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Methodology

BSG conducted a 15-minute nationwide study between Survey respondents qualified if they...
May 6t" and May 8", 2024.

v Were between the ages of 17 and 24

v’ Are currently enrolled in a college or
university in the United States as an
undergraduate student

We collected 617 survey responses with Jewish and Non-Jewish
Undergraduate college students.

INCLUDING

310 responses (MoE: + 5.59) of 307 responses (MoE: + 5.57) of
Jewish Undergraduate college Non-Jewish Undergraduate
students. college students.
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Current Campus
Landscape
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Jewish students feel less safe on campus than they did in February, with increased feelings
that the climate on campus is scary and unsafe - with even stronger feelings among those
with protests and encampments on their campus

How would you describe the climate on your college or university campus over
the past two weeks? Only among Jewish students

m Nov. 2023 m Feb. 2024 May. 2024

| Do you currently feel safe on campus? Only among Jewish students

Only 74% of students with
Protests/Encampments on
their campus feel safe

29% among those with
Protests/Encampments on campus vs.,
11% among those without

Protests/Encampments on campus
78

53
44 45

38 22% among those with
Protests/Encampments on campus vs.,

10% among those without

Protests/Encampments present

23
l I 17 | 17

(February 2024) (May 2024) Tense Uncomfor- Scary Unsafe Solemn
table

NET Safe 83

Completely
Safe

Q27A. How would you describe the climate, or how things feel for you personally, on your college or university campus over the past two weeks?
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Q64B. Do you currently feel safe on campus?



Protests are rampant on campuses, with 7 in 10 Jewish students indicating that there have
been protests or encampments on their campus

To the best of your knowledge, have any of the following taken place at your college or university during
the spring semester?

W Jewish Non-Jewish

I,
Pro-Palestine protests
Anti-Israel protests
I, - 70% of Jewish students and
Encampments indicated that they

have seen Pro-Palestinian, Anti-Israel
protests, or encampments on campus

41

Rallies in support of Israel

Q11. To the best of your knowledge, have any of the following taken place at your college or university during the spring semester?
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Not only are Jewish students keeping a closer eye on the university protests and
encampments in comparison to Non-Jewish students, but it is also impacting them to a
greater degree - with stronger feelings of frustration, sadness, and fear

How did you feel when you watched or read about the encampments?
| How closely have you been following these events? Among all students Among all students)

H Jewish Non-Jewish

NET Close
80
Jewish vs.
Non-Jewish  +25
ifference 52 +22
49
48 16
+12
50 39
Very
Closely
Frustrated Sad Scared Angry Annoyed

Jewish Non-Jewish

Q16. How closely have you been following this?
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Impact of
Protests and
Encampments




Among students with encampments on their campus, protests and encampments are having a
negative impact on Jewish students - besides difficulty with their studies, it is impacting their
relationship with faculty and friends

Generally speaking, since the encampments began, how has your academic Have the protests/encampments on your campus affected you negatively in any
experience been affected? Among students with encampments on their campus of the following ways? Among students with encampments on their campus
. m Jewish m Non-Jewish®
Easier for you to
learn, study or “

concentrate

| have had a hard time concentrating on or completing 44

schoolwork

| do not have the same level of trust in the faculty

More difficult for
you to learn, study
or concentrate

It has affected my friendships on campus

| have felt scared on my campus

Jewish Non-Jewish *
| have felt scared to attend classes

1 *[ ow base size (n=48)

) ) . - ) .
Q21. Have the protests on your campus affected you negatively in any of the following ways? Hillel International | Benenson Strategy Group | 8

Q27. Generally speaking, since the encampments began, how has your academic experience been affected?



In addition, Jewish students have had to logistically adjust how they physically and socially
navigate their campuses

How have the encampments affected your experience on campus in any way?
Among students with encampments on their campus
Showing top 10

m Jewish ® Non-Jewish*

. 35

| have had to navigate through protests that were blocking my way

I 24

| had to change where | spend times with friends or socialize

I — 23

| have had to leave earlier to get to class

| ;
22 Of those with Protests/
Encampments on campus...

| have missed at least one of my classes

— 22

At least one of my classes has gotten canceled
51% have had class affected

: ] ]
| have been blocked from getting to class 20 18% have had final affected
11% have had the
I 19 commencement affected

My ability to get to or be at work has been impacted

I 19

| have had to change where/when | eat

I 18

My extracurricular activities (i.e., clubs, Greek life events, etc.) have been impacted

I 17

| have been verbally assaulted

1 *[ ow base size (n=48)

Q25. Have the encampments affected your experience on campus in any way? Hillel International | Benenson Strategy Group | 9




Jewish students feel less safe on campus and have also heard more antisemitic and
derogatory language during the protests

Protests used language or did anything that was antisemitic, threatening or

| Feelings of safety from protests e s e

61
25
More Safe on
Campus
Jewish Non-Jewish Jewish Non-Jewish

Q22. Have the protests made you feel... Hillel International | Benenson Strategy Group | 10
Q23. Did any of these protests use language or do anything that is antisemitic, threatening or derogatory toward Jewish people?




Importantly, students (Jewish and Non-Jewish alike) believe it is important their school follows
and adheres to their policies - though 1 in 3 Jewish students (and even more Non-Jewish
students) believe their school is doing a poor job enforcing them

o _ o How good of a job do you think your school is doing in
In your opinion, how important s it for colleges and enforcing its policies and codes of conduct as they pertain to
universities to follow and adhere to their policies and codes the encampments? Among students with encampments on their
of conduct? Among students with encampments on their campus campus
NET
Important 93
87
Fair Job
NET
Very NET 65%
Important Poor Job 60%
Very Poor Job 19
Jewish Non-Jewish *

Jewish Non-Jewish *

1 *[ ow base size (n=48)
Q32. How good of a job do you think your school is doing in enforcing its policies and codes of conduct as they pertain to the
encampments? Hillel International | Benenson Strategy Group | 11

Q19. In your opinion, how important is it for colleges and universities to follow and adhere to their policies and codes of conduct?



And many students disagree with the actions their school’s administration has taken, with a
plurality of Jewish students believing they have been too lenient toward the encampments

Do you think your school’s administration was... Among students with
encampments on their campus

Too lenient toward
the students at the
encampments

Jewish Non-Jewish *

1 *[ ow base size (n=48)
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Q31. Do you think your school’s administration was...



Jewish students are more likely to feel concerned that the encampments or protests will
impact their commencement, with the vast majority believing that the encampments and
protests should be removed in efforts to eliminate disruption

How concerned are you that protests and/or encampments will disrupt Do you think colleges or universities should...? Among students who
commencement or graduation at your school? Among all students are concerned about encampments or protests on their campus

Remove the encampments
and/or protesters to
eliminate the possibility of
disruption to
commencement or

Very graduation
Concerned 20
Jewish Non-Jewish Jewish Non-Jewish

Q34. How concerned are you that protests and/or encampments will disrupt commencement or graduation at your school?
Q35. Do you think colleges or universities should...
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Jewish
Experience
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As a result of the war, Jewish students no longer feel like they can truly be themselves on their
university campuses

Have you experienced any of the following on campus or within your campus community this school year?
Only among Jewish students

m May. 2024 mFeb. 2024

| have felt a need to hide my Jewish identity from others on campus 37 40
| have been too scared to attend Jewish-related events (i.e., Shabbat dinner, Jewish 32
programs, etc.)
. . . i . e 28 .
| have heard antisemitic rhetoric shouted at me or experienced antisemitic incidents 35% among those with Protests/
Encampments on campus, vs. 25%
I 2 MO I A5 5
| have felt unwelcome in a campus space (e.g., in class or in a campus organization), I 0 Encampments on campus
. . S : I 05
A professor has said something antisemitic or anti-Israel .
| have felt like professors have treated me differently from other students because | am | R .-
Jewish or because of how | feel about Israc! [ I NRREDBIIEEEEEE 12
| have considered transferring or leaving my college/university because of the climate on | GczIEEzGzNG 11 32% among those with
campus [IINEGNE 7 Protests/Encampments on campus, vs. 18%

without Protests/Encampments on campus

I 11

| have been prevented from getting to class or someplace else on campus

Q65. Have you experienced any of the following on campus or within your campus community this school year?

Q36. Since the war between Israel and Hamas started, have there been any acts of antisemitism, hate, or anything threatening or Hillel International | Benenson Strategy Group | 15
derogatory toward Jewish people that has happened at your campus?




The climate on college campuses today means that the majority of Jewish students need
Jewish spaces more than ever

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Since the war
between Israel and Hamas started, Jewish spaces on campus have become
more important to me than ever. Only among Jewish Students

Since the war between Israel and Hamas started, have there been any acts of
antisemitism, hate, or anything threatening or derogatory toward Jewish people
that has happened at your campus? 0Only among Jewish students

59% among those
with Protests/Encampments on
campus, vs. 29% without
Protests/Encampments on campus

NET Agree
73

Strongly 50 /O
Agree of Jewish students believe
there has been antisemitism
on their campus
Somewhat
Agree

May. 2024 Feb. 2024 Nov. 2023

Q67. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement: Since the war between Israel and Hamas started, Jewish spaces on campus have become more important to me than ever.

Q36. Since the war between Israel and Hamas started, have there been any acts of antisemitism, hate, or anything threatening or Hillel International | Benenson Strategy Group | 16
derogatory toward Jewish people that has happened at your campus?



Hillel is the Jewish organization that Jewish students are most familiar with

How familiar are you with each of these types of groups/organizations?

Only among Jewish students

67
58

55

| am involved
with this
organization

Jewish Greek Life

Hillel Chabad

Q37. Below are some types of groups or organizations affiliated with Jewish life that may exist on your campus (this list is not intended to
be exhaustive). How familiar are you with each of these types of groups/organizations?

46 45

Israel-focused campus groups

Jewish Student Union
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Jewish students feel like there needs to be a stronger response from their schools’
administrations and ultimately greater consequences for violating school policies - and this
sentiment has only grown since the start of the encampments on campus

Which of the following would you like to see on your campus? Only among
Jewish students

® May. 2024

Stronger consequences for students who violate the school's code of
conduct

)
o

N
00

Stronger response from the administration against antisemitism

More education for non-Jewish students about antisemitism In May 2024:

53% among those with
Protests/Encampments on
campus, vs. 42% among those
without Protests/Encampments
on campus

I |
I
o1

w

Visible support from non-Jewish students/organizations on campus

w
~

Increased security presence in and around Jewish spaces on campus

w
NS

Ensure Jewish students are included in campus DEI efforts

In May 2024:

41% among those with
Protests/Encampments on campus,
vs. 29% among those without
Protests/Encampments on campus

N
(0]

Creation of a campus task force on antisemitism

N
o1

More access to mental health counseling for Jewish students

Q66B. Which of the following would you like to see on your campus?
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Appendix
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