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The majority of Americans view laws that penalize the boycott of
Israel as an infringement on constitutional rights

Introduction

In late February 2022, masses of Russian military forces
invaded Ukraine, beginning the deadliest and most
intense episode in the Russo-Ukrainian War that began
in 2014 with Russia’s attempt to reclaim and annex por-
tions of Ukraine. The invasion sparked an outpouring of
support for Ukraine among the American public, evident
on social media and in donations to humanitarian efforts.
Some placed Ukrainian flags in front of their businesses,
homes, and places of worship. Public condemnation of
Russian has been nearly unanimous.

With the latest invasion creating a precarious geo-polit-
ical situation, the Biden administration turned to levying
economic sanctions against Russia to condemn its
actions and providing aid to Ukraine as a way to show
support. The American public overwhelmingly approved
of this response, with the Pew Research Center report-
ing that 85% of Americans are in favor of keeping strict
economic sanctions on Russia. Moreover, a Washington
Post-ABC News poll found that two-thirds of Americans
support increasing economic sanctions on Russia.
Governors in California, Vermont, Utah, and New Jersey
signed legislation and issued Executive Orders bolster-
ing their states’ support for federal sanctions against
Russia.

With the government and public aligned on these eco-
nomic actions, the private sector followed suit, with
nearly 1,000 companies pulling operations, business
and/or investment from Russia, also known as “divest-
ing”. This included energy giants like Shell, ExxonMobil,
and BP; large public companies like McDonald’s, Uber,
Starbucks, and Apple; and financial institutions like
MasterCard and Visa.

News of Russia’s deadly campaign in Ukraine has
covered front pages for most of 2022. But how much
do American Muslims, and Americans of other faith
and non-faith groups, know about other divestment
campaigns and how supportive are they of those

campaigns? Data from the Institute for Social Policy

and Understanding’s (ISPU)

sheds light on this topic, specifically with regards to the
directed

at Israel to pressure Israel to comply with international

law and end their occupation of Palestinian territory.
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Findings

A large majority of Jews and half of
Muslims have heard something about the
BDS movement directed at Israel, unlike
other Americans

Nearly three-quarters of Jewish Americans (72%) have
heard at least a little about ,
more than any other group surveyed, including American
Muslims (52%). Similar levels of Jews and Muslims have
heard “a little” (18% and 19%, respectively) and “a good
amount” (17% and 12%, respectively), however Jews
were more likely than Muslims to have heard “a great
deal” about BDS directed at Israel (37% vs. 21%).

About one-third of white Evangelicals (35%) have heard
something about BDS directed at Israel, with 26%
having heard “a little,” 5% “a good amount,” and 4%
“a great deal.” White Evangelicals were more likely than
Catholics (24%), Protestants (27%), the non-affiliated
(23%), and the general public (24%) to have heard at
least a little about BDS directed at Israel. Like white
Evangelicals, however, the largest share among these
groups have heard just "a little” — 18% of Catholics, 21%
of Protestants, 15% of the non-affiliated, and 17% of the
general public.

Jewish Americans More Likely than All Other
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Figure 1: How much, if anything, have you heard about BDS, or the Boycott,
Divestment, and Sanctions movement directed at Israel? Base: Total
respondents, 2022.
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Figure 2: How much, if anything, have you heard about BDS, or the Boycott,
Divestment, and Sanctions movement directed at Israel? (% Heard ‘a great
deal’ shown) Base: Total Muslim and Jewish respondents, 2022.

Among Muslims, men and 30-49 year-
olds are more likely to know about BDS
directed at Israel, while Black Muslims
are less likely

Among both Muslims and Catholics, men were more
likely than women to have heard at least a little about
BDS directed at Israel (69% vs. 45% among Muslims
and 34% vs. 15% among Catholics).

Among Muslims, 30-49 year olds are more likely than
those 50 and older to know anything about BDS (62%
vs. 39%, respectively) and are on par with younger
Muslims aged 18-29 (51%). A closer look reveals that
30-49 years olds differ from other age groups in knowing
“a great deal” or “a good amount” about the BDS move-
ment directed at Israel. Twenty-nine percent of 30-49
year olds Muslims report knowing “a great deal”, com-
pared with 18% of 18-29 year olds and 13% of 50+ year
olds. Additionally, nearly 1 in 5 (18%) of 30-49 year olds
report knowing “a good amount,” compared with 9% of
younger Muslims and 7% older Muslims.
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Muslims Aged 30-49 Report More Knowledge
About BDS than Muslims of Other Ages
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Figure 3: How much, if anything, have you heard about BDS, or the Boycott,
Divestment, and Sanctions movement directed at Israel? (% heard 'a great deal’,
‘a good amount', and ‘a little' shown). Base: Total Muslim Respondents, 2022.

When looking by race and ethnicity, we find that Black
Muslims (37%) are less likely than white and Asian
Muslims to report any knowledge about BDS. White
(62%), Asian (65%), and Arab (50%) Muslims are on par
with each other in having heard anything about BDS
directed at Israel. Looking more closely at the level of
knowledge, we find that Black Muslims (8%) are less
likely than White (33%), Asian (22%), and Arab (29%)
Muslims to have heard “a great deal” about BDS. While
Asian Muslims were on par with other groups in knowing
“a great deal” about BDS, nearly a third (30%) reported
knowing “a little” which was more likely than 15% of
white Muslims.

Among the general public, there are no differences in
knowledge about BDS by age and racial/ethnic groups.
However, Muslims in all three age groups are significant-
ly more likely than their age counterparts in the general
public to have heard about BDS directed at Israel. White
Muslims (62%) were more likely than white Americans
(24%) in the general public to have heard about BDS
directed at Israel, while Black Muslims (37%) were on
par with Black Americans in the general public (26%).

A slight majority of American Muslims
who know something about BDS express
support for the movement, while most
Jews oppose it

Survey respondents who reported knowing anything
about BDS directed at Israel were additionally asked
about their level of support for the movement. Nearly
6 in 10 American Muslims (57%) who know something
about BDS express support for the movement, includ-
ing 36% who ‘strongly support’ and 21% who ‘some-
what support’ the movement. Nearly one-third (30%)

of Muslims who know about BDS neither support nor
oppose it and 11% oppose it. The general public tends
to remain neutral or in opposition with one-fifth (20%)
of those who know about it in support, one-third (34%)
neither support nor oppose, and nearly half (46%)
oppose it.

While American Muslims have a significant portion who
support BDS and the general public has a significant
share who opposes it, about one-third of both groups
remain neutral. For Jewish Americans, on the other
hand, there is overwhelming opposition (80%), little neu-
trality (13%) and minimal support (6%).

Among American Muslims who have heard about BDS
directed at Israel, men are more likely than women to
express support (62% of men vs. 49% of women).

One-Third of Muslims and the General Public
Who Have Heard About BDS Directed at Israel
Express Neutrality About the Movement
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Figure 4: Based on what you have heard, do you support or oppose BDS - the
Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions movement? Base: Total respondents who
have heard about BDS, 2022.

Asian and Black Muslims less likely than
white Muslims to express support for
BDS directed at Israel

While a significant portion of Asian Muslims indicated
knowledge about the BDS movement directed at Israel,
about half (48%) support the movement compared to
nearly 3 in 4 white Muslims (73%). Thirty-nine percent
of Black Muslims expressed support for BDS directed
at Israel, which is less likely than white Muslims and on
par with Asians. Thirty-nine percent of Asian and 44%
of Black Muslims who know about BDS directed about
Israel express neutrality about the movement, compared
with 14% of white Muslims. While Arab Muslims are the
most likely Muslim ethnic group to be directly impacted
by the topic, we cannot make bivariate comparisons to
Arab Muslims due to a small sample size.
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Among Muslims who know about the BDS movement
directed at Israel, 30-49 year olds are more likely than
18-29 year olds to express any support (66% vs. 44%,
respectively) and strong support (45% vs. 26%). On the
other hand, 18-29 year old Muslims who know about
BDS are more likely to remain neutral, compared with
30-49 year olds (41% vs. 23%). To better understand
the factors that predict any level of support for BDS
directed at Israel, we ran a regression analysis among
Muslims, Jews, and the general public who had any
knowledge of BDS.

Asian Muslims less likely than Arab
Muslims to express support for BDS di-
rected at Israel

Based on the regression analysis, we also find that Asian
Muslim identity is associated with a 23% lower likelihood
of support for the BDS movement directed at Israel, rel-
ative to Arab Muslim identity. So, while Asians and Arabs
are on par in their self-reported knowledge about the
BDS movement directed at Israel, Asians are less likely
than Arabs to express support.

Knowledge, Asian ldentity, Education, Mosque
Attendance, and Party ID Predict Level of Support
for BDS Directed at Israel

SUPPORT FOR BDS DIRECTED AT ISRAEL
. Strong predictor . Moderate predictor

111

Asian Identity College Weekly Rellglous Democratic
Party ID

Knowledge

Figure 5: Based on what you have heard, do you support or oppose BDS - the Boycott,
Divestment, and Sanctions movement? Base: Total Muslim respondents who have heard about
BDS. We used linear regression and held key variables constant including demographics (age,
race, and education), political party affiliation, religious affiliation and religiosity (attendance and
importance of religion). For the effect size of the variable, “Strong” in this case represents a shift
in the predicted probability of support for BDS by 20% or more and “Moderate” indicated a shift
between 10% and 20%.

Regardless of knowledge about BDS and
level of support, 4 in 5 in the American
general public, as well as majorities of
all faith and non-faith groups, hold the
view that laws penalizing people for par-
ticipating in BDS directed at Israel are an
infringement of constitutional rights

The American Muslim Poll 2022 also included the follow
question about Americans of different faiths and no
faith’s view about the constitutional right to participate in

the BDS movement directed at Israel:

Which of the following statements comes closer to your
view, even if neither is exactly right?

Laws that penalize people who boycott Israel help
protect Israel.

OR

Laws that penalize people who boycott Israel infringe
on the Constitutional right to free speech and peaceful
protest.

While there is overwhelming support and participation
in divestment and pulling business from Russia from
Americans of all backgrounds, BDS directed at Israel is
often portrayed as demonizing and even described as
anti-Semitic. Local laws have been passed in numerous
states barring the individual right (as well as the right
of businesses) to express support for or participate in
the BDS movement towards Israel, resulting in several
high profile cases of people losing their jobs as well
as companies losing business, most notably Ben and
Jerry’s Ice Cream. But is this the overwhelming view of
the American public?

While 20% of the general public who know about BDS
expressed support for the movement, just 20% of the
general public (with and without knowledge of BDS)
believe that laws penalizing those who participate in the
movement protect Israel, while 80% believe that laws
penalizing participation in BDS are an infringement of
constitutional rights. In fact, the general public, Catholics
(73%), Protestants (79%), white Evangelicals (78%) and
the non-affiliated (81%) were all more likely than Muslims
to hold the view that laws penalizing BDS towards Israel
are a constitutional infringement. A majority of Muslims,
69%, also hold this view. While Jewish Americans were
less likely than all other groups to hold this view, at 57%,
more than half did so.
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A Majority of All Faith and Non-Faith Groups Believe
that Laws Penalizing BDS Directed at Israel are an
Infringement of Constitutional Rights
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Figure 6: Which of the following statements comes closest to your view, even if neither
is exactly right? (% Laws that penalize people who boycott Israel infringe on the

Constitutional right to free speech and peaceful protest shown) Base: Total
respondents, 2022.

Still, one quarter of Muslims (25%) hold the opinion that
laws penalizing people who participate in BDS help
protect Israel, more likely than the general public (19%).
One-third of Jews (34%) believe that laws penalizing
people who participate in the BDS movement against
Israel help protect Israel, more likely than Muslims,
Protestants (19%), white Evangelicals (21%), the non-
affiliated (17%), and the general public.

Older Muslims, Black and white Muslims
less likely than their counterparts in the
general public to view laws penalizing the
boycott of Israel as an infringement of
constitutional rights

Among Muslims, 18-29 year olds are more likely than
30-49 year olds and 50+ year olds to align with the view
that laws penalizing people who boycott Israel are a
constitutional violation (77% vs. 65% and 59%, respec-
tively). Young Muslims are also less likely than 30-49
year olds to hold the view that laws penalizing people
who boycott Israel help protect Israel (19% vs. 29%).
Young Muslims are less supportive of BDS than middle
aged Muslims yet are more likely to see laws barring
them from boycott as unconstitutional. This may be
because young Muslims are more focused on the rights
of Americans to boycott.

There are no racial/ethnic differences among Muslims.
Among the general public, Hispanics were more likely
than whites to view these laws as helping to protect
Israel (28% of Hispanics vs. 17% of whites).

Comparing age groups between Muslims and the
general public, we find that 30-49 and 50+ year old

Muslims are less likely than their counterparts in the
general public to view these laws as an infringement of
constitutional rights. Specifically, 65% of 30-49 year old
Muslims and 59% of 50+ year old Muslims, compared
with 79% of 30-49 years old and 81% of 50+ year olds
in the general public. Furthermore, 50+ year old Muslims
are more likely than their age counterparts in the general
public to view these laws as helping to protect Israel
(27% of 50+ Muslims vs. 17% of 50+ in the general
public). Perhaps older Muslims see classification of anti-
BDS laws as protection of Israel because they are less
informed about this topic from the perspective of con-
stitutional rights and more informed from the point of
view of the occupation of Palestine. Further research is
needed to test this hypothesis.

Older Muslims Less Likely Than Older Americans in
the General Public to View Laws Penalizing the

Boycott of Israel as a Constitutional Infringement
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Figure 7: Which of the following statements comes closest to your view, even if neither is exactly
right? (% Laws that penalize people who boycott Israel infringe on the Constitutional right to free
speech and peaceful protest) Base: Total respondents, 2022.

Comparing racial/ethnic groups between Muslims and
the general public, we find that Black (64%) and white
(64%) Muslims are less likely than Black (81%) and white
(82%) people in the general public to view laws penal-
izing the boycott of Israel as a violation of constitutional
rights. Additionally, about one-third of white Muslims
(82%) view these laws as protecting Israel, compared
with 17% of white people in the general public.
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Black and White Muslims Less Likely than Their Genera
Public Counterparts to View Laws Penalizing the Boycoti
of Israel as a Constitutional Infringement
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Figure 8: Which of the following statements comes closest to your view, even if neither is exactly
right? (%Laws that penalize people who boycott Israel infringe on the Constitutional right to free
speech and peaceful protest) Base: Total respondents, 2022.

This reveals that Americans, including
American Muslims, vary in their level of knowledge and
opinions about the BDS movement directed at Israel.
However, despite levels of knowledge and opinions in
support of or opposition to the movement, the major-
ity of Americans of all faiths and no faith believe that
enacting laws penalizing people who participate in BDS
directed as Israel are a violation of the constitutional right
to free speech and peaceful protest.

About ISPU’s American
Muslim Poll and
additional ISPU data
on this topic:

Now in its sixth iteration,

captures a snapshot of American Muslim experiences
in all their diversity, as well as tracking trends over time.
The survey not only polls Americans who are Muslim,
but Americans of other faiths and no faith. This allows
readers to understand American Muslims’ perspective
within the context of their nation’s faith landscape, not
as an isolated specimen.
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Institute for Social Policy
and Understanding
RESEARCH MAKING AN IMPACT

About ISPU

ISPU provides objective research and education about American Muslims to support
well-informed dialogue and decision-making. Since 2002, ISPU has been at the forefront
of discovering trends and opportunities that impact American Muslim communities. Our
research aims to educate the general public and enable community change agents, the
media, and policymakers to make evidence-based decisions. In addition to building in-
house capacity, ISPU has assembled leading experts across multiple disciplines, building
a solid reputation as a trusted source for information for and about American Muslims.

For more information, please visit:

Institute for Social Policy and Understanding
info@ISPU.org

Michigan

6 Parklane Blvd, Suite 510
Dearborn, Ml 48126

(313) 436-0523

Washington, DC

1110 13th St. NW, Suite 800
Washington, DC 20005
(800) 920-4778
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