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Methodology

Telephone survey of 763 Jewish households
Used Random Digit Dialing (RDD) and
Distinctive Jewish Names (DJNs)
95% response rate on "screener"
95% response rate of known Jewish households
±3.5% margin of error at the 95% level of confidence
Interviews averaged 15-20 minutes
About 30 interviewers from the community
About 8 days of interviewing in May 2000
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Jewish 
Population Size



The Jewish Community
of Greater Hartford

Jews in
Households  32,600  84%

Non-Jews  4,350  11%

Students
in Dorms  1,600  4%

Nursing Homes  200  1%

** Total 37,000 persons live in 14,800 Jewish households
** About 600 households live elsewhere for 3-7 months of the year

32,800 Jews live in Greater Hartford + 1,600 Students
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Geographic
Profile
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Persons in Jewish Households
by Geographic Area

16,800

7,200
6,000 6,000

Core Area Farmington Valley East of the River South of Hartford
0

5,000

10,000

15,000

20,000

Jews
Non-Jews



Core Area  54%

Farmington
Valley  10%

East of
the River  20%

South
of Hartford  13%

Windsor
Area  3%

Core Area  48%

Farmington
Valley  17%

East of
the River  15% South

of Hartford  17%

Windsor
Area  3%

Geographic Distribution
of Jewish Households

1982 2000
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Place of Birth
Hartford
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Place of Residence Prior to Hartford
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39%

Other CT
12%

New York
20%

Massachusetts
7%

Other NE
8%

Midwest
3%

South 
6%

West
1%

Foreign
4%



Length of Residence in Hartford

0-4 Years
9%

5-9 Years
7%

10-19 Years
16%

20+ Years
69%

Implies 250 
households move in 
each year
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40%
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Destination of Movers
"Definitely/Probably Moving Within 3 Years"
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Moving

Different Town
in Greater Hartford

Same
Town

Other US

Don't Know

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

2.4% are definitely 
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Migration

250 households move in each year

120 definitely moving out each year

180 probably moving out each year

implies no significant change in the 
size of the Jewish population in the 
next few years
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Location of Adult Children
(Respondents Age 50 and Over)

No Adult
Children

21%

Hartford
45%

Elsewhere
33%
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Demographic
Profile



Age Distribution
Median Age is 45     23% are age 65 and over     12% are age 75 and over
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Numbers of Persons

36,900 total persons in Jewish households
8,600 are age 65 and over
4,300 are age 75 and over
8,200 are age 17 and under
7,100 Jewish children age 17 and under (1,100 not being 
raised as Jews)
8,500 baby boomers (age 35-49)
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Where Do the Jewish Children Live?
Age 0-17 (7,100 children)

Core Area  43%

Farmington
Valley  28%

East of
the River  15%

South of Hartford  13%

Windsor Area  1%



Where Do the Elderly Live?
Age 65 and Over (8,600 persons)

Core Area  61%

Farmington
Valley  10% East of

the River  12%

South of Hartford  14%

Windsor Area  4%



Changes in Age 1982-2000
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Household Size

1
23%2

39%

3
13%

4
19%

5+
7%
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Household Structure

Single < 65  9%

Single 65+  15%Married
No

Children  34%

Married with Children
  28%

Single Parent  2%

Other  13%



Number of Households

14,800 total Jewish households
600 are part-year households (in residence 4-7 months)
3,460 are single person households
1,400 are single person households age 75+ 
1,080 are single female households age 75+ 
4,450 are households with children
3,700 are households with Jewish children
5,000 are married couple households with no children               
age 0-17 at home
1,000 households with incomes under $15,000
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Household Structure by Geographic Area
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Where Do Households with Children Live?

Core Area  40%

Farmington
Valley  25%

East of
the River  19%

South
of Hartford  14%

Windsor Area  2%



Marital Status

Married for
First Time  61%

Divorced,
Remarried  11% Widowed,

Remarried  1%

Single, Never
Married  15%

Divorced  5%

Widowed  7%



Education Level

No
Degree  1%

High
School

Only  15%

Some
College  13%

2-Year
College

Degree  5%

4-Year
College

Degree  35%

Graduate
Degree  31%



Employment Status

Full
Time  43%

Disabled  1%
Part Time  12%

Student  8%

Retired  30%

Unemployed  2%
Home-

maker  5%



Housing Value

$50-$100  6%

$100-$150  25%

$150-$250  40%

$250-$500  26%

$500+  3%

(in thousands)
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Household Income
(in thousands)

Under $15
7%

$15-$25
7%

$25-$50
18%

$50-$75
16%

$75-$100
19%

$100-$150
19%

$150-$200
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$200+
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160 Jewish 
households 
live below the 
poverty level



Median Household Income
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Religious
Profile



Jewish Identification

Orthodox  4%

Conservative  31%

Reform  31%

Just Jewish  34%



Jewish Identification by Age of Respondent
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Jewish Identification by Geographic Area
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Religious Practices

71%

69%

18%
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Practices

72%

17%

6%

3%

Mezuzah on Door

Kosher In Home
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Religious Practices in Households with Children
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Religioius Practices by Type of Marriage
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Religious Practices by Trips to Israel
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Religious Practices by Geographic Area
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Religious Practices by Geographic Area
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Light Chanukah Candles
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Kosher In Home
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Synagogue Attendance

*or only weddings/B'nai Mitzvah

Never*
27%

Only High Holidays
21%

Few Times Per Year
25%

Once per
Month+

27%



Synagogue Attendance by Age
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Synagogue Attendance Patterns
22%

30%
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Synagogue Attendance Patterns
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Type of Marriage



Type of Marriage
(Percentage of Married Couples)

(2 Born Jews)
69%

Conversionary
8%

Intermarried
23%

In-married



Type of Marriage by Age

*Based upon a
sample size of 23
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Intermarriage Rate
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What Is the Intermarriage Rate?

Abraham

Sarah

Jacob

Chris



Percentage of Married Jewish Adults
Married to Non-Jews
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9% of Jewish adults (both 
married and single) are 
married to a non-Jew



Religion of Children
by Type of Marriage of Parents

*Based upon a sample size of 50
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Importance of Marrying Jews
(Single Jewish Adults Age 18-64)

Extremely
15%Very

15%

Somewhat
30%

Not Very
22%

Not at All
19%



Have at Least One Intermarried Adult Child
(Among Respondents Age 50+ with at Least One Married Adult Child)

*Based upon a sample size of 22

58%

43%

53%

65%

58%

54%

64%

53%

59%

All

Orthodox*

Conservative

Reform

Just Jewish

Synagogue Members

Non-Members

JCC Members

Non-Members

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%



Changes 1982-2000
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Membership
Profile



Lifetime Synagogue Membership

Current Member
53%

Was Member
Will Rejoin

8% Will Join
6%

Was Member
Not Rejoin

15%

Never
18%



Synagogue Membership Patterns
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Synagogue Membership Patterns
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JCC Membership Patterns
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45% of households 
who belong to a 
fitness facility/health 
club have joined the 
JCC



JCC Membership Patterns
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Jewish JCC Membership 
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0

500

1,000

1,500

2,000

2,500



Synagogue/JCC Membership Overlaps

Only JCC
5%

Only Synagogue
36%

Both
17%

Neither
42%

32% of 
synagogue 
members 
are JCC 
members

78% of JCC  
members 
are 
synagogue 
members



Jewish
Education



Formal Jewish Education
of Born Jewish Adults

None  19%

Synagogue
School  74%

Jewish
Day School  6%

Tutor  1%



Adults with a Formal Jewish Education
by Age and Sex
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Attended Jewish Sleep Away Camp
as a Child by Age
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Attended Jewish Teenage Youth Groups
and Hillel by Age
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Jewish Sleep Away Camp as a Child

89%

89%

84%

35%

24%

41%

41%

77%
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26%

36%

73%

73%

67%

21%

14%

24%

21%
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49%
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Participated in Hillel While in College
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Attended Jewish Youth Group as a Teenager
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87%

85%

30%
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39%
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Attneded Jewish Day School as a Child

93%

85%

85%

55%

40%

49%

47%

75%

72%

45%

37%

77%
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Preschool/Child Care Enrollment
(Jewish Children Age 0-5)

Not Enrolled
48%

Jewish
Preschool

21% Non-Jewish
Preschool

31%



Type of School Attended by Jewish Children
(Age 6-17)

Public
School
87%

Non-Jewish Private
4%

Jewish Day School
9%



Jewish Children with a Formal Jewish Education
(Age 6-17)

Is/Was Enrolled
91%

Will Enroll
6%

Will Not Enroll
4%



Seriously Investigate Jewish Day School
Will Not

Investigate  69%

Did Send Child  4%
Will Investigate  15%

Child Now in School  10%

Will Send Child  2%



Current Enrollment in Jewish Education

(Based upon actual enrollment data)
73%

33%

Age 6-12 Age 13-17
0%

20%

40%

60%

80%
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63%
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Day Camp Attendance
by Jewish Children

(Age 0-17)

Jewish Camp
13%

Non-Jewish Camp
20%

Not to Camp
67%



Sleep Away Camp Attendance
by jewish Children

(Age 0-17)

Jewish Camp
5%

Non-Jewish Camp
9%

Not to Camp
86%



Jewish Education of Children

Data are based upon a survey of Jewish institutions.
*Total enrollment is 248; all but 63 are enrolled through a synagogue.
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Jewish Education of Children

Data are based upon a survey of Jewish institutions.
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32% of Jewish 
teenagers are in a 
Jewish youth group



Jewish Agencies



Familiarity with Jewish Agencies
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Very Familiar with Federation
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Very Familiar with JCC
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Very Familiar with JFS
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Very Familiar with Hebrew Home
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Very Familiar with Solomon Schechter
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Very Familiar with Hebrew Academy
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Very Familiar with Yachad
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Very Familiar with Endowment
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Perception of Jewish Agencies
(Respondents Who Are Very/Somewhat Familiar)
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Social Service
Needs



Households Containing
a Health-Limited Person

17%

10%

16%

11%

23%

20%
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Needs No Daily Help Needs Daily Help

250 adults (0.9%) are disabled and cannot work
Almost 90 households (0.6%) contain a disabled adult child



Need for Social Services

*Of households containing Jewish non-elderly single adults.
**Of households containing Jewish children.
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Need for Elderly Social Services*
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Disposition of Need for Selected Social Services

*Of households containing Jewish non-elderly single adults.
**Of houeholds containing elderly members.
***Of households containing Jewish children.
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% of All Households with a Household Member 
Who Needs Assistance with:

1.9% 1.8% 1.6% 1.5% 1.1% 1.0%
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37% of elderly households contain a member who 
has long term care insurance that covers both 
in-home health care and a nursing home



Household Has an Elderly Relative
Who Is Dependent on the Household for Care

(Respondents Age 40-79)
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Preference for Jewish-Sponsored
Adult Care Facilities

(Respondents Age 40 and Over)

Very Much Prefer
44%

Somewhat Prefer
27%

Have No Preference
26%

Rather Not Use
3%



Very Much Prefer Jewish-Sponsored
Adult Care Facilities

(Respondents Age 40 and Over)
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Israel



Households Containing
a Member Who Visited Israel
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Correlations of Jewish Behavior
with Trips to Israel

45%
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78%
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Trips to Israel by Jewish Children

Jewish Trip  6%

General Trip  5%
Israeli  1%

Not to Israel  88%



Seriously Investigate Sending Teens
on a Trip to Israel

Will Investigate  55%

Will Send  17%

Will Not Investigate  13%

Don't Know  15%

Safety and Cost are the two major reasons why parents might not 
send teens on a trip to Israel.



Emotional Attachment to Israel
(Respondent Only)

Extremely  12%

Very  27%

Somewhat  46%

Not
Attached  15%



Emotional Attachment to Israel by Age
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Emotional Attachment to Israel
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Anti-Semitism



Perception of Anti-Semitism in Hartford

Great Deal
6%

Moderate Amount
42%

Little
45%

None at All
7%



Experienced Anti-Semitism in the Past Year in Hartford
Compared to Perception of Anti-Semitism in Hartford by Age
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Philanthropic
Profile



Reported Donations to the Jewish Federation of Greater Hartford

Nothing  50%

Under
$100  21%

$100-$500  18%

$500+  10%

Unreported
Amount  2%

Federation Market Segments

Donated  50%

Asked,
Did Not

Donate  8%

Not Asked
to Donate  43%

Nothing  66%

Under
$100  15%

$100-$500  14%

$500+  4%

Donations to Other Jewish Charities
By Households Not Asked to Donate to Federation

Donations in the Past Year



Jewish/Non-Jewish Charities Overlap

Jewish
Only  7%

Non-Jewish
Only  24%

Both  60%

Neither  9%

Non-Jewish Charities
Nothing  17%

Under
$100  30%

$100-$500  35%

$500+  18%

Other Jewish Charities
Nothing  45%

Under
$100  21%

$100-$500  22%

$500+  13%

Donations in the Past Year



Reported Donations to Jewish Federation
of Greater Hartford in the Past Year by Age

91%

57%
54%

31%

40%

2%

15% 17%

28%

37%

7%

28% 29%

41%

24%

Under 35 35-49 50-64 65-74 75+
0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%
Nothing Under $100 $100+



Reported Donations to the Jewish Federation
in the Past Year
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Age of Donors to Federation

Under 35  2%

35-49  27%

50-64  24%

65-74  25%
75+  23%



Age of Donors
of $100 and Over to Federation

Under 35  2%

35-49  30%

50-64  27%

65-74  25%

75+  16%



Proportion of Charitable Dollars
to Each Philanthropic Sector in the Past Year

Jewish
Federation

32%

Other
Jewish Charities

29%

Non-Jewish
Charities

39%

61% of all charitable dollars were donated to Jewish charities
53% of Jewish charitable dollars were donated to the Jewish federation



Average Per Household Donation to Federation 
Adjusted for Inflation 
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Federation Annual Campaign
Adjusted for Inflation
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Charitable Provisions in Wills
(Respondents Age 50 and Over)

*includes 5% with provisions for both Jewish and non-Jewish charities

No Will
10%

No
Provision

75%

Jewish Provision*
12%

Non-Jewish Provision
3%



Charitable Provisions in Wills
(Respondents Age 75 and Over)

No Will
7%

No
Provision

80%

Jewish Provision
12%

Non-Jewish Provision
1%



Motivations to Donate to Jewish Organizations*
% Very Important

76%

63%

61%

43%

42%

39%

31%

26%

Combating Anti-Semitism

Providing Elderly Social Services

Providing Jewish Education of Children

Supporting the People of Israel

Helping Jews Overseas in Distress

Providing Jewish Counseling

Providing Social, Recreational, Cultural

Supporting Educational Trips to Israel

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

*Households who donated $100 and over to Federation or other Jewish charities in the past year.



Would Give More to Federation if: *

39%

24%

18%

6%

1%

More Money Went to Local Needs

More Say Over How Money Spent

Asked by Close Friend

More Money Went to Israel and Overseas

More Recognition Received

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

*Households who donated $100 and over to Federation in the past year.



Compared to Other Charities, 
Federation Expenditures on Overhead are:*

More
7%

Less
11%

Same
11%

Don't Know
70%

*Households who donated $100 or more to Federation in the past year.



Membership Levels/Practices

*Belong to a Synagogue or the JCC or a Jewish organization.
**Always/Usually Light Chanukah Candles, Attend Passover Seder, Light Sabbath Candles, or Keep Kosher

53%

32%

22%

40%

62%

87%

67%

91%

Synagogue

Jewish Organization

JCC Member

JCC Participant

Associate*

Practice**

Donated to Jewish Charity

Associate/Practice/Donated

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
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