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Finding 1: Planning should assume that the Jewish 
population will remain relatively constant in the next years
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3 The Jewish Community of Indianapolis

Jews
17,900  76%

Non‐Jews
5,600  24%

23,500 persons live in 8,500 Jewish households, 
of whom 17,900 persons are Jewish

Another 3,600 Jews in the 9 surrounding counties.

1.7% of households in Indianapolis are Jewish
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Number of 2010 Estimate 2017
Increase 
2010‐2017

Households 8,000 8,500 500

Persons in Jewish 
Households

21,800 23,500 1,700

Jews 16,800 17,900 1,100

Changes in the Size of the Jewish Community
of Indianapolis ‐ 2010‐2017



5 Definitely or Probably Moving
Out of Local Community Within the Next Three Years

(Jewish Households)
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7%
7%
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5%
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4%
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4%
3%

1%

Howard County *
Indianapolis

Omaha
Tidewater
Las Vegas

Bergen
St. Petersburg
Rhode Island

Houston
Chicago *

Cleveland *
Washington

Broward
Jacksonville
San Antonio

Tucson
Columbus **

Miami
Atlantic County

Middlesex
Phoenix **

Hartford
Portland (ME)

New Haven
Baltimore *
St. Louis **

Westport
Detroit
St. Paul

Lehigh Valley
Minneapolis

South Palm Beach
West Palm Beach

Atlanta **
Sarasota

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

*Question asked about moving plans in the next 3‐5 years
** Question asked about moving plans in the next 2 years.



6 Migration of Jewish Households6

Average Annual In‐Migration
270 households moved in each year during the past five years

Projected Average Annual Out‐Migration
100 households definitely moving out of Indianapolis each year 
during the next three years

330 households probably moving out of Indianapolis each year 
during the next three years

Projected Change
the Jewish population should not change significantly in the next 
few years as a result of migration

)

)

)

)

)

)

)
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Finding 2: While there remains a significant concentration of 
Jews in the Core Area, a geographic shift is occurring in the 
Jewish population 
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8 Households in Top Three Zip Code Areas
(Jewish Households)
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66%

57%
57%
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50%
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42%
41%
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37%
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34%
33%
33%
33%
33%

32%
30%

29%
25%

24%
21%

20%
19%

18%
18%

17%
16%

15%
14%
14%

13%
12%

10%
9%

Westport
Middlesex

Howard County
West Palm Beach
Atlantic County

South Palm Beach
St. Paul

Baltimore
Lehigh Valley
Indianapolis

Miami
Cleveland

Rhode Island
Pittsburgh

Jacksonville
Hartford

San Antonio
Detroit

Sarasota
Minneapolis

Bergen
Tucson

Cincinnati
Portland (ME)

Tidewater
Omaha

Columbus
St. Louis

New Haven
Houston
Broward

St. Petersburg
Las Vegas

Seattle
Phoenix
Atlanta

San Diego
Chicago

San Francisco
East Bay

Washington
Philadelphia

Denver
New York

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Jewish community generally 
has one major cluster
of Jewish population

Jewish community generally 
has no major clusters

or several major clusters
of Jewish population

46260 (Core Area)
46032 (Carmel ‐ N of Core)
46074 (Westfield ‐ N of Core)



9 Distribution of Jewish Households,  2010 ‐2017

N of Core
38%

Core Area
43%

S of Core
20%

N of Core
44%

Core Area
37%

S of Core
20%

2010 2017
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49%

34%

54%

18%

18%

10%

27%

24%

14%

6%

24%

23%

North of Core

Core Area

South of Core

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

0‐4 Years

5‐9 Years

10‐19 Years

20+ Years

Years at Current Address by Geographic Area
(Respondents)
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Finding 3: This is a very young Jewish community and 
consequently programs for children and families should 
receive significant priority
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0.0%2.0%4.0%6.0%8.0%10.0% 0.0% 2.0% 4.0% 6.0% 8.0% 10.0%

Males Females

Age Distribution‐Indianapolis Jewish Community

Median Age is 36 Years
8% are Age 65 and Over
3% are Age 75 and Over
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14% are Age 65 and Over
6% are Age 75 and Over

Age Distribution‐All Americans ‐ 2016
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13 Households with Children  Age 0‐17 at Home
(Jewish Households)
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40%
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20%
19%

16%
12%

10%
10%

9%

32%

Westport
St. Paul

Indianapolis
Portland (ME)

Atlanta
Boston
Bergen

Minneapolis
East Bay

Tidewater
Seattle

Baltimore
Howard County

Denver
Washington

Chicago
Hartford
Detroit

Pittsburgh
San Diego
Cincinnati
St. Louis

San Francisco
Jacksonville
Cleveland
Columbus

Rhode Island
San Antonio
New Haven

Lehigh Valley
Phoenix

New York
Omaha
Miami

Houston
Philadelphia

Broward
Middlesex

Tucson
Atlantic County

Las Vegas
Sarasota

St. Petersburg
West Palm Beach
South Palm Beach

ACS (US) 2015
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10%

9%
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South Palm Beach
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Sarasota
St. Petersburg

Middlesex
Atlantic County
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Broward

New Haven
Las Vegas
Houston
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San Antonio
Detroit

Lehigh Valley
Rhode Island
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Jacksonville
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Cleveland
Chicago

Minneapolis
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Bergen
Philadelphia

Columbus
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Tidewater
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Washington

Seattle
Indianapolis

ACS (US) 2015
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Age 65 and Over
(Persons in Jewish Households)
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Finding 4: Young Jews are getting married later and 
Indianapolis has a very high percentage of single, never 
married
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Currently Married, 1994‐2014, Miami 
(Adults in Jewish Households)

47%

74%

80%

32%

77%

74%

27%

83%

75%

Under 35

35‐49

50‐64

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

1994 2004 2014



16 Single, Never Married
(Adults in Jewish Households)
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Philadelphia
South Palm Beach
West Palm Beach
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ACS (US) 2015 (Age 15+)
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Finding 5: This is a well educated, highly employed, high 
income community 
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18 4‐Year College Degree or Higher
(Adults Age 25 and Over in Jewish Households)
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ACS (US) 2015

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%



19 Employed Full Time
(Adults in Jewish Households)
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20 Median Household Income
(Adjusted for inflation to 2016 dollars)

(Jewish Households)
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Finding 6: Intermarriage is high and synagogue membership 
is low. The community should increase efforts to involve 
intermarried couples in the community.
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22 Intermarriage
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23 Synagogue Membership
(Jewish Households)
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24 Synagogue Membership 
Intermarried Households
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Finding 7: Social Service Are Needed in Our Community
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26 Need for Social Services in the Past Year
(Jewish Households, except Job Counseling‐‐ Households Age 18‐64 and Special Needs‐‐Households with Children)

11.0%

5.0%

15.9%

3.8%

14.9%

11.1%

Coordinating Services for an
Elderly Person

Coordinating Services for a

Marital, Family, or
Personal Counseling

Financial Assistance

Job Counseling

Special Needs

0.0% 5.0% 10.0% 15.0% 20.0% 25.0% 30.0%

 Received
Jewish
Help

 Received
Other
Help

 No
Help
Receiveda Non‐Elderly Disabled Person

Compared to Other Communities
Elderly Coordination: Average 
Non‐Elderly Coordination: Average 
Counseling: Fourth Highest
Financial Assistance: Average
Job Counseling: Above Average
Special Needs: Average
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Finding 8: While Experience with Anti‐Semitism is low 
among adults, it is high among children
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28 Households in Which a Jewish Child Age 6‐17 Experienced Anti‐Semitism
in the Local Community in the Past Year

(Households with Jewish Children Age 6‐17)

34%
30%
29%
29%
28%
28%

23%
20%
20%

18%
18%
18%
18%
17%

15%
13%
13%
13%
13%
12%
11%
10%
9%
9%
8%

6%
3%
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Sarasota
Houston

West Palm Beach
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Las Vegas

Jacksonville
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Detroit
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New Haven

Atlantic County
Broward

Middlesex
Portland (ME)

Hartford
Westport
Bergen
St. Paul

South Palm Beach
Tucson

Washington
Miami

St. Petersburg

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
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Finding 9: Levels of philanthropic donations are average to 
below average

)
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30 Summary of Donations
(Jewish Households)

31%

45%

54%

82%

89%

Jewish Federation of
Greater Indianapolis

Other Jewish Charities
(excluding Federations)

Any Jewish Charity
(including Federations)

Non‐Jewish Charities

Any Charity

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Compared to about 40 other Jewish communities:
Federation: Below Average
Other Jewish Charities: 7th lowest
Any Jewish Charity: Well Below Average
Non‐Jewish Charities: Average
Any Charities: Average
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Finding 10: Jewish education as a child, Jewish Overnight 
Camp as a Child, Teenage Youth Group, Hillel/Chabad in 
College, and Israel Trips Correlate with Jewish behaviors as 
adults
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32 Households in Which The Respondent Received 
Some Formal Jewish Education as a Child 

67%

72%

82%

18%

59%

4%

21%

48%

37%

29%

17%

74%

78%

82%

16%

74%

9%

18%

58%

35%

28%

28%

51%

64%

65%

22%

68%

19%

18%

59%

19%

20%

13%

Mezuzah on Front Door

Passover Seder

Chanukah Candles

Sabbath Candles

Observe Sabbath

Kosher Home

Attend Services 1X/Month+

In‐married

Synagogue Member

Took Adult Jewish Education

Donated $100+ to Federation

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

To Jewish Day School

To Supplemental School

No Jewish Education

Correlation with Adult Jewish Behaviors
(Households with Born or Raised Jewish Respondents)

Seder, Chanukah, and Sabbath Candles:
   Always/Usually
Observe Sabbath:
    Always/Usually/Sometimes



33 Households in Which The Respondent Attended or Worked at a 
Jewish Overnight Camp as a Child

76%

78%

81%

17%

71%

13%

22%

50%

40%

33%

28%

59%

70%

75%

19%

68%

11%

16%

59%

26%

22%

18%

Mezuzah on Front Door

Passover Seder

Chanukah Candles

Sabbath Candles

Observe Sabbath

Kosher Home

Attend Services 1X/Month+

In‐married

Synagogue Member

Took Adult Jewish Education

Donated $100+ to Federation

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

To Camp

Not to Camp

Correlation with Adult Jewish Behaviors
(Households with Born or Raised Jewish Respondents)

Seder, Chanukah, and Sabbath Candles:
     Always/Usually
Observe Sabbath:
     Always/Usually/Sometimes



34 Households in Which The Respondent Participated in a
Jewish Youth Group as a Teenager
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15%

Mezuzah on Front Door

Passover Seder

Chanukah Candles

Sabbath Candles

Observe Sabbath

Kosher Home

Attend Services 1X/Month+

In‐married

Synagogue Member

Took Adult Jewish Education

Donated $100+ to Federation

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Youth Group Participant

Not Youth Group Participant

Correlation with Adult Jewish Behaviors
(Households with Born or Raised Jewish Respondents)

Seder, Chanukah, and Sabbath Candles:
     Always/Usually
Observe Sabbath:
     Always/Usually/Sometimes



35 Households in Which the Respondent Participated
in Hillel/Chabad While in College 

(Excluding High Holidays) 
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Mezuzah on Front Door

Passover Seder

Chanukah Candles

Sabbath Candles

Observe Sabbath

Kosher Home

Attend Services 1X/Month+

In‐married

Synagogue Member

Took Adult Jewish Education

Donated $100+ to Federation

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Hillel/Chabad Participant

Not Hillel/Chabad Participant

Correlation with Adult Jewish Behaviors
(Households with Born or Raised Jewish Respondents Who Attended College)

Seder, Chanukah, and Sabbath Candles:
     Always/Usually
Observe Sabbath:
     Always/Usually/Sometimes
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22%

69%

38%
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20%

43%

74%

27%

66%

22%

61%

37%
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Attended Chabad

JCC Member
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Jewish Organization Member
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An Adult Visited Israel on a:
Jewish Trip

General Trip

No Adult to Israel

Correlation with Trips to Israel 
(Jewish Households)
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Finding + 1: Jews in Indianapolis remain overwhelming 
Democrats. They register and they vote.

37
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Political Party

Republican
16%Democrat

55%

Independent
29%

(Jewish Respondents)

95% are registered to vote and 94% voted in the 2016 presidential election


