University, The Institute of Contemporary 
Jewry. 

Goskomstat 1994. Mikroperepisis' naselenii Rossiiskoi Federatsii 1994. Moscow: author's 
own processing. 

Graham, D. 2004. European Jewish Identity at the Dawn of the 21st Century: A Working 
Paper. A report for the American Joint Distribution Committee and Hanadiv Charitable 
Foundation. Budapest: JPR-Institute for Jewish Policy Research. 

Graham, D. J. 2008. The socio-spatial boundaries of an ‘invisible’ minority: a quantitative 
reappraisal of Britain’s Jewish population. Thesis submitted for the degree of DPhil in 
Geography. Oxford: St Catherine’s College, University of Oxford, Michaelmas Term. 

Graham, D. 2012. Adjusting the Jewish population count in the 2011 Australian census; 
Methodological summary. 

Graham, D., Boyd, J., Vulkan, D. 2012. 2011 Census Results England and Wales: Initial 
Insights about the UK Jewish Population. London: JPR. 

Graham, D., Schmool, M., and Waterman, S. 2007. Jews in Britain: A Snapshot from the 
2001 Census London. JPR Report No. 1. 

Graham, D., and Vulkan, D. 2007. Britain’s Jewish Community Statistics. London: Board of 
Deputies of British Jews. 

Graham, D., and Vulkan, D. 2008. Britain’s Jewish Community Statistics. London: Board of 
Deputies of British Jews. 

Graham, D., and Vulkan, D. 2010. Synagogue Membership in the United Kingdom in 2010. 
London: JPR-Institute for Jewish Policy Research and The Board of Deputies of British 
Jews. 

Graham, D., and Waterman, S. 2005. Underenumeration of the Jewish Population in the UK 
2001 Census, Population, Space and Place, 11: 89-102; 

Graham, D. J., and Waterman, S. 2007. Locating Jews by Ethnicity: A Reply to David Voas 
2007, Population, Space and Place, 13: 409-414. 

Groeneman, S., and Smith, T. W. 2009. Moving: The Impact of Geographical Mobility on the 
Jewish Community. New York: The Jewish Federations of North America. 

Hammer, M., Redd, A. J., Wood, E. T., Bonner, M. R., Jarjanazi, H., Karafet, T., Santachiara-
Benerecetti, S., Oppenheim, A., Jobling, M. A., Jenkins, T., Ostrer, H., and Bonné-Tamir, 
B. 2000. Jewish and Middle Eastern non-Jewish populations share a common pool of Y-
chromosome biallelic haplotypes, Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 
97(12): 6769–6774. 

Hart, R., and Kafka, E. 2006. Trends in British Synagogue Membership, 1990–2005/6. 
London: The Board of Deputies of British Jews. 



79  
 

Heilman, S. (ed.) 2005. Contemporary Jewry, 25. 
Heilman, S. (ed.) 2013. Contemporary Jewry, 33(1-2). 
HIAS, Annual. Statistical Report. New York: The Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society. 
Instituto Brasilero de Geografia e Estatistica IBGE 1980, 1991, 2000. Population Census. Rio 

de Janeiro. 
Instituto Nacional de Estadistica 2003. Censo 2002: Sintesis de Resultados. Santiago de 

Chile. 
Instituto Nacional de Estadistica, Geografia e Informatica, 2002. XII Censo General de 

Población y Vivienda 2000. Mexico City. 
Instituto Nacional de Estadística y Geografía 2012. La población con religion Judía en 

México. Mexico City. 
Israel Central Bureau of Statistics. Annual. Statistical Abstract of Israel. Jerusalem. 
Israel Central Bureau of Statistics, http://www.cbs.gov.il. 
Jmelnizky, A. and Erdei, E. 2005. Estudio de Población Judía en Ciudad de Buenos Aires y 

Gran Buenos Aires AMBA. Buenos Aires: Media, Centro de Estudios para las 
Comunidades Judías de Latinoamérica, American Joint Distribution Committee. 

JPR 2003. News, Spring 2003, 6. 
Kadushin, C., Phillips, B., and Saxe, L. 2005. National Jewish Population Survey 2000-01: A 

Guide for the Perplexed, Contemporary Jewry, 25:1-32. 
Konstantinov, V. 2007. Jewish Population in the Former Soviet Union in the 20th Century. 

Jerusalem: Lira (in Russian). 
Kooyman, C., and Almagor, J. 1996. Israelis in Holland: A Sociodemographic Study of Israelis 

and Former Israelis in Holland. Amsterdam: Stichting Joods Maatschappelijk Werk. 
Korazim, M. and Katz, E. 2003. Patterns of Jewish Identity in Moldova: The Behavioral 

Dimension. In Z. Gitelman, B. Kosmin, and A. Kovács (Eds.), New Jewish Identities: 
Contemporary Europe and Beyond (pp. 159-170). Budapest-New York: Central European 
University. 

Kosmin B. A., Keysar, A. 2009. American Religious Identification Survey ARIS 2008. 
Summary Report. Hartford, CT: Trinity College. 

Kosmin B. A., Mayer, E., and Keysar, A. 2001. American Religious Identification Survey 2001. 
New York. 

Kosmin B. A., Goldberg, J., Shain, M., and Bruk, S. 1999. Jews of the New South Africa: 
Highlights of the 1998 National Survey of South African Jews. London, JPR. 

Kosmin B. A., Goldstein, S., Waksberg, J., Lerer, N., Keysar, A., and Scheckner, J. 1991. 
Highlights of the CJF 1990 National Jewish Population Survey. New York: Council of 
Jewish Federations. 

Kosmin, B. and Waterman, S. 2002. Commentary on Census Religion Question London, 
JPR-Institute for Jewish Policy Research. 

Kotler-Berkowitz, L., Cohen, S. M., Ament, J., Klaff, V., Mott, F., and Peckerman-Neuman, D., 
with Blass, L., Bursztyn, D., and Marker, D. 2003. The National Jewish Population Survey 
2000–01: Strength, Challenge, and Diversity in the American Jewish Population. New 
York: United Jewish Communities. 

Kovács, A., and Barna, I. 2010. Identity à la carte: Research on Jewish identities, participation 
and affiliation in five European countries. Analysis of survey data. Budapest: The 
American Joint Distribution Committee. 

Kovács, A. (ed.) 2004. Jews and Jewry in Contemporary Hungary: Results of a Sociological 
Survey, JPR Report No. 1. London: JPR. 

Lattes, Y. A. 2005. Sull’assimilazione in Italia e i metodi per affrontarla. Ramat Gan: Bar Ilan 
University. 

Lazerwitz, B. 1978. An estimate of a rare population group—The U.S. Jewish population. 
Demography 15(3): 389–394. 

Lieberson, S., and Waters, M. C. 1988. From Many Strands: Ethnic and Racial Groups in 
Contemporary America, The Population of the United States in the 1980s, A Census 
Monograph Series. New York: Russell-Sage. 

Lustick, I. S. 2011. Israel’s Migration Balance: Demography, Politics, and Ideology, Israel 
Studies Review – An Interdisciplinary Journal, 26(1): 33-65. 

Markus, A., Goldlust, J, Jacobs, N., Baker, T., Munz, T., Goodman, A., Graham, D. 2011. 
Jewish Continuity: Melbourne & Sydney, Report Series of the Gen08 Survey, Report 2. 
Melbourne: Monash University, Australian Center for Jewish Civilization. 

Markus, A., Jacobs, N., Aronov, T. 2009. Preliminary Findings: Melbourne & Sydney, Report 



80  
 

Series of the Gen08 Survey, Report 1, Melbourne: Monash University, Australian Center 
for Jewish Civilization. 

Massarik, F. 1974. National Jewish Population Study: A New United States Estimate, 
American Jewish Year Book, 75. New York and Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society 
and American Jewish Committee, 296-304. 

Mayer, E., Kosmin, B., and Keysar, A. 2001. American Jewish Identity Survey 2001. New 
York: The Graduate Center of the City University of New York. 

Miller, S., Schmool, M., and Lerman, A. 1996. Social and Political Attitudes of British Jews: 
Some Key Findings of the JPR Survey. London: JPR. 

Morris, P. 2011. Changing Jewry: A Survey of the New Zealand Jewish Community. 
Auckland: B'nai B'rith. 

Office for National Statistics http://www.ons.uk. 
Palestine Central Bureau of Statistics www.pcbs.org 
Palestine Central Bureau of Statistics 1998. Summary of Final Results Population, Housing 

and Establishment Census-1997. Ramallah. 
Parfitt, T. 2002 The Lost Tribes of Israel: The History of a Myth. London: Weidenfeld and 

Nicholson. 
Perlmann, J. 2007. Two National Surveys of American Jews, 2000-01: A Comparison of the 

NJPS and AJIS, Working Paper No. 501. Annandale-on-Hudson: The Levy Economics 
Institute of Bard College. 

Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life 2008. US Religious Landscape Survey: Religious 
Affiliation: Diverse and Dynamic, February 2008. Washington, D.C.: Pew Research 
Center. 

Phillips B. 2005. 2004 Jewish Community Study. San Francisco: Jewish Community 
Federation of San Francisco, The Peninsula, Marin and Sonoma Counties. 

Phillips B. A. 1997. Re-examining Intermarriage: Trends, Textures, Strategies. New York: The 
Susan and David Wilstein Institute of Jewish Policy Studies, and the American Jewish 
Committee, The William Petschek National Family Center. 

Phillips, B. A. 2013. New Demographic Perspectives on Studying Intermarriage in the United 
States, Contemporary Jewry 33(1-2): 103-120. 

Population Reference Bureau 2012. 2012 World Population Data Sheet. Washington, DC. 
Porzecanski, R. 2006. El uruguayo judío. Montevideo: Trilce. 
Pupko, I. 2013. Here and There: Transnational immigrants in Israel. Jerusalem: The Hebrew 

University, Institute of Contemporary Jewry, unpublished Ph.D. dissertation (in Hebrew). 
Rebhun, U. and Lev Ari, L. 2010. American Israelis: Migration, Transnationalism, and 

Diasporic Identity. Leiden-Boston: Brill. 
Rebhun, U. and Goldstein, S. 2006. Changes in the Geographical Dispersion and Mobility of 

American Jews, 1990-2001, The Jewish Journal of Sociology, 48(1): 5-33. 
Reinharz, S., and DellaPergola, S. (eds.) 2009. Jewish Intermarriage around the World. New 

Brunswick-London: Transaction. 
Ritterband, P., Kosmin, B. A., and Scheckner, J. 1988. Counting Jewish Populations: 

Methods and Problems, American Jewish Year Book, 88. New York: American Jewish 
Committee, 204–221. 

Rosenwaike, I. 1980. A Synthetic Estimate of American Jewish Population Movement over 
the Last Three Decades. In U.O. Schmelz and S. DellaPergola (Eds.), Papers in Jewish 
Demography 1977 (pp. 83-102). Jerusalem, The Hebrew University. 

Rubel, Y. 2005. La Población Judía de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires, Perfil Socio-Demográfico. 
Buenos Aires: Agencia Judía para Israel, Iniciativa de Demografía Judía. 

Saks, D. 2003. Community Stable, Ageing – Census, South African Jewish Report. 
Johannesburg. 

Saxe, L., Phillips B., Kadushin, C., Wright, G., Parmer, D. 2006. The 2005 Boston Community 
Study: Preliminary Findings. A Report by the Steinhardt Social Research Institute. 
Waltham, MA: Brandeis University for Combined Jewish Philanthropies of Boston. 

Saxe, L., Tighe, E., and Phillips, B., with Libhaber, A., Parmer, D., Simon, J., and Wright, G. 
2006. Understanding Contemporary American Jewry. Waltham, MA: Brandeis University, 
Steinhardt Social Research Institute. 

   



81  
 

Saxe, L., Tighe, E., Phillips, B., Kadushin, C., with Barnett, M., Grant, D., Livert, D., Libhaber, 
A., Sud Lokshin, M., Parmer, D., Rindskopf, D., Simon, S., and Wright, G. 2007. 
Reconsidering the Size and Characteristics of the American Jewish Population: New 
Estimates of a Larger and More Diverse Community. Waltham, MA: Brandeis University, 
Steinhardt Social Research Institute. 

Saxe, L., and Tighe, E. 2013. Estimating and Understanding the Jewish Population in the 
United States: A Program of Research, Contemporary Jewry, 33(1-2):43-62. 

Schick Marvin, 2005. A Census of Jewish Day Schools in the United States 2003-2004. 
Jerusalem: Avi Chai. 

Schmelz, U.O., 1981. Jewish Survival: The Demographic Factors, American Jewish Year 
Book, 81. New York: American Jewish Committee, 61–117. 

Schmelz, U.O. 1984. Aging of World Jewry Jerusalem. Jerusalem, The Hebrew Ubiversity, 
and Brookdale Institute. 

Schmelz, U.O., and DellaPergola, S. 1983. The Demographic Consequences of U.S. Jewish 
Population Trends, American Jewish Year Book, 83. New York: American Jewish 
Committee,141-187. 

Schmelz, U.O., and DellaPergola, S. 1985. The Demography of Central and South American 
Jewry, American Jewish Year Book, 85. New York-Philadelphia: Jewish Publication 
Society and American Jewish Committee, 51-102. 

Schmelz, U.O., and DellaPergola, S.1988. Basic Trends in American Jewish Demography. 
New York, American Jewish Committee. 

Schoeps, J. H., Jasper, W., and Vogt, B. (eds.) 1999. Ein neues Judentum in Deutschland? 
Fremd und Eigenbilder der russisch-jüdischen Einwanderer. Potsdam. 

Schulman, M., 2003. National Jewish Population Survey 2000–01: Study Review Memo, 
prepared for United Jewish Communities. New York.  

Shahar, C. 2004. The Jewish Community of Canada. Toronto. 
Sheskin I. M. 2001. How Jewish Communities Differ: Variations in the Findings of Local 

Jewish Demographic Studies. New York: City University of New York, North American 
Jewish Data Bank. 

Sheskin I. M. 2008. Four Questions about American Jewish Demography, Jewish Political 
Studies Review, 20(1-2): 23-42. 

Sheskin I. M. 2009. The 2008 Jewish Community Study of Greater Middlesex County, Main 
Report. Jewish Federation of Greater Middlesex County. 

Sheskin I. M. 2012. Comparisons of Jewish Communities: A Compendium of Tables and Bar 
Charts. Storrs, CT: Mandell Berman Institute, North American Jewish Data Bank and the 
Jewish Federations of North America. 

Sheskin I. M., and Dashefsky, A. 2007. Jewish Population of the United States, 2007, 
American Jewish Year Book, 107. New York: The American Jewish Committee, 136-138 
and 198-199. 

Sheskin I. M., and Dashefsky, A. 2010. Jewish Population in the United States, 2010, Current 
Jewish Population Reports, Report 2010-1. Storrs, CT: The North American Jewish Data 
Bank, the Association for the Social Scientific Study of Jewry, and the Jewish Federations 
of North America. 

Sheskin, I.M., and Dashefshy, A. 2013. Jewish Population in the United States 2013, Chapter 
5 in this volume. 

Smith, T. W. 2009. Religious Switching Among American Jews. New York: The American 
Jewish Committee. 

Sofer, A., and Bistrow, Y. 2004. Israel Demography 2004-2020 in the Light of 
Disengagement. Haifa: University of Haifa (in Hebrew). 

Stark, T. 1995. A magyar zsidóság statisztikája: Kutatási jelentés. Budapest. 
Statistics Canada 2003. Selected Religions for Canada provinces and Territories – 20% 

sample data: http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census01/products/highlight/Religion/ 
Page.cfm?Lang=E&Geo=PR&View=1a&Code=01&Table=1&StartRec=1&Sort=2&B1=Ca
nada&B2=1. Ottawa. 

Statistics Canada 2003. Profile of Citizenship, Immigration, Birthplace, Generation Status, 
Ethnic Origin, Visible Minorities and Aboriginal Peoples, for Canada, Provinces, 
Territories, Census Divisions and Census Subdivisions, 2001 Census: 
http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/english/census01/ products/standard/profiles/Rp-
eng.cfm?LANG=E&APATH=3&DETAIL=1&DIM=0&FL=A&FRE 
E=0&GC=0&GID=0&GK=0&GRP=1&PID=56167&PRID=0&PTYPE=55430,53293,55440,



82  
 

55496,71090&S=0&SHOWALL=0&SUB=0&Temporal=2001&THEME=57&VID=0&VNAM
EE=&VNAMEF=. Ottawa. 

Statistics Canada 2008. Ethnic origins 2006 counts for Canada Provinces and Territories – 
20% sample data: http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/hlt/97-
562/pages/page.cfm?Lang=E&Geo=PR&Code=01&Data=Count&Table=2&StartRec=1&S
ort=3&Display=All&CSDFilter=5000. Ottawa. 

Statistics Canada 2013. 2011 National Household Survey, Statistics Canada Catalogue no. 
99-010-X2011032. Ottawa. 

Statistics Canada 2013. 2011 National Household Survey, Statistics Canada Catalogue no. 
99-010-X2011028. Ottawa. 

Statistics New Zealand 2007. 2006 Census of Population and Dwelling. Auckland. 
Statistik Austria 2003. Volkszählung 2001: Wohnbevölkerung nach Religion und 

Staatsangehörigkeit für Bundesländer. Wien. 
Swiss Fund for Needy Victims of the Holocaust/Shoa 2002. Final Report. Bern.  
The Board of Deputies of British Jews, Community Research Unit 2005. Report on 

Community Vital Statistics 2004. London. 
The Jewish People Policy Planning Institute 2005. Annual Assessment 2004-2005, Between 

Thriving and Decline. Jerusalem. 
The Jewish People Policy Planning Institute 2007. The Conference on the Future of the 

Jewish People 2007, Background Policy Documents. Jerusalem. 
The Jewish People Policy Planning Institute 2008. Tomorrow. Jerusalem. 
Tighe, E., Saxe, L., Brown, D., Dillinger, J., Klein, A., and Hill, A. 2005. Research Synthesis of 

National Survey Estimates of the U.S. Jewish Population; Project Summary, Method and 
Analysis Plan. Waltham, MA: Brandeis University, Steinhardt Social Research Institute. 

Tighe, E., Kadushin, C., Saxe, L. 2009a. Jewish Population in the US: 1990 vs. 2000, 
Working Paper. Waltham, MA: Brandeis University, Steinhardt Social Research Institute. 

Tighe, E., Livert, D., Barnett, M., and Saxe, L. 2009b. Cross-Survey Analysis to Estimate Low 
Incidence Religious Groups. Waltham, MA: Brandeis University, Steinhardt Social 
Research Institute. 

Tighe, E., Saxe, L., and Kadushin, C., with Magidin De Kramer, R., Nurshadenov, B., 
Aronson, J., and Cherny, L. 2011. Estimating the Jewish Population of the United States: 
2000-2010. Waltham, MA: Brandeis University, Steinhardt Social Research Institute. 

Tobin, G. and Groeneman, S. 2003. Surveying the Jewish Population in the United States. 
Part 1: Population Estimate. Part 2: Methodological Issues and Challenges. San 
Francisco: Institute for Jewish & Community Research. 

Tolts, M. 2002. Main Demographic Trends of the Jews in Russia and the FSU. Jerusalem. 
Tolts, M. 2003. Mass Aliyah and Jewish Emigration from Russia: Dynamics and Factors, 

Jews in Russia and Eastern Europe 33: 71-96 . 
Tolts, M. 2004. The Post-Soviet Jewish Population in Russia and the World, Jews in Russia 

and Eastern Europe 52: 37-63. 
Tolts, M. 2006. Contemporary Trends in Family Formation among the Jews in Russia, Jews in 

Russia and Eastern Europe 57: 5-23 ; 
Tolts, M. 2007. Post-Soviet Jewish Demography, 1989-2004. In Z. Gitelman and Y. Ro’i 

(Eds.), Revolution, Repression, and Revival: The Soviet Jewish Experience (pp. 283-
311). Lanham: MD, Rowman & Littlefield. 

Tolts, M. 2009. Some Demographic and Socio-Economic Trends of the Jews in Russia and 
the FSU. Jerusalem: The Hebrew University, The A. Harman Institute of Contemporary 
Jewry, Division of Jewish Demography and Statistics. 

Tolts, M. 2011. Demography of the Contemporary Russian-Speaking Jewish Diaspora. Paper 
presented at the conference on the contemporary Russian-speaking Jewish Diaspora. 
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University, November 13–15. 

Tolts, M. 2013. Sources for the Demographic Study of the Jews in the Former Soviet Union, 
Studies in Contemporary Jewry, 27, forthcoming. 

Tuval, S. 2004. The Jewish Community of Istanbul, 1948-1992. Jerusalem: Ben Zvi Institute 
(in Hebrew). 

Ukrainian Ministry of Statistics, 2002. Population Census 2001. Kiev. 
Unione delle Comunità Ebraiche Italiane 2002. IV Congresso, Relazione del consiglio. Roma. 
Unione delle Comunità Ebraiche Italiane 2010. Indagine demografica – Numero degli iscritti 

delle comunità. Roma. 
United Kingdom, Office for National Statistics 2012. 



83  
 

United Kingdom, Scotland, General Register Office Edinburgh 2002.  
United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division 2013. World 

Population Prospects: The 2012 Revision. New York. 
United Nations Development Programme 2013. Human Development Report. New York. 
US Census Bureau 1958. Religion Reported by the Civilian Population in the United States, 

March 1957, Current Population Reports, Population Characteristics, Series P-20, No. 79 
Washington, DC. 

US Census Bureau 1968. Tabulations of Data on the Social and Economic Characteristics of 
Major Religious Groups, March 1957. Washington, DC. 

US Department of Homeland Security 2012. 2011 Yearbook of Immigration Statistics. 
Washington, DC. 

US Executive Office of the President, Office of Management and Budget 2008. Update of 
Statistical Area Definitions and Guidance on Their Uses, OMB Bulletin No. 09-91. 
Washington, DC. 

van Solinge, H. and de Vries, M. (eds.) 2001. De Joden in Nederland Anno 2000: 
Demografisch profiel en binding aan het joodendom. Amsterdam: Aksant. 

Voas, D. 2007. Estimating the Jewish Undercount in the 2001 Census: a Comment on 
Graham and Waterman 2005, Population, Space and Place 13:401-407. 

Vulkan D. and Graham, D. 2008. Population Trends among Britain’s Strictly Orthodox. 
London: Board of Deputies of British Jews.  

Waxman C.I. 2013. Multiculturalism, Conversion, and the Future of Israel as a Modern State, 
Israel Studies Review, 28(1): 33–53 

Zentralwohlfahrtsstelle der Juden in Deutschland. Annual. Mitgliederstatistik; Der Einzelnen 
Jüdischen Gemeinden und Landesverbände in Deutschland. Frankfurt a. M. 

Zentralwohlfahrtsstelle der Juden in Deutschland. 2013. Mitgliederstatistik der jüdischen 
Gemeinde und Landesverbände in Deutschland für das Yahr 2012. Frankfurt a.M. 

Zimmerman, B., Seid, R., and Wise, M. L. 2005. The Million Person Gap: The Arab 
Population in the West Bank and Gaza. Ramat Gan: The Begin-Sadat Center for 
Strategic Studies, Mideast Security and Policy Studies 65.  

Zimmerman, B., Seid, R., Wise, M. L., Ettinger, Y., Shahaf, D., Sohar, E., Passig, D., and 
Shvout, A. 2005. Arab Population in the West Bank and Gaza: The Million and a Half 
Person Gap. Washington: American Enterprise Institute. 

 




