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A Classification of Community Service Needs 
11 10 Jewish Federalion seeks to mobilize and integrate human, finan­

clnl, {md organizational resources within the greater Los Angeles Jewish 
(Qlllmunily 10 meet critical local needs in a Jewish context. To foster this 
imper lanl mission, The Federation commissioned a population study to 
provide needed analytical input. 

lilo results of this population study, The Los Angeles Jewish Population 
$Ulvey '97 (LAJPS), published in 1998. provided a demographic overview 
01 tile Jewish population in the greater Los Angeles area. This report, the 
sncend in a series of three, extends the previous analysis to capture the 
cl)anging needs of the L.A. Jewish community, covering Ihe utilization of 
mrvices from birth to bereavement. The third report will focus on Jewish 
pl1ilanlhropy. 

The results of 0 study such os this one can be used in many different 
ways: as input to communal deliberations; as the basis for debating Ihe 
merits of competing proposals; as a validation of communal needs; and 
as a justification for allocation decisions. 

Many readers may find their favored assumptions about our communi­
ty confirmed, others may find their assumptions challenged. Here ore 
mveral key assumptions that are explored in the following pages: 

• There are few, or virtually no Jewish poor. See PAGE 4. 
• Los Angeles Jews experience little or no anti-Semitism. 

SEE PAGES 22 & 2 7 . 

• The majority of Holocaust survivors are well o ff and thriving. 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

SEE PAGE 22. 

Jewish Los Angelenos will only join synagogues which are 
near thel! homes. SEE PAGE 24. 
llle current generation of youlh is receiving less formal Jewish 
pciucolion than earlier generations. SEE PAGE 19. 
Most Jews have no or little contact with the organized Jewish 
r ommunity. SEE PAGE 4. 
Purticipolion in Jewish college activities by Jewish college 
~llJd( !nls Ilos declined. SEE PAGE 18. 
YOIJI1\1(l! Jewish adults are less likely to belong to Jewish 
1UOlJlllltitiOns Ihan more established adults. SEE PAGE 29. 

I'lll Wlll'III"1 11'.~umplions are confirmed-supporting a ratianale for 
" !Vlll\ I 1111 f olllrnunol c.ourse, or challenged-supporting an argu­

II II J II IHI n h lvlllil !n now directions, we offer this report in the spirit 

of provoking hard thinking about the challenges ahead. We hope 
that planners and philanthropists, service-providers and scholars, 
loy leaders and volunteers will find the data presented in this 
report illuminating and useful. 

This report will examine a wide range of service needs and inter­
ests by looking at members of the Jewish community along basic 
demographic parameters including economic well-being, which is 
roughly defined here as being at, or above the median income for 
the specific type of Jewish household (SEE TABLE 1 A). 

This document organizes the relevant findings of the LAJPS '97 in 
the schema that was developed by the Los Angeles Jewish 
Community Asset Survey Committee, chaired by Dr. Beryl GebeL in 
the Fall of 1995. Their work is based on the earlier work of the 1983 
Community Priori lies Committee which utilized the UWASIS II (United 
Way of America Service Idenlificalion System: A Taxonomy of Socia l 
Gaols & Human Service Programs, 1976) as a guiding document. The 
logic of this approach is that often multiple agencies and bodies 
deliver iden tical or similar services. For p lanning purposes, this 
approach focuses on services and participants in those services 
rather than the agencies or organizations which deliver them. 

The UWASIS II classification sys tem organizes human endeavors as 
human service programs with one ultimate purpose or goal overrid­
ing all o thers-to enable individuals to live a well-adjusted and satisfy­
ing existence and to enable them to realize their full potential. 

Jewish communal concerns odd 10 general human service needs 
the needs for Jewish continui ty and identity. In order fa achieve the 
ideal, Jewish individuals living in a modern industrial society must; 

• have adequate money income 
• enjoy good health 
• have their basic material needs met 
• be able to obtain secular and Jewish education both formal and 

non-formal 
• be able to maintain a connection to Israel 
• be able to live in a healthy and pleasing natural environment 
• be safe and secure in person and property 
• be able to obtain religious/spiritual fulfillment 
• be able to contribute time and money to the betterment of the 

Jewish and general community 
• have access to Jewish. and secular institutions, systems and com­

munity to assure that the above mentioned services are provided 
and needs are met 

To capture these categories. the report is organized into eight sec­
tions (SEE INSIDE BACK COVER ). Each covers an area of demonstrated 
need within the Los Angeles Jewish community . 



IS THERE A JEWISH COMMUNAL NEED? 
The Jewish community exists wi thin the context of a larger civic 

community. The assumption is that not a ll the needs of the Jewish 
community will be met within the context o f the larger community 
and/or that Jews prefer or need to receive certain services in a 
Jewish environment. To create communities which can logistically 
support such a pattern of needed services has been the historic pat­
lern of Jewish communal life. The shiell in the countryside, and the 
ghetto in urban areas which were both governed under a Kehilla or 
organization, were models of this pattern of Jewish communal activi­
ty. Even after the Enlightenment. when Jews were not forced to live 
within their own communities, Jews did not abandon the supportive 
Jewish community struc ture. 

In order to maintain the communal structure, there is a need for 
Jewish social, as well as religious services to form the infrastructure of 
a vital Jewish community. The Jewish presumption is that Jewish com­
munities are responsible for the provision of these services to its mem­
bers. This principle was first rein forced in the New World colony of 
New Amsterdam in 1654. The Dutch West India Company over the 
protests of Governor Peter Stuyvesant directed him to allow Jews to 
settle provided they took core of their own. Stuyvesant fumed 
but was powerless because no Jew became a burden on 
the general community. 

Hislorically, Jews have taken core o f their own through the cre­
ation of a livable environment supported by communal and self-help 
service organizations. As an organizing pattern, the Talmud 
(Sanhedrin 17b) specifies: 

A scholar should not reside in a c ity where [any] of the following 
ten things are missing: (1 J A court o f justice that can impose flagella­
tion and monetary penalties; (2] a charity fund collected by two 
people and distributed by three [to ensure honest and wise policies 
of distribution]; (3) a synagogue; (4) pub lic ba ths; (5) toilet facilit ies; 
(6) a circumciser (mohel); (7) a surgeon [or physician]; (8) 0 notary 
[for writing officia l documents] ; (9) a slaughterer (shohe!) ; (10) a 
sc hoolmaster. I 

The Jewish community in the greater Los Angeles area can cur­
ren tly boast all o f the above amenities (apart from a court that 
metes out flagellation). In pre-Emancipation times the only way of 
receiving and giving Tzedakah (justly made contributions and dis­
bursements) was within the framework of the Jewish community. In 
today's world, Jews in need and Jews who give are faced with 
choices: They can look to the Jewish community for help and for an 
outlet for Tzedakah, or communal action, or turn to the general com­
munity, or use both. 

THE CASE FOR PROVIDING AND ACCePIiN \I "VII t 
If the creation and maintenanco 01 Juwl\h '.Ot h 1111111 I (Ithl I 

vices is. indeed, the historic heart o f 1110 Jowl\ll ( OIlHrHJt1it'l 1111'1 

there is a social contract between those WIIO pm"ldl1 III , ,f I I. 
and those who make use of them. Eacll 'IOCII Jnwl~ll 11111111111. I 
develop a 'case for giving' to demonstrate 10 1110 Jt,wl\111 fJIII!!lIIlIII; 
the importance o f Tzedakah. Implicit in Ihe social conllw I wi lit 11 I 
the Tzedakah relationship, is that there must not only flO JIIW\ wllo 
are givers, but also Jews who are acceptors. 

The case for the acceptance of Jewish social services by 11111 
Jews of Los Angeles is strong. LAJPS respondents were asked wllOtlHtI 
anyone in their households needed one of the following nine arm.l!. o r 
service: marital, family or individual counseling: help in find ing a job 
or choosing an occupation; assistance with alcohol or drug abuse; 
emergency financial assistance; transportation of the elderly: home 
delivered meals or meal sites for seniors; senior residential housing. 
residential care or skilled nursing facili ty; burial or mortuary services; 
assistance for children with problems. If the answer was "yes," then 
the respondents were asked if the service had been obtained and if 
obtained, was the service provided by a Jewish agency. If the ser­
vice was provided by a non-Jewish agency, the respondent was 
asked that if cost and quality were equal, wou ld they have preferred 

,. 
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JO'% IMme,,,,,! 
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to receive the service from a Jewish agency. The results demonstrate 
that a clear majority of Jewish households prefer receiving social ser­
vices from Jewish agencies when they are in need (m MAP I-I). Of all 
Jewish respondents, representing 247,668 households, 56 percent 
answered that they preferred or used Jewish social services. One-in­
sixteen Jewish households, 6 percent, actually made use of at least 
one social service provided by a Jewish agency in the prior year, and 
7 percent of Jewish households would have welcomed the opportu­
nity. but had to go fo a non-Jewish agency. This latter group is geo­
graphically diverse, and is characterized primarily by residence in 
areas distant from areas of high Jewish density where many of the 
Jewish services are located. 

One-in-seven Jewish household respondents rejected Jewish 
social services or the ideo of using them. It is interesting that in the 
Fairfax sub-area there is both a great number of Jewish wei fore ser­
vices and the greatest number of Jewish respondents who ore unwill­
ing to use them. Conversely, in the areas where the services a(e least 
available, they ore the most in demand. 

CONNECTION TO THE ORGANIZED JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Apart from willingness to accept wel fare services under 

Jewish auspices, do Jews actually interact with the segments of 
the organized Jewish community through participation in and 
support of the services? When households are examined with 
regard to use of Jewish services such os social. welfare, educa­
tional, and religious, or by contributing financially to Jewish caus­
es, 80 percent of households hod at leost one connection to the 
organized Jewish community in the prior year (SEE MA P 1-2 ) . 

Almost one quarter of Jewish households (23 percent) hod 
one contact with the organized Jewish community, and well over 
half of Jewish households (57 percent) had two or more contacts 
in the prior year. 

The lowest level of contact with the organized Jewish community. 
45 percent of households, was found in the Eastern Belt of the South 
Bay Council area. The San Pedro sub-area had well over one third 
(39 percent)and the Central sub-area hod over one quarter (29 per­
c ent) of households Jewishly unconnected in the prior year. In the 
VCllley Alliance. the High Desert and Yalley Village/Glendale/Burbank 
.. ub orcas hod almost one third of Jewish households (37 percent and 
m pOlc ent respectively) not having organized Jewish connections. In 
IIlIl WmlOln Region's Airport-Marino sub-area. over one quarter (27 
11!>ll onl) of households did not have formal Jewish ties. In the Metro 
I~I "'0(1' \ ClJlv(lt City sub·meo almost one quarter (23 percent) of the 
111 HI (til! lh t\ Wflf( witlloul ol'{Jonized Jewish contacts. 

.. 
Jewish Contact Levels 

in Prior Year 

.. 
., 

Overall, as noted earlier. 57 percent of Jewish households hod 
two or more contacts with the organized Jewish community. The 
areas where households have the greatest number of organized 
Jewish contacts tend to be characterized by having affluent, older 
and more established households. Over four-fifths (82 percent) of 
Beverly Hills sub-area Jewish households hod two or more organized 
Jewish contacts in the preceding year. Three-quarters of the house­
holds in the Encino/Tarzana and Palos Verdes Peninsula sub-areas 
and two-thirds of Jewish households in the Malibu/Palisades and 
Cheviot/Beverlywood sub-areas hod multiple contacts with aspects 
of the organized Jewish community in the lost year. 

ARE THERE JEWISH POOR? 
As shown earlier. although all socio-economic segments of Ihe 

Jewish community benefit from the variety of social and life-cycle 
related services; of specific concern are Jewish poor. Contrary to the 
stereotype the surrounding community and sometimes even Jews 
themselves hold about the wealth of the Jewish community, there 
are Jewish poor. This survey identified 31,300 Jewish households. (13 
percent of total Jewish households) totaling 49,800 Jews. as living in 
poverty (under 18 years - 8 percent. 18 to 29 years - 13 percent. 30 
to 64 years - 47 percent, 65 years old and over - 32 percent) 
(SEE MAP 1-3). Of these, olmost a third, 11,000, are households with a dis­
abled member. 

Poverty. as defined by the federal government in 1997, was an 



income of $7,890 for a one person household per year and $2.720 for 
each additional person in the household. The national poverty thresh­
old for urban areas, where the costs of living are higher. is 150 per­
cent of the federal poverty level, or around $12,000. The survey did 
not capture exact income amounts from respondents, so those 
Jewish households reporting earnings under $10,000 as well as selecl­
ed households in the next higher income category with poverty indi­
cators were deemed to be in poverty. 

The geographic distribution of Jewish households in poverty shows 
that almost a third of all Jewish households in poverty (9,520 house­
holds) ore located in the Fairfax sub-area. The second highest num­
ber, 2,450 impoverished Jewish households, are located in the Valley 
Village/Burbank/Glendale sub-area. constituting one fifth of the 
Jewish households there. There are relatively isolated Jewish house­
holds in areas of low Jewish density such as the Central City sub-area 
where almost half (48 percent) of the 3,050 Jewish households are liv­
ing in poverty. 

• 
Jewish H ouseholds 

in Poverty 

About one quarter of Jewish households in poverty (26 percent or 
8.100 households) reported needing at least one social service in the 
prior year and not receiving it. A larger number of Jewish households 
not in poverty, 20,500, also reported not receiving needed social ser­
vices in the prior year. While greater in number. proportionately this 
group was only 9 percent of Jewish households not in poverty. The 
unmet need for social services among the impoverished Jewish 
households is. not surprisingly, greater than for the other households. 

A greater percentage of Jewish households in poverty (7 pcrcolll) 
report not obtaining two or more needed social services in the pro 
ceding year than those households not in poverty (1 percent). 

Some of the same households who did without a needed servico 
in the preceding year may also have received other needed socia l 
services, as some needs are met and others unmet. 

Jewish social services ore being utilized proportionately more by 
Jewish households in poverty than those Jewish households financially 
better off. Jewish households in poverty were three times as likely to 
report receiving services from a Jewish agency than Jewish house­
holds not in poverty, 15 percent versus 5 percent respectively. 

When Jewish services are not obtained, and households obtain 
social services from a non-Jewish agency, many households continue 
to express a preference for Jewish social services. Jewish households 
in poverty who did receive non-Jewish social services expressed in a 
greater proportion (13 percent) that they wanted Jewish services 
than better off Jewish households who also utilized non-Jewish social 
services (7 percent) . 

• • • 
Jewish Federation past Presidents Irwin Field and Herbert Gelfand, 

Chairmon of the Board Lionel Bell, and Executive Vice President John 
Fishel, had the initial vision and marshaled the support for this study. 
The Jewish Federation of Greater los Angeles. the Jewish Community 
Foundation, the Max Factor Family Foundation, Ruth Ziegler, and Mt. 
Sinai Memorial Parks and Mortuary provided the financial resources. 
The chairs of the Planning and Allocations Committee, Beryl Geber 
and Ron leibow. created and supported a Research Subcommittee 
which oversaw the study's work. The Research Subcommittee mem­
bers, led initially by Brian Mittman and then by Marcia Vol pert. with 
members Adrianne Bank, Yoav Ben-Horin. Eli Boyer, Gerald Bubis, 
Sunny Caine, Neil Cohen, Eve Fielder, Arlene Fink, larry Harris, Miriam 
Prum Hess, Helen Katz, Carol Koransky. Fred Massarik, and Bruce 
PhiUips gave many hours of their time and expertise. Volunteer 
research assistance was given by Robert Friedman in coding and 
classification and by Elliot Semmelman who undertook, with the assis­
tance of Jewish Family Service of los Angeles, a preliminary survey of 
institutionalized Jewish elderly who did not have telephones. Editorial 
comments were received from Bruce Phillips, Carol Koransky, Miriam 
Prum Hess, Edmon Rodman, and lois Weinsaft . Secretarial assistance 
was provided by Emunah O'Donovan. Amy Stark and Maris 
Sidenstecker. with administrative assistance from Susan Kortick. 

Thanks also to Sarah Sela-Herman for her invaluable support. We 
remember the passing of Perla Sela whose photo with her daughter 
appears on the front cover (top left) . May her memory be a blessing. 
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FINANCIAL SELF-EVALUATION & OCCUPATIONAL CHAR­
ACTERISTICS Respondents were asked 10 rank how well off 
they were financially-6 percent responded "to a great 
extent. " 18 percent "to a significant extent," 41 percent 
"to some extent," 20 percent "to a minimal extent," and 
15 percent "not at all financially well-off." 

Of all types of households, (SEE TABLE 1 A) those reporting 
the highest levels of "least well off financially" were "All 
Relatives" (Other than parents and children) at 46 percent, 
and "Single Parent with Grown Children" at 39 percent, 
Those reporting the highest levels of financial well-being 
were "Married Couples with Children" at 24 percent. (and 
interestingly, "All Relatives" at 12 percent). 

Vocational and Employment Services 

HIGH NUMBERS OF SELF-EMPLOYED Over one third (37 
percent) of working Jews are sell-employed as compared 
to 8 percent for the general U.S. and Los Angeles work 
force . The majority of Jewish workers (59 percent) work for 
someone else. and 4 percent work for family businesses. A 
clear majority of Los Angeles Jews (79 percent) are 
employed in private business, 13 percent by government. 
and 8 percent by nan-profit organizations. 

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE HALF THAT OF GENERAL POPULA­
TION At the time of the survey, 3.4 percent of the Jewish 
community was unemployed as compared to 6.3 percent 
of the general population. In the Central Volley sub-area. 
one in five individuals reported themselves as unem­
ployed. and one in eight individuals in the labor force was 
looking for work. Of these unemployed individuals, 96 per­
cent were living in below median income households. In 
the adjacent Valley Village/ Burbank/Glendale sub-area, 
all of the unemployed were members of households earn­
ing below the median income, The next largest group of 

unemployed in the Valley was in the Encino/Tarzana 
sub-area. although most were members of householcl' 
earning above the median income (SEE TA BLE 1 B AND MA~ 
, C). 

The Fairfax and Hollywood sub-areas together con 
tributed another fifth of the unemployed. However. in 
the Hollywood sub-area, there were notable numbers of 
unemployed members of households above the medi ­
an income. In the Central City sub-area. which has a 
relatively sparse Jewish presence, one quarter of the 
Jewish labor force was unemployed at the time of the 
survey. 

MANY NEED HELP IN FINDING A JOB OR CHOOSING 
AN OCCUPATION Of Ihe households in the survey, 
30,295 (12.2 percent). report thai someone in the house­
hold needed help in finding a job or choosing on occu­
pation in the post year. Heavy demand for occupation­
al counseling was seen in the Fairfax and Valley 
Village/Glendale/Burbank subareas (SEE MAP 1 D). It is 
interesting to note that in above median-level income 
sub-areas with no or little unemployment. such as 
Simi/Conejo, household members still reported needing 
help in finding a job or choosing an occupation. The 

One Person Alone 
Single Parents, Grown Children 
All Non-Relatives 
Single Parents and Children under 18 
Living with Partner (Cohabiting couple) 
Married Couple with no Children 
Married Couple, Children under 18 & 0'"""1 
Married Couple with Children under 18 

Co,.pl. & Grown Children 

For the purpose of lI,is analysis, lIIediaIJ incollle by household 
type and llOusellOlds ill poverty will be used to look at needs mId 
IItiliznlioll of various types of services. In 7996, thc median 
incomc for all Jewish hO/lseholds in Los Angeles was $52,050. 



Central Valley sub-area has a relatively modest demand for help in 
job finding and occupational counseling compared to its relatively 
high rate of unemployment. 

Financial Assistance to Families and Individuals 

Approximately one in fi fty Jewish households (2 percent or 5,800 
Jewish households) receive means 
tested income support from federal 
and local governmental sources. 
The most common income support 
was SSI (Supplemental Security 
Income) received by almost three­
quarters (73 percent) of the 
income supported Jewish house­
holds. The remaining income sup­
ported Jewish households received 
AFDC (Aid to Families with 
Dependent Children) and GR 
(General Relief), 5 and 3 percent 
respectively . In the survey, 19 per­
cent of households did not know 
the source or refused to specify an 
income support program . Almost 
half, of income supported Jewish 
households (47 percent) are in 
the Fairfax sub-area with the rest 
spread ou t in mostly lower 
income areas among the 
Federa tion sub-areas. 

Em~rgency Financial 
AssIsTance 

Most households manage 
to live within their normal resources. 
It was reported that 12,900 house­
holds (5 percent) encountered a 
situation in which their members 
required emergency financial assistance in the prior year. Below 
median households reported needing emergency financial assis­
tance at a rate far greater than those at or above median income, 
one in ten versus one in one hundred (see MAP 1 E) . Over half (54 per­
cent) of the below median income households reported being able 
to obtain emergency financial assistance. For the members in 91 per-

• 
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cent of those households, the emergency assistance was obtained 
from a Jewish agency_ One quarter of households at or above the 
median income were successful in obtaining emergency financial 
assistance w ith only 6 percent receiving it from a Jewish agency . 

Most below median income Jewi sh seniors in Los Angeles (55 percent) own 
their own homes. However. in the Fairfax sub-area of Los Angeles, 75 percenl 
of lhe below median income seniors are renters. While reported income may 
be low for many seniors throughout the Federation area. there is a sizable 
number of seniors living at or below median income who can tap into the 
equity of home ownership. Yet, these below median income sen iors wou ld be 
most susceptible 10 the financial vulnerability caused by the maintenance 
requirements of home ownership. For all seniors I iving in rental housing, 
incre:lses in the cost of rent and living arc twin concerns which put most 
below median incomes seniors at the greil!est risk. 

FINANCIAL STATUS OF RETIRED INDIVIDUALS In the Fairfax sub­
area, as well as in others, there are large concentrations of retired 
individuals living in households below the median income level. Only 
a few sub-areas, such as Beverly Hills, Malibu/Palisades, Palos Verdes 
and the West Va lley, have a preponderance of retired individuals liv­
ing in households above the median income ( SEE MAP 1 F) . 

Notes on calculation of poverty status of households: 
In this report , households were allocated to whether their income was above or below 

the median income lor their type 01 household. When income was not reported lor the house· 
hold , whether it was below or above the median lor its household type was imputed by zip 
code geography and other economic indicators such as sell·ranking of financial well·being , 
The imputation was done for 22.7 percent of the households in lhe study. 

Households in poverty were not imputed, but were considered to be households in 
poverty it their median income was below SI0.000. or below $25,000 and respondents sel,· 
ranked themselves as "not at al l financially well off' or "to a minimal extent well off." The nun! 
ber 01 households in poverty was then adjusted lor income non· reporting with the assumptlun 
being that respondents 01 all incomes had the same likelihood of income non·reporting, 



How do we rote our own health? Most survey respon­
dents (86 percent) said that they were healthy as com­
pared to others their age. The Fairfax sub-area hod the 
largest number of respondents (8,500) who were self-rated 
as unhealthy, more than double the number of self-rated 
unhealthy respondents in the next highest response sub­
area, Encino/Tarzana. Both of these subareas are charac­
terized by having large numbers of elderly (SEE MAP 2A) . 

Health Treatment, Maintenance 
and Education Services 

MEDICALLY NEEDY Anyone individual may have multi­
ple health needs which have gone unmet. A medically 
needy household is one which reported at least one 
health need unfulfilled in the preceding year. The lAJPS 
found that 40,300 (16 percent) of all Jewish households 
were medically needy. The largest number was in the 
Fairfax sub-area with 9.300 (32 percent) of the total med­
ically needy. 

While almost all medically needy households received 
some needed medical care and surgery in the prior year, 
in these households because of cost, there was a large 
accrual of delayed medical care. lack of medications, 
eye care and needed dental services ( SEE MAP 2B). 

GOING WITHOUT AND DELAYED CARE Of all house­
holds, 9.000 (3.6 percent) reported that in the prior year 
there was an individual who needed medical care or 
surgery but did not receive it. More than twice that num­
ber of Jewish households (24.100) reported that they 
delayed medical care because of cost. Additionally, 
16.800 Jewish households reported needing medicines 
and eye glosses, but doing wilhoul in the preceding year. 
The number of Jewish households reporting needing den· 
Inl CCIIO. but ~olng wi thout, was 21.300, 

Doctor visits on a regular basis are expec ted for the 
purpose of health maintenance . The absence of visits for 
three months is on accepted indicator of medical need 
developed by the Notional Center for Health Statistics. The 
Fairfax sub-area has on unusually high proportion of indi­
viduals who had not visited a doctor in the prior three 
months. This finding reinforces the impression tho t the 
Fairfax sub-area is a medically needy area (SEE MAP 2C). 

The next largest concen tration of medicaUy needy 
Jewish households was in the Volley Vi)!age/Burbank/ 
Glendale sub-area with 5,300 households. This sub-area 
had the largest number of Jewish households (1 ,800) who 
needed medical core or surgery in the preceding year 
but could not obtain it. 

USUAL PLACE OF MEDICAL CARE The survey showed 
thot 76 percent of respondents have a usual health 
provider. Only one in ten changed their provider in the 
post year. Only 25 percent of those who changed did so 
because they were dissatisfied with their former health 
provider or liked their new one beller. Others switched 
because of changes in heallh slatus, residence, job, and 
inslJrance coverage. 

DISABLED HOUSEHOLDS Respondents were asked, 
"Does anyone in your household have any kind of physi­
cal, mental, or other health condition which has lasted for 
six months or more which would limil or prevent employ-
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men!, educational opportunities, or daily activities?" Using this defini­
tion, an estimated 40,800 Jewish households (16 percent) reported 
having at least one disabled member. 

Over one fifth (23 percent) of the tolal households with disabled 
individuals ore in the Fairfax sub-area. Half of the households of the 
much smaller Central City sub-area hove disabled individuals. One 
third of the households in the Central Volley, Fairfax and Central 
South Boy sub-areas a lso hove disabled individuals. Disabled individ­
uals ore found in one in four older adult Jewish households. In the rel­
atively small number of households with All Rela ted Individuals, dis­
abled individuals are found in 38 percen t. In younger households 
with children. disabled are found in one in ten . 

MANY DISABLED ARE IN BELOW MEDIAN INCOME HOUSEHOlDS 
Three-quarters of the households with disabled individuals. who often 
require personal assistance, have below median incomes (SEE MAP 20). 
Almost half of households with disabled individuals (44 percent) 
require supervision or assistance on a daily basis for the disabled indi­
viduals. The required services for most households with disabled indi­
vidua ls are provided through government funding. Disabled assis­
tance services in the home are primarily financed by SSI Disability 
and MediCal (44 percent) followed by Medicare (20 percenl). One 
fifth of households pay for assistance through savings. Less than one 
tenth of households (8 percent) obtain services for daily assistance to 
the disabled through help from family or friends, or individual or 
group medical coverage. 

HOSPITALIZATION IN PAST YEAR Almost one in five households 
reported that someone hod been hospitalized in the preceding 
year. Nine out of ten households reported that the last hospi tal­
ization was because of physica l heal th or medical reasons and 
the remainder reported the reason was because of on emotional 
or psychiatric issue . 

Out-Patient Psychiatric Care or Counseling 

MARITAL, FAMILY, OR INDIVIDUAL COUNSELING The need for mar 
ito I, family or individual counseling by a household member in the 
prior year was indicated by 16 percent of households. The preva­
lence for needing marital, family or individual counseling was not 
affected by the median income of the household. Additionally. 
income was not a factor in obtaining counseling (SEE MAP 2E). 

Geographically, the unmet need for marital, family or individunl 
counseling was prominent in the eastern port of the Volley Allioncp 
in sub-areas such as Valley Village/Burbank/Glendale. 



NEED REPORTED FOR ALCOHOL OR DRUG ABUSE ASSISTANCE Over 
6,000 Jewish households (2.5 percent) reported having at least one 
member who needed assistance with alcohol or drug abuse in the 
prior year. One quarter of the households needing assistance with 
alcohol or drug abuse did not obtain it. There were no significant dif­
ferences in needing alcohol and drug abuse assistance between 
households below or above the median income. However, of the 
households which did not obtoin needed olcohol and drug abuse 
assistance, 92 percent of households had incomes below the medi­
an. Some sub-areas stood out as places where alcohol and drug 
abuse assistance although needed, was not received. In the 
Cheviot/Beverlywood sub-area, 77 percent of households (on esti­
mated 400 households) needing alcohol and drug abuse assistance 
did not receive it ( SEE MAP 2F). In the Valley Village/Burbank/Glendale 
and North Valley sub-areas, a majority of those who needed assis­
tance for alcohol and drug abuse did not receive it. Almost all of 
these households needing and not receiving alcohol and drug abuse 
assistance had household incomes below the median. 
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Housing Services 

HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS The majority of Jewish 
households (61 percent) live in single family detached 
houses. 36 percenllive in apartment style buildings. 2 per­
cent in institutional settings, and the remaining 1 percent 
in mobile homes or trailers . The vast majority of single fami­
ly dwellings (88 percent) are occupant owned. Most of 
those, living in apartments (70 percent) are renters and 30 
percent are owners of their buildings. Dwelling ownership is 
spread across the income spectrum with 60 percent of 
homeowners having household incomes at or above the 
median, and 40 percent haying incomes below. 

MEDIAN 
HOUSEHOLO INCOME TYPE OF HOUSING 

BELOW 27% _ SINGLE FAMilY DETACHED 

AT OR ABove 35% _ SINGLE FAMILV DETACHED 

BELOW 21 0,. _ MULTI-UNIT BUILDING 
AT OA ABOVE 17% _ MULTI-UNIT BUILDING 

Housing Type 
by Median Income'" 

" I1 U' P tlHI'~ nOI Inclu d t' in s titutional 
~ ll l1 l!1~" " 1 n",hlll' hl11urs 

• 

• • • • 
• • 

7% _ NEEOEO 

9:J% _ NOT NEEDED 

Households Needing 
Senior Housing 

• • 

The Fairfax sub-area is characterized by having a large 
number of apartment and detached house dwellers who 
have below median household incomes. (At 35%, Fairfax 
also has the lowest Jewish home ownership rate.) The 
Simi/Conejo, Central Valley, North Volley, and Volley 
Village/Burbank/Glendale sub-areas all hove significant 
numbers of below median income detached house 
dwellers (SEE MAP 3A). These below median income house­
holders are often either younger. having newly formed 
households, or elderly. Bo th young and old may have sig­
nificant housing maintenance and upkeep challenges, 
and might be considered to be especially vulnerable to 
potential disaster si tuations. 

JEWtSH HOME OWNERSHIP In Los Angeles, 65 percent 
of Jewish households reported owning their own homes. 
Of all U.S. Jewish communities which have done their own 
population studies. the Los Angeles rate is the lowest by 3 
percent. The 1990 National J,ewish Population Survey 
found 68 percent of all Jewish households own their own 
home. In Los Angeles. the home ownership rate in the 
general community is 48 percent. for lower than the entirf 
U.S. rate of 66 percent. 1 

I. United Stotes Census, 1990. 



El 
Sub-area 

Ii 

in Residential Care 

In 1997, the estimated median value of Jewish single family homes 
was $301,000 as compared to $193,000 for all of Los Angeles. In 1998, 
the value of the median home in the areas where over half of Jewish 
households are found increased 11 percent to $333,000, as compared 
to the 9 percent increase to $211,000 in median house value for the 
greater Los Angeles area. l 

SENIOR RESIDENTIAL HOUSING SERVICES Jewish households with 
individuals aged 65 and over constitute almost one third of the total 
number of households. Of the households with elderly, 7.4 percent. or 
about 5,800 households, report having a member in need of senior 
residential housing, residential care or a skilled nursing facility. Over 
three-quarters of the households having seniors needing senior resi­
dential services have incomes below the median. The largest concen­
tration of households with seniors in need of senior residential services 
is in the Fairfax sub-area. with one in five senior households in need 
(SEE MAP 38 AND TA8l E 3C). None of these households reported owning 
their own homes. 

1. Data Source: Acxion/Dotoquick. 1998 Med'on Home Volues. 
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HOME DELIVERED MEALS OR MEAL SITES FOR SENIORS This survey 
found tha i 2 percent of households with seniors age 65 and over, or 
1.800 households, representing approximately 2.800 individuals. 
reported to be in need of home delivered meals or meal sites for 
seniors. Of this group, 83 percent received meals, and 40 percent of 
those meals were delivered by a Jewish agency. The need for nutri­
tion services for other age groups was not measured in this survey. 

Transportation of the Elderly 

In households with individuals age 65 and over, 12 percent 
reported tile need for transporta tion. Of the estimated 9,000 house­
holds. over one fifth of the households with elderly (22 percent) 
reported that they could not obtain the needed transportation ser­
vices. The sub-areas with the greatest numbers of seniors needing, 
but not receiving transportation services. were Simi/Conejo, Fairfax, 
Encino/Tarzana. and Southeast Valley (SEE MAP 3D). 
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Traditionally in the Jewish i Jews are 
required to appoint for themselves a teacher. For the pur­
poses of this analysis, no hard and fast definition of what is 
considered Jewish education, or who is a teacher were 
used . Jewish education can range from something as for­
mal as a fully-accredited Bureau of Jewish Education day 
school, to home-based day care with Jewish content. The 
LAJPS '97 definition of Jewish education was set by the 
responses of interviewees to questions which used the 
terms, "Jewish day school," or "formal Jewish education," 
and how what respondents self defined Jewish education. 
Since the study was conducted during the summer, results 
may reflect a number of students who were graduating, 
enrolled for the Fall, or 5 year olds in nursery school. 

MAJORITY RECEIVE FORMAL JEWISH EDUCATI ON Over 
half (51 percent) of school age children ages 5 through 17 
a re currently receiving some type of formal Jewish educa­
tion. It is likely that responses included participa tion in non­
classroom Jewish educational settings. Of this group, 21 
percent attend Jewish day school, while 30 percent are 
receiving t:l supplementary Jewish education. An addition­
al 24 percent had received formal Jewish education in the 
past. However, one quarter of Jewish children in l os 
Angeles hove never received formal Jewish education (SEE 

MAP 4A & TABU 4B). 
There are 73,650 school age children, aged 5 through 

17 in Jewish households in the Federation area. Almost fwo­
thirds (64 percent) reported attending public schools, one 
fifth (21 percent) attend Jewish day schools, and 15 per­
cent of Jewish children attend non-Jewish private schools 
(see MAP 4C). 

Apart from children currently enrolled in Jewish day 
schools, three-quarters (76 percent) of children in Jewish 
households were reported to have been enrolled in for­
mal Jewish education at some point in time. Almost 70 

are i 
pating in formal Jewsish education . This high level of par­
ticipation in Jewish educational settings declines among 
Jewish children as they grow older and eventually plum­
mets by age 14 during the post Bar/Bot Mitzvah period 
( SEE CHART 4D). 

While some of the younger children may return to for­
mal Jewish education before age 18, the median age of 
last enrollment in formal Jewish education remains at 12 
years of age. The modal age of last enrollment, or the 
largest age group of last enrollment in formal Jewish edu­
cation is 13. 

JEWISH EDUCATION REMAINS STABLE Jewish day school 
education has remained surprisingly constant despite the 
number of generations in the U.S. (SEE CHART 4E). Children 
born abroad are somewhat less associated with Jewish 
day school education than their Jewish neighbors who 
have lived in the U.S. longer. A possible explanation is tha t 
these ore the children of less financially established immi­
grants. The next generation of American born children with 
immigrant parents utilize day school and supplementary 
Jewish school education substantially more. There is a bit of 
a drop in Jewish education utilization among third genera­
tion children, however, there is an rebound in the partici­
pation of fourth generation children. This rebound was also 
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noted by Phillips I in his study of intermarriage patterns. As might be 
expec ted. Orthodox children have the highest rate of Jewish educa­
tiona l utilization (m CHART 4F). 

Non-formal Jewish Education 

PRE-SCHOOL Among 27.300 Jewish children 5 years old or under, 
16,800 (62 percent) are enrolled in a pre-school or day care program 
(SEE C HART 4H) . Over half of these children (56 percent) are enrolled in 
pre-school or day care offered by Jewish groups. Of the 7,400 chil­
dren enrolled in non-Jewish daycare settings, 48 percent had consid­
ered Jewish day core settings but chose non-Jewish settings instead. 
For 4 percent of children in non-Jewish day care, the parents did not 
know of any Jewish day care settings. For 52 percent of ch ildren who 
are in non-Jewish day care or pre-school settings, a Jewish setting 
was not even considered. 

PRE·SCHOOl CHILDREN RECEIVE JEWISH EDUCATIONAL CONTENT 
Only one third, or 9,400 Jewish children age 5 and under receive 
some type of Jewish educational content. Among·2 and 3 year olds. 
nearly half of Jewish child ren are in Jewish settings for a significant 
port of their day. 

Of the remaining third of children age 5 and under, who are not 
in day care, 77 percent are cared for by their parents at home. The 
caregiver is usually the child's mother (70 percent). Only occasionally 
Is 11 the father (6 percent), and only rarely the grandparents (1 per­
coni) . The remaining 2,400 (23 percent) of the youngest children are 
In the cafe of nannies or maids during the day. Over half the children 
(!JI\ percent) not in child care outside the home are one year old or 
younger. By age three, four out of five Jewish children (88 percent) 
t lilt in doy care or pre-school. 

JEWISH AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM Nearly two-thirds, (63 percent) 
111 nil Jnwish children ages 6 through 12 are enrolled in some type of 
11 11 111 Khool program. Of the 19,100 Jewish after-school program por­
th Ip{/tl l ~, three-quarters (14,800) ore enrolled in some type of after-
• 11nol proUrorn which is provided by Jewish groups. such os Jewish 

I 111\ " ,~, 5yncl ~Jogues and other Jewish institutions. 
J WI H CAMPS Almost three-quarters of Jewish children age 5 

tl l!IIl'UIl I / t1(.lVO Qone to summer camp. Of those 54,000 Jewish chil­
h r I I 'It ,..,It I\oJ \U I r1fl1or camp experience. 59 percent report tha t the 
f 11'11 f .... ,'! (JlUC 1""Ad by a Jewish organization. 

t OMMUNI YV BASeO eOUCATION Community based education is 
! ", f t, I ' ! II II \ ItHIl l!.1 JnwlSl1 oducotion. Sites include freestanding 

III I III !I III I lllril IHIfI o J jJwllclJlCU nolo, community centers. In Los 
, I I II I I II f ,11 \lIIH1!J',,,1l0,tI~ lopor tod that they c urrently were 
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1. Phil lips, Bruce A. 1997. "Re-examining Intermarriage: Trends, Texture & 
Strategies. " The Wilstein tnstitute & American Jewish Committee . 
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jewish Adults by Participation in jewish 
Youth Group as Teen and Current jewish 

Marriage Status by Sex 

90% 

50% 

40% 

0% 

members of a Jewish Center. However, Cent f mombofshlp self-identi­
fication can be problematic; respondents are olton not cognizant of 
the terms of membership. Also, there are other Inslililulions in Los 
Angeles, that although not affiliated with the Jewish Conters 
Association, refer to themselves as "Jewish Centers," Almost half of 
households not having center membership (48 pefcont) reported thai 
a member of the household attended a center pfogram in the post 
year. An estimated 133,000 households reported contact with a Jewish 
cenler. Of the 89 percent of households nol having center mem-

O berships, 51 percent reported their reason for not Joining was "no 
need for services offered." • JEWISH TEEN YOUTH GROUP PARTICIPATION This survey found 
that in Los Angeles Jewish teen youth group part icipa tion is asso- • cia ted wilh lower intermarriage rates for both Jewish male and 
female adults ( SEE CHART 4G). Two recent surveys 1 also found that • lower intermarriage and higt;ler Jewish communal participa tion 
are associated with secular or religious you th group experience. 

Women's participation in teen youth groups also showed a stronger 
relationship to decreased intermarriage than any other type of formal 

and non- formal Jewish educational experience. In controst. 11m 
decline in men's intermarriage rate showed an association WiUl ~ '11)101 
different types of formal and non-formal Jewish education. 

Informal Education Service for Self-instruction 

COMPUTER AND INTERNET USE HIGH IN JEWISH COMMUNITY The 
Jewish community has often been among the early adopters of tech· 
nologic al innovation. The Internet is an example of this pattern. In 1997, 
two-thirds of all Jewish households in the Federation oreG hod access 
10 a computer. olmost double the 37 percent computer use found in 
the general populalion.2 A majority of those computer households 
(107.100) hod Internet access, and of those. 90,700 logged on at least 
once in the post two months prior to being interviewed. 

Adult Education 

VISITS TO ISRAEL A visit to Israel is a significant event in the Jewish 
education of many people - the study shows that 36 percent of all 
Jewish individuals in Los Angeles have taken a trip to Israel. Most 
respondents (64 percent) report undergoing this travel experience after 
age 17 (the remainder only traveled to Israel as youths) (SEE CHART 41) . 
The majority of adult Jews surveyed (59 percent) report that traveling 
to Israel contributed fa their feeling about their being Jewish to a great 
or significant extent. Only one in five Jewish individuals who have trav-

jews By Age & Visit To Israel & 
Median Household Income 
I I I I I 

Israel Visit by AboVe 
I I I ! Median HH Income 

No Israel Visit by Above I 
Median HH Income 

Israel Visit by Below +- f-Median HH Income 

No Israel Visit by Below f-- -= Median HH Income 

I' 
5000· 

1. Cohen. Steven M. 1998. Young Judaea Continuity Survey 1998. Hodo550h. New Yor\( (mimeo) I Freidmon, Natalie 1998. Faithful youth: A Study of the Notional Conference of Synogogue Youth. Q. 

2. U.S. Oeportment of Commerce. ~ ~ 6 : ~ : : : ~ ~ : : - ~ 
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eled to Israel since age 18 say that the experience contributed mini­
mally or not at all to their feelings about being Jewish. 

Of the majority of Jewish households surveyed, 60 percent have a 
member who has visited Israel. Of those, 73 percent report that the 
travel to Israel was privately arranged rather than through organized 
tours. The remainder of travelers to Israel went on organized trips: 5 
percent traveled to Israel with their synagogues, 7 percent on Jewish 
Federation trips, and 15 percent with other organized Jewish groups. 
Almost half of respondents (49 percent) reported that they would 
probably or definitely visit Israel in the next three years. 

JEWISH COLLEGE ENROLLMENT One out of eight Jews over 18 
{54 ,DOD) was attending a college or university at the time of the sur­
vey ( SEE CHART 4J). As we have seen from earlier analysis (LAJPS '97 
Book One1), a high level of academic achievement and professional­
ization characterizes the Jewish community. Much of this training 
takes place between the ages of 18 and 29, but four ou t of ten cur­
rently enrolled Jewish college or university attendees are over the 
age of thirty ( SEE CHART 4K). 

COLLEGE JEWISH ACTIVITY INCREASES Overall. Jewish participation 
in Jewish acllvities (not including High Holiday service attendance) 
was reported by slightly over half (51 percent) of both curren! and 

1 J-1ormon, Pini. 1998. "Los Angeles Jewish Populotion Survey," Jew'sh Federotion of los Angeles. 
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SCHOOl 

Adult Jewish Stud ies Pa"ti 
the Past 3 Years & Type of 

Jewish Education 
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NONE SUNDAY DAY SCHOOL AFTERNOON 
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past college attendees (SEE CHARTS 4L AND 4M). This rate hos held sur­
prisingly constant . When college Jewish activity participation is 
examined by the current age of current and post attendees in col­
lege, there is a clear age differential. Those under age 30 have a 
greater participation in Jewish college activity (63 percent and 56 
percent for current and past college attendees. respectively) . 
Individuals age 30 and over currently not attending college reflect 
on overall Jewish activity in college rate of 51 percent. The lowest 
rate is for those over 30 and currently attending college (45 per­
cent). The data point to a greater participation in Jewish college 
activities by current coUege attendees under the age of 30. 

MAJORITY HAVE ATIENDED JEWISH DAY, AFTERNOON OR 
SUNDAY SCHOOL Jewish individuals age 18 and over were osked if 
they had ever attended a Jewish day school, an afternoon schooL 
or a Jewish Sunday school. Three-fifths of Jewish adults reported 
some type of Jewish education (SEE CHART 4N). 

Interestingly, only 13 percent of adults reported attending 
Jewish day school while a much larger proportion , 21 percent, of 
Jewish children currently in the educatlonol system are enrolled in 
Jewish day schools. When adults (age 18 and over) and children 
(ages 5-17) are compared, it is clear that Jewish education is on 
increasing trend . Jewish children ore currenlly receiving more 
Jewish education than did their predecessors when they were chil­
dren ( SEE CHART 40). 

Drop-off in Jewish education at age 13 in not a recent phenom­
enon. Among the three-fifths of all Jewish adults who reported 
some type of Jewish education os children, 54 percent did not con­
tinue that education after age 13. Drop-off rates differed by type of 
Jewish education received. This study showed that 53 percent of 
adults who reported receiving Jewish day school education contin­
ued their Jewish education after age 13. Those adults who were 
Jewishly educated in after-school and Sunday school reported a 
slighlly grea ter d rop-off in pos t 13-year-old education at 46 and 43 
percenl. respectively ( SEE CH ART 4P). 

PARTICIPATED IN JEWISH STUDIES WITHIN THE PAST 3 YEARS In 
spile of the post-Bar/Bal Mitzvah Jewish education drop-off, almosl 
a third (31 percent ) of Jewish adult respondents reported partici­
pating in an adult Jewish studies course in the past three years. 
Among those who reported no c hildhood Jewish education. 22 per­
cent participated in Jewish studies in the post 3 years. Almost half of 
adults (46 percent) who experienced Jewish afternoon school as 
children participa ted in adult Jewish education in the past three 
years ( SEE CHART 4Q) . 
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Educational Facilitation & Provision 
IN,COME OF DAY SCHOOL VS. PUBLIC SCHOOL HOUSEHOLDS Chjl~ren 

from above median income households remain in Jewish education to 

Jewish Children By Jewish 
Education & Median 
Household Income 

a greater extent than children from below median 
income households (m CHARTS 4R & 4S). A greater per­
centage of children, both younger and older, who 
once received any type of formal Jewish education 
ore from households having below median income. 

Percent of Jewish Children Type 
of School Enrollment & Me'd ian 

Household Income 
OUTLOOK FOR JEWISH EDUCATION IN LOS 

ANGELES The number of jewish children in Los Angeles 
is projected 10 remain stable if migration in and out of 
Los Angeles remains at currenllevels. As reported in the 
first volume of this study, between six and seven thou­
sand births a year ore expected through the coming 
decade and then will gradually decline during the sec­
ond decade of the Twenty-First century to about five 
thousand births a year. 

JEWISH EDUCATION COSTS HIGH Providing formal 
Jewish education is a relatively heavy expense for 
families. As has been shown earlier, there is a sma ll 
but discernible correlation between having above 
median household income and children receiving 
Jewish day school and formal Jewish education. 
While not the only factor, an improved economic 

40% 

status for segments of the Jewish community may have enabled a 
larger percentage than of previous generat ions of children to receive 
Jewish day school or other Jewish formal education. This trend of 
higher utiliza tion of Jewish day schools and other formal Jewish edu­
ca tion over time is likely to continue, if the higher median income of 
elementary school households is maintained ( SEE CHA RT 4T) . 

The education pattern suggests that the need for all types of 
Jewish education will not lessen in the next decade. Additionally, with 
Ihe large numbers of fourth generation grandchildren of baby 
boomers increasing and peaking in the next decode, Jewish educa­
tional institutions will be sorely pressed for facili ties and staffing. This 
pook will coincide with an influx of retired baby-boomers who, 
11( cCluse of their high numbers. will c reate new challenges and 
npf10dunllies for Jewish educational resourc es. It is important to con­
,Idm, as well, thot both young and old education consumers will 
! II c IIno simultaneously in Ihe second decade of the Twenty-first cen­
lillY, wtlich may leave the community with on over-capacity o f edu­
I 'Itlonrll plonl and personnel. 
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Environmental Quality Services 

Los Angeles Jews live In a higl'\ly urbanized area situ­
ated in a fragile coostal and desert environment. which 
has regularly witnessed wild fires, floods, and earth­
quakes, as well as hlgl1 leva Is 01 noise, air and water 
pollution. The Jewish communi ly has evident concerns 
with environmental quall!y as well as the impact of 
community on the onvironmer'\1. 

MANY SEEK BETTER ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY Almost 
one quarter (24 parconl) of survey respondents report­
ed that they planned 10 move within the next three 
years. The major reaSOr'lS given for the move by respon­
dents were organized into two categories: personal and 
environmental. Examples of a personal reason for a 
planned move are: job change or being closer to work, 
cheaper housing, to be closer to friends and relatives, a 
change in family size, being closer to school or college, 
health reasons and reHlsment. Examples of environ-

in 

BELOW AT OR AllOIIE 

it""nt"'1 reasons for a planned move WOrO (lin1( I )(lllr t 

area sought, traffic congestion and e tllnic t 1)( III! It I nil til 
respondents who planned to move wil11/n 1110 Iloxlltufltl 

most (61 percent) cited a personal reasoll CHI" :W 
pe,re"nt cited an environmental reason. 

Household income had an impact on reason!. 1m 
planned m,oves. Jewish households having below rn( tJl 
an income are impacted more by undesirable environ 
mental conditions than are their above median inComl! 
counterparts, 43 percent versus 35 percent (see TABLe SA), 

Regional differences also were a factor affecting (1 

respondent' s reasons for a planned move. Almost holl 
(49 percent) of Valley Alliance area respondents gave 
environmental reasons for their planned move, while in 
the South Bay Council Area the environment was cited 
as a reason by only 21 percent. The two most commonly 
given environmental reasons for the planned move by 
Valley Alliance respondents were moving to a better 
area (32 percent of responses vs. 24 percenl for the 
whole JFC area) and c rime (11 percent vs . 9 percent for 
all of the JFC area). 

Planning & Development 
for Environmental Quality 

The survey findings point to several environmental and 
livability issues which impact the highly urbanized Jewish 
community. The most intensively utilized Jewish schools, 
synagogues and centers are situated in areas where real 
estate is at a premium. Jewish students, campers and oth­
ers are dependent on nearby heavily utilized public park­
lands and facil ities for recreation and physical education 
requirements. 

!n the next decade, the Los Angeles Jewish communi­
ty can expect a surge in its most service dependent popu 
lations--the young and the elderly. Increasingly restrictive 
zoning and environmental concerns of noise, traffic, poilu· 
tion and density will effect the placement and enlarge· 
ment of Jewish schools, synagogues and centers. At the 
very least. Jewish institutions with expansion plans will 
increasingly be required to take into consideration park­
ing, traffic congestion patterns and overall neighborhood 
and environmental impact. 

MEDIAN INCOME MEDIAN INCOOE 
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While most childhood problems such as behavior, 
health, or education do not result in delinquency, they are 
recognized as its common precursors. Almost one in twelve 
Jewish households with children under the cge of 18 report­
ed that they needed assistance for children with problems 
in the past year. Almost nine in ten, 88 percent of house­
holds reported receiving Ihe assistance that they needed. 
But the vast majority. 85 percent. did nol receive assistance 
from Jewish agencies. Four out of ten households who did 
use non-Jewish agencies would have preferred to receive 
services from a Jewish agency. The need for asistance with 
children with problems was highest in the Culver City sub­
area where almost one quarter (24 percent) of households 
with children reported needing assistance (SEE MAP 6A). 

Protection of Aged, Infirm & Disabled 

There are many types of households with disabled 
members (SEE MAP 6B). Each may require a different 
approach with regard to their needs. Households with dis­
abled members may be economically vulnerable and 
especially sensitive to shifts in public policy and support. 
Overal l. in Los Angeles there are 11,000 Jewish impover­
ished households with a disabled member present. This 
constitutes slightly less than a third of all Jewish households 
in poverty. Of th is poverty population with disabled, 1.000 
households have children presen t, 5,200 are adult house­
holds without children or elderly and 4.900 are households 
with elderly. 

Individual & Collective Safety 

In the Los Angles Jewish Community. individual and col­
lective safety is often identified in terms of concern about 

anti-semitism. Communoly ant! ~on1111~m Is H'I'ipOIl! I. I I I 
a variety of ways. Reflect1r1g Ihcli dlv('lslly 01 rn\ptlrl I II 
topic is discussed here as well os In Sec tlon 8 wll" 11 
addresses communal action. 

ANTI-SEMITISM PERCEIVED AS A PRO BLEM Many III 
Angeles Jews perceive anti-Semitism as a serious prol)11 III 

(SEE MAP Be) . Substantial numbers of Jewish individual!> 
reported non-violent anti-Semitic experiences in 1I1e pm! 
five years (SEE CHART BA). This can result in the perceptlol1 
of threat to indiv idual and collective safety in the Jewish 
community . While this survey studied the feelings of Jews 
about anti-Semitism. and their ac tua l recent experiences 
of anti-Semitism, additional research on whether and how 
people cope with these feelings and experiences is need 
ed. It should be noted that survey results were gathered 
long before the shootings in August. 1999, at the North 
Valley Jewish Community Center. 

Assistance for Claims Against 
Foreign Governments 

In Los Angeles, there is a large number of Holocaust 
survivors and their children who su ffered family or person­
al loss as a resul t of Nazi persecution during World War II. 
There are 14,000 Holocaust survivors, and 71,000 children 
of Holocoust survivors in Los Angeles (SEE MAP 6C). With a 
median age of 69 (SEE C HART 60) , many of these individu­
als are in potential need of assis tance for claims against 
foreign governments. 

Almost a third, 32 percent, of households, which have 
Holocaust survivors or children of Holocaust survivors or 
bo th, are households in poverty. This is two and a half 
times the 13 percent rate of household poverty in the 
general Jewish population. The largest concentration of 
these households is in the Fairfax sub-area . 

The Califomia legislature recently passed the Holocaust 
Victims Insurance Act, extending until 2010 the statute of 
limitations for filing Holocaust-cra insurance lawsuits . Data 
result ing from this study was uscd to argue for this legislation 
by its proponcnts. In response, the targeted insurance compa­
nies have conlested the legislation. In 1999. the landmark 
decision of a Los Angeles Superior Court was upheld aflinn­
ing that the California Legis lature had an overwhelming pub­
lic-policy interest in affording residents an opportunity to 
have these cases tried in the state rather than the European 
countries where the policy was purchased. 
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Religious and Spiritual Life 

JEWISH RELIGIOUS PRACTICE LOWER THAN NORTHEAST 
U.S. Levels of Jewish religious practice in Los Ange les 
were found to be stronger than other metropolitan 
areas of the Western U.S. Levels in Los Angeles. however. 
are below levels in the Northeas t. for example, when 
looking at the most commonly performed Jewish ritual. 
attending a Passover seder, New York participation lev­
els are 92 percent while in Los Angeles they ore 88 per­
cent ( SEE fAIH E 7A). In the Bay Area and Seatt le, seder 
participat ion is lower at 65 percent and 63 respectively. 

REASONS FOR JOINING SYNAGOGUES VARY Most Los 
Angeles Jewish respondents, 71 percent, attend Jewish 
religious services a t leasl once a year . One third (34 per­
cent) are ac tually dues-paying members of a synagogue. 
When Jewish respondents were asked what might be a 
reason for joining or not joining a synagogue, three factors 
stood out : the quatity of the rabbi. the need to send chit­
dren to retigious school, and the friendliness of the congre­
gation. Surprisingly, in a car dependent and drive time 
sensitive culture like Los Angeles, distance was the leas t 
important factor ( SEE CHART 7B). 

The LAJPS '97 asked respondents questions concerning 
spiri tu.dily. If re~p(Jndenls asked what "spirituality" meant they 
were lold thaI "whil e spirituality is difficult to define . we gener­
<Illy mean sOllle or all of the following: A sense of deeper mean­
ing in life: a COllncction to God or the Transcendent; ,I relation­
ship wilh the Divine o r a higher power: a sense of ult im ate pur­
pose; a profound connect ion wi lh Essence of Life. To be ~piritu­

ui. ge ne raHy menns 10 re llect on, to be conscious of. and 10 try 10 
li ve vour life based on the in .~ i ghls of Ihese areas of com;cl'll."' 

Religious Practices 
ALL THE USUALLY SOMETIME 

TIME 

LIGHT CANDLES 
ON FRIDAY NIGHT 

17% '" 26% 

PASSOVER 
SEDER 

,,% H)% 14% 

KEEP KOSHER' ,, % 3% 12% 

LIGHT HANNUKAH 61 % 10% 12% 
CANDLES 

CHRISTMAS TREE 
IN HOUSEHOLD 

,,% 3% 7% 

~:!ZUZAHON FRONT DOOR" 
63% 

• 3 percent vegetarian included in "sometimes" 
.. All the Time = Yes Never:, No 

NEVER 

,,% 100% 

12% "0% 

,,% 100% 

17% '00% 

lW% 100% 

37% 100% 

It is interesting to note that children's schooling or 
friendliness of a congregation were more of a factor than 
cost or personal religious observance in the choice of a 
synagogue . Among 19 percent of Jewish households, 
there is a willingness to pay synagogue dues to a syna­
gogue which is not of the same denomination as mem­
bers of the household . This is especially true of Orthodox 
synagogues which have 41 percent of their dues-paying 
members describing their Jewish denomination as some­
thing other than Orthodox ( SEE CHART 7C) . 

Many respondents distinguished between the impor­
tance of religion and the importance of being Jewish 
( SEE CHART 70) . In essence, the survey asked respondents 
to delineate between Jewish ethnicity and peoplehood, 
and the importance o f religion in their lives. For many, 
being Jewish elicited a substantially stronger response 
1t1on the importance of religion in their lives. 

When asked about aspects of the spiritual side of 
their lives, almos t half of Jewish individuals responded 
1I10t 11 had great or significant importance to them ( SEE 

CHART 7E). Generally, most reported that they found 
ways to streng then their spiritual life. When specifically 
asked whether Jewish institu t ions played a role in their 
spiritual life, three-quarters said Jewish institutions 
strengthen their spirituality. A sign ificant minority, 25 
percent. report that Jewish institutions ploy only a small 
role in their search for spirituali ty. 

JEWISH BACKGROUND PROVIDES MEANING It comes as 
no surprise that when asked, the majority of Jews respond­
ed that it was greatly important to have a sense of mean-



QUALITY OF RABBI 

CHllDRE:N"S 
SCHOOLING 

FRIENDLINESS OF 
CONGREGATION 

COST 

OBSERVANCE 

QUALITY OF CANTOR 
OR LITURGY 

DISTANCE 
FROM HOME 

Reasons for Joining or 
NOlJo ining a Synagog ue 

\{my Impoflanl 

Imponanl 

Household by D enominati on ,, ( 
Affilia tion & Duos I'oi d by 
Synagogue D enol1lin,lliUI1 

HOUSEHOLDS 

I 
PIl II ONAI. AI I II.IATION 

NON t 11 NOMINA! IONAI. 

III C;OMI I1 1UCIIONlsr 

It! IOIiM 

CONIll HVA! IVI 

ing in their lives ( SEE CHART 7F) . What is of interest are the ways Jewish back­
ground plays a role in the responden t 's search for meaning. Most reported 
they were able to find ways of bringing meaning to their lives. to a greater 
extent from their own Jewish backgrounds, and to a lesser extent from influ­
ences of present day Jewish institutions. 

Although finding community in Los Angeles at times seemed a difficult task, 
feeling part of a community was important to a majority of Jews in Los Angeles. 
Many see their Jewish background os key to their feelings that they are part of 
a community. There is a lesser sense that the institutions of the Jewish community 
contribute to the feeling of being part of a community (SEE CHART 7G). Jews in 
poverty reported, however, at a rate almost double of those not in poverty (60 
percent versus 34 percent) that Jewish institutions contributed significantly to 
their feeling of being part of the Jewish community. 

Jewish Burial Services 

Almost one-in-twenty Jewish households (4.7 percent) reported need­
ing burial or mortuary services in the preceding year. The majority of 
households, 72 percent reported that a Jewish mortuary provided the 
burial. For the remaining quarter of households who did not utilize a Jewish 
mortuary for burial, 44 percent said that if quality and cost were equal 
they wou ld have preferred using a Jewish mortuary . It is not clear from the 
data whether they did not do so because of cost, location, lack of knowl ­
edge, wishes of the deceased or other reasons. Of the remaining house­
holds, 39 percent said that quality and cost made no difference. and 17 
percent said that they would not use a Jewish mortuary even if cost and 
quality were the same . If the current preference of over 70 percent of 
households for Jewish burial continues. there will be a need for a t leost 
240.000 new burial spaces in the next 60 years. 

The Hebrew term for funeral, C)·ayah. means "accompaniment." It 
is th e (mitzvah) act of communal accompaniment of the deceased on 
il~ last journey which is at (he heart of a proper Jewish buria l. The 
a~surance of Jewish burial is often among the first sign ificant invest· 
111l'1ll'i of 1cwish communal efforts. Such was the silllation in Los 
I\Il}-:ck~ wi th the formation of a Jewish burial society called (he 
I khn;w Benevolent Society. In 1855. 14 years after Ihe first recorded 
h'\\ , Jucoh Frankfort. arrived in Los Al1gele~ in 184 1.thc SocielY pur­
l'IlI(\l'(1 II plol ()f land ill CJlilvez Ravi ne for Ihe fir~1 Jewish CC I11 l:tcry 
j IUI I' I 1"l'loCHlcd 10 mukc way for Dodger Stad ium). 
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Community Relations Services 

EXPERIENCING ANTI·SEMITISM For many Jews, the 
operational definition of anti-Semi tism is unclear, yet Jews 
know it when they experience it. Over one quarter of 
respondents (27 percent) reported that they had experi­
enced anti-Semitism in the previous 5 years. The most fre­
quent type of anti-Semitic experience reported by almost 
half (47 percent) was being singled out unfavorably as 
"Jewish" (SEE CHART BA). 

Over half of Jewish respondents (53 percent) strongly 
agree that anti-Semitism is a serious problem in the U.S. 
today, while only 12 percent disagree . When asked about 
anti-Semitism in Los Angeles. 37 percent strongly agreed 
that it is a serious problem, while 16 percent disagreed 
(SEE MAP BC) . 

Over half, 51 percent, o f all respondents who strongly 
agree that there is serious anti-Semitism in Los Angeles live 
in the Valley Alliance region (SEE CHART B8 & MAP BC) . It is 
there that the perception of anti-Semitism is greatest, 
although the Hollywood and Beverly Hills sub-areas also 
contain a disproportionate number of Jewish respon­
dents who feel that anti-Semitism is a serious problem 
(SEE TAB LE BD). 

PAnERNS OF INCREASE The sUNey showed the more 
generations a respondent's family has been in the U.S., 
the greater is the percentage of those who report 
experiencing anti-Semitism in the preceding five years. 
As a result, fourth-generation Jews experience more 
anti-Semitism than other generations (SEE CHART BE). While 
anti-Semitic incidents may not have increased over 
time, the subjective threshold and the ability to discern 
nuances or incidents may have changed. 

Intermarriage status had a signi ficant infiuollcn on 

whether an individual had experienced an anti-Semitic 
act in the previous five years . Almost one-in-five (19 per­
cent) Jewish individuals who were in-morried had a direct 
experience with anti-Semi tism in the past five years as 
compared to 28 percent in conversionary marriages and 
37 percent in intermarried marriages (SEE CHART BF). 

Political Organization & Participation 

Overwhelmingly, Jewish Angelenos participa te in the 
electoral process. The vast majority (93 percent) of regis­
tered voters reported having voted in the past four years . 
If all current Jewish citizens voted, the community might 
potentially marshall 382,000 voters . This translates into 
about 26,000 Jewish citizens not exercising their right to 
vote in the past four years . During the 1997 Los Angeles 
mayoral e lec tions. an exit poll found that 15 percent o f 
voters were Jewish, in a city where Jews constitute 
approximately 5 percent of the population. (Los Angeles 
Times poll study number 394/exit poll City of Los Angeles 
Mayoral Primary election April 8, 1997.) The majority of 
active voters (52 percent) voted once in the past four 
years, 22 percent reported voting in 2 or 3 elections, and 
27 percent reported voting in four or more elections in the 
past four years . 

U.S. citizenship is held by 97 percent o f Jews age 18 or 
over. Of those Los Angeles Jews having the right to vote in 
U.S. elections, 93 percent over the age of 18 report that 
they are currently registered to vote. 
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POllTICAllNVOl VEMENT Over a 
third of Jewish respondents (36 per­
cent) reported having contributed 
money to a political party or candi­
date in the preceding lour years. 
One-in-seven Jewish adults (14 per­
cent) reported doing work for the 
election of a candida te in a loco!' 
state, or national election in the 
preceding four years. In the year 
prior to the survey, over one third 
(37 percent) of Jews wrote or spoke 
to their Congressperson or other 
elected public official. Over one 
third of Jewish respondents report 
belonging to one or more organiza­
tions that take stands on public 
issues. 

, 
37% _ Strongly Agree 
47% Somewhat Agree 
16% _ Disagree , , , 

Perception of Anti-Semitism 
as a Serious Problem 

in Los Angeles 

Personally Experienced Anti­
Semitism in the Prior 5 Years 
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POLITICAL AFFILIATI ON Almost 
seven out of ten Jews (69 per­

c ent) describe themselves as Democrats, and II per­
cent describe themselves as Republicans ( SEE C HART BG 
& MAP SH) . 

Half of the adult Jewish community (49 percent) 
desc ribe themselves as liberal or very liberal in their politi­
c al orientat ion . One third describe themselves as "middle 
of the road," and one sixth of adults (IS percent) 
describe themselves as conservative or very conserva-

ent in Prior 5 Years by 
Intermarriage Status 

tive. less than one­
in-twenty adults (4 
percent) refused or 
could not describe 
themselves politically 
(sEe CHART BI) . 

MEMBERSHIP AND 
lEAD ERSHIP IN 
ORGAN IZATI ONS 
HIGH Over half (52 
percent) of Los 
Angeles Jewish 
households report 
members wha 
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belong to a club or organization. Approximately 106,000 Jews in Los 
Angeles, (30 percent of Jewish households) reported belonging to 
Jewish clubs or organiza tions. Over one thifd (36 percent) reported 
belonging to organizations which ore not Jewish. Of those households 
holding memberships in Jewish clubs or organizations. two in five (40 
percent) reported having been an officer or on the governing boord . 
For non-Jewish clubs or organizations, one-in-three respondents 
reported having been an officer or board member. 

Households having incomes at or above the median showed sig­
nificantly higher rates of overall organization and club membership. 
Households having incomes below the median had higher rates of 
membership in Jewish clubs and organizations ( SEE C HA RT BJ). 

LOWER MEMBERSHIP AMONG BABY· BOOMERS Belonging exclusive­
ly to Jewish clubs and organizations is a phenomenon Ihat is found 
among those under age 30, or 65 and over. These ages brackel the 
years of highest earning potential. The largest group, ages 40 to 64, 
which includes the greatest number of "baby boomers" has the low­
est reported rate of Jewish club or organizational membership ( SEE 

CHA RT BK). The higher rote of club and organizational membership 
among those ages 18 to 39 may be connected with the goals of 
seeking friends and potential marital partners after finishing "igher 

education and beginning career paths. With retirement. higher rates 
of club and organization membership return with greater opportuni­
ties for free time. 

While the Volley Alliance has the greatest number of Jewish indi­
viduals who are members of Jewish and non-Jewish clubs or organi­
zations, the Western Region has the highest percentage of member­
ship. Overall. for the whole Federation area, the rate of membership 
by individuals is 33 percent for all organizations, and 16 percent for 
Jewish clubs and organizations ( SEE CHART Bll . 
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As noted in the introduction, the Talmud specifies thai a Jewish 
community needs to provide ten key elemenls in order to create a 
livable Jewish environment. No one would argue that these essential 
communal elements exist in Los Angeles. What is of interest is how 
accessible these services are to the community on financial. geo· 
graphic and a ttitudinal levels. 

This will not be the first Jewish community survey to point out that 
the higher one's income the easier it is to live Jewishly. Throughout the 
preceding pages it is observed that many of the Jewish services and 
ac tivities not specifically designed for low income individuals. are dis­
proportionately used by Jewish households with incomes at or above 
the median. While each household strives to at tOin a desirable stan­
dord of living, this standard is always c ircumscribed byactuol 
income. 

Recently the California Budget Project estimated Ihal it costs a 
married couple with two children (under age 18) $44,700 to subsist in 
los Angeles. The comparable net income for a median income 
Jewish married couple with children is $50,870 ($78,250 pretax and 
adjusted for 35% tax). This would allow a modestly living Jewish family 
$6.170 a year of discretionary income which might be used for Jewish 
goods and services. More affluent Jewish married couples with chil­
dren, those living at the third Quartile point (o t which 75% earn below 
and 25% at or above), whose net income is $70,000 ($107,800 pretax 
and adjusted for 35% lax), would have $25,300 to spend on Jewish 
goods and services. 

In the Jewish community there is a wide range of what is 
believed to be necessary or what is discretionary for a household. For 
example, kosher food and Jewish education ore necessities in some 
parts of the community and desirable, but discretionary in others. 
Another tangible expense is living in a Jewish neighborhood where 
the cost of owning a home overages $100.000 more than in other 
areas of Los Angeles. 

As an analytical tool, economists often crea te plausible baskets of 
goods necessary to achieve a certain standard or quality of life. The 
same 1001 can be ada pled for Jewish life in Los Angeles. Two baskets 
of prescriptive Jewish services can be created: a big basket cos ling a 

household $21.750 per year which includes Jewish cloy ~lllCl()I I IJII11111 
for two per household as well as the costs of vorious Juwl~ll ~ )f!I 'P 
away camps. affiliations and donations. and a lillie bo!>kot rmllll\l r! 
household $4,650 per year which includes supplemental Jowlsll nell J 

COST OF JEWISH L1V1NG 
Big Basket little Basket 

Synagogue $1.450 $1,450 
Buildin Fund $150 $150 
Jewish Education $16.000 $800 
Jewish Camp $2.000 $700 
Organization Membe $400 $400 
Jewish Charitable Gift $800 $200 
Jewish Ritual Articles $50 $50 
B'nal MlIzvah Events $900 $900 
(Amortized) 
Total $21.750 $4,650 

callon for two as well as day camps, affiliations and donations. 
At $21,750, the big basket requires over three and one half times 

the discretionary income of the median two-parent Jewish family 
with children in Los Angeles. It is of no surprise then that it is the above 
median income households who avail themselves of Jewish educa­
tion to a greater extent (m CHARTS 4R , 4S, 4T). However. third quartile 
families would be hard pressed as well. After purchasing the big bas­
ket, those families would retain only $3,550 in discretionary income. In 
fact, to purchase the big basket, a household would need $100,000 
pretax income, which 62% of households do not realize. 

The small basket uses over half of the yearly discretionary income 
of median two-parent Jewish families with children while competing 
with other discretionary family oullays such as vacations, lessons, col­
lege fund, entertainment, outings and gifts. 

For households earning less than the median income, which is 
half of the total households with children, the choices become much 
more limited and transcend to the level of sacrifices. Considering 
these economic constraints, it is interesting to note that by age 17,80 
percent of Jewish children have experienced some type of formal 
Jewish education. 

Jewish education, as a service, affects the affluent and non-afflu­
ent alike. Additionally, there are issues of vital importance to those 
households in the community who are in poverty, in danger of impov­
erishment, in serious economic decline, or simply have limited 
resources typified by their subsisting under the median Jewish house­
hold income level. Among those living on limited resources are indi­
viduals who are unemployed. or have job and occupational search 



service needs (SEE CHARTS 1 C AND 10), disabled individuals, and seniors 
requiring residentia l housing services or home delivered meals. Also 
included are Ihe many Holocaust survivors having bela"" median 
incomes with some sliding into poverty. 

Jewish households in poverty were even more likely to have need 
ed but not received medical core and surgery in the preceding year, 
os well as delayed medical core because of worry over cost. Jewish 
households in poverty were three times as likely to report receiving all 
types of services from a Jewish agency, than other Jewish households. 
One quorter of these households, often having multiple needs, reported 
needing a social service and receiving it. 

These Jewish households in poverty are very much a part of the Los 
Angeles Jewish community. Jewish respondents in poverty reported at 
double the rate of those not in poverty that Jewish institutions con~ 
tributed significant ly to their feeling a part of the community. 
Another expression of communal identification is Ihal 
below median income Jewish households have high~ 
er membership rates in Jewish clubs and organiza­
tions than do Jewish households at or above the 
median income. 

Is the cost of group identity and continuity services 
too dear for many of those earning at or above the 
median income? Illustrative is that when respondents 
were asked their reasons for joining or not joining a 
synagogue, cost ranked only fourth in importance 
among the considerations with quality of the rabbi and 
children's religious schooling nearly tied in terms of pri­
mary importance. This seems to indicate that most 
Jewish households will buy Jewish services in spite of 
limited discretionary resources, (many actually do os 
evidenced by highest ever formal Jewish education 

Jewi~ll hnl!~nIIIJld'~ incomes were much more modest. has waned in 
tllO pLl',1 low (jUtO(Jo~. Other low cost per unit Jewish goods and ser­
vices flood 10 ho oxplored ond developed. 

Wll(Il omurI.W', ffom lI'\is study of needs and services is a Jewish 
~O!lInlunily wtltJltJ cle~pite t,igh costs and calls upon a substantial por­
tion 01 disc II ,Honory spending, most Jews continue to express a desire 
fO! SDrvic I'~ I1rovirted by Jewish agencies. When quality and cost are 
'-Jqual nnJ JIlWl/;t1 altornatives are available. they will be chosen by the 
vmt nlC1JOfily 01 Ilw community. While a minority rejects using specific 
jewIsh ',I rv!c(Js, ovorall. the vast majority does not. It seems that 05 
morn .11 wish ~(tlvle es become available, for example, in education, 

more Jews take advantage of them. The maintenance 
rmrl increasing utilization of a Jewish educational infra-

~
ltUcture is evidence of a positive direction with regard 
10 Jewish continuity. While most of the community 
could be considered middle class. there is a signifi­

cant segment which is poor. 
Though all economic segments of Ihe com­

munIty utilize the sometimes costly life enhancing 
Jewish services. such as synagogue. Jewish edu-

,./ cation and travel to Israel. it is the above median 
V ./ income houset'lolds who utilize them disproportionately. 

Social support services. such as emergency financial assis­
tonc.o, nnd assistance in finding jobs are used disproportion­

Cltoly by tho poor. 
Gcoq!Clptlically. a pattern of high service needs in historically 

Jewish Clrem ornerges, especially in the Fairfax sub-area. In 
response to til e 5preod out nature of the residential quill of 01 her 
Los Angoles neighborhoods, more dispersed but less intense service 
delivery neods ore indicated. 

rates for Jewish children). Jewish educalionallevels do experience a PROJECTIONS 
steep decline after age 13 when other priorities such as college tuition, In Los Anyeles today, 05 has been observed in the past, a small por-
cars and other attendant coming-of-age expenses loom. Others may tion of the Jewish population has the largest number of Jewish commu-
simply see b'nai mitzvot as a Jewish educational endpoint. nal connections ·0 ricller sel of Jewish communal behaviors and relation-

Many organizations already aware of the discrepancy between dis- ships. The lorge majority of the Jewish population has a less intense and 
cretionary family financial resources and the need for services, provide more pragmatic set of behaviors and relationships with the Jewish com-
a variety of services free or on a sliding scale. Free services may be sub- munity. Looking 01 only two important trend indicators such as Jewish 
sidized through direct funding or through volunteer labor. These may be education generationally and synagogue membership, from the time of 
appropria te for periodic services. which are not long term. For services, the lost Los Angeles Jewish Population Survey in 1979. one can argue 
which are ongoing and wide ly available. low cost per-unit alternatives Ihat the level of overall Jewish connection has increased. Keeping in 
are appropriate. For example. one of the interesting findings of this sur- mind that the Jewish population of Los Angeles is expected to peak 
vey is that participation in a Jewish youth group as a teen is associated around the year 2010 (SEE PAGE 20), as well as the post and current trends 
with markedly lower intermarriage laler in life among Jewish adults. The of Jewish service needs and utilization, the coming decade promises a 
secular Jewish teen youth movement, which flowered in a period when growing need for a variety and increased intensity of Jewish services. 
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This appendix has been 
created for those needing 
to calculate the 1997 
characteristics and sizes 
of populations and house­
holds of interest. The esti­
mates in these tables 
have been rounded to the 
nearest hundred persons 
or hundre<l households. II 
Cells with dashes contain 
less than an estimated 
fifty persons or fi fty I I 

households. Only data 
which appears carta-
graphically in th is volume 
and the fi rst volume by 
specific geographic sub­
areas is presented. 
Colored bands represent 
map sub-areas. Totals 
may differ from text due to 
rounding and/or non- i i 
response. 
'Italicized dala"'persons 

"Non-italicized"'house­
holds (HH) 
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I N D E x 
LAJPS Service Identification System 

Section 1 
Optimal Income Securi ty and 
Economic Opportunity 
Vocatiotlnl and Employmen t Services (1.1 ,00.Ol) .... ... . pg 6 
FinanciCl I Assista nce to Famili es and Individ uals 
(1.2.02.00) .. . ... .. .. ... .. .... ...... ... . . ... pg 7 
Emergency Fi na ncia l Assista nce (1.2.02.04) . ..pg 7 

Section 2 
Op timal Health 
Hea lth Treatment Mai ntenance and Education Services 
(2.102.00)............ ... ..... .... ... ... ...... ....... . ...... ........... ... . pg 9 
O ut-patient Psychia tric Care or COlUlseling (2.2.03.02) .. pg 10 

Section 3 
Optimal Prov ision of 
Basic Materia l Needs 
HOllsing Serv ices (3 .3.02.00) .. . .... ..... .. ... .. .... .... ... ... .. pg12 
Nutrition Services (3. 1,03 ,02) . . .... ........... .. .... ......... pg 13 
Transportil tion of the Elderly (3.4.02.01) .. ... ... pg 13 

Section 4 
Optimal Opportunity for the Acquisition 
of Know ledge and Skills 
Fonn{ll Jewish Educa tion (4.1 .02.00) ... ..... . . .. .... pg 14 

. .. pg 16 Non- formal Jewish Education (4,2.00.00) .. 
Informal EduCiltion Service for 
Self-instruction (4.2.01.00) ..... ........... .. ............... pg 17 
Adult Ed ucation (4 .2.02.01). . .. ... .. .. pg 17 
Ed ucational Facilita tion .and Provision 
(4.3.12.02) .... .. .. .... ... ......... .. .. . . ....... .. pg 20 

Section 5 
Optimal Environmental Quality 
Envi ron menta l Qua li ty Services 
(5.3.00.00). ... ... . .. .. ........ . . ........ .... ..... . .. . ... ... .......... ... . PH 2 1 
Planning and Development 
for Envi ron mental Quality (5.3.01.01) ................. ......... pg2 1 

Section 6 
Optimal Individual and Collective Safety 
Youth ilt Risk (6.1.04.01). ... ... ... ........ ..... .. ... . . ... pg 22 
Protection of Aged, In firm and Disabled 
(6.4 .14.05) ... .. ..... ... ... .... . ....... ......... .. .... .. .... .... . . ... pg 22 
Individual and Collective Sa fety (6.4.09.01 ) .. ....... ...... pg 22 
Assistance for Cla ims Against 
Foreign Governmen ts (6 .1.01.0i) .... . .. ....... .... . . .. . pg22 

Section 7 
Optimal Cultural and Spiritual Enrichment 
Religious and Spiritua l Life (7.3.03.00) ..... ........... ... .. .. pg 24 
Jewish Bu ria l Services (7.3.03.01) ............ ... ..... .. .......... .. pg 25 

Section 8 
Optimal Response to Current and Fu ture 
Needs Through Organized Action 
Com mu nity Relations Services (8. 1.0'1 .02) .. .. .pg 27 
Po litica l O rganiza tion and 
Pa rticipation (8.1 .02.00) ..... ........ .. ... ...... .... ..... . ....... pg 27 

• Numbers correspond to categories developed by The United Way of 
America UWASIS II: A Ta)(onomy of Service Goals and Human 
Service Programs, 1976. United Way of America. Ale)(andria, Virginia. 



Los Angeles Jewish Population Survey (LAJPS) 

-

REFERENCE MAP --
< -'V e As Location Guide-
\c \ 

SimiJConejo -- 1 

SarIlII 0.,110 

High Desort ~ ~, / 

v ALL,E), ALLIANCE 
':\'R~SaoFom~ .r/ 

\ 118FRWY .t ~ ~ r "-
'(-, ~ Nonh valley"', ,-- "-., I', r~ 

w)l! Central Valley -Valley vil~agel La can.dI FIinIrIcIsIo 
est 101 FRV'{,(" ) Bu~~lendale 

Valley Enclnol 8 '0' fR'NX ~ p~ 
Tarzana ~o east Valley • \ J 

~ Beverly HOII~ SMh P_ 

MalibuJPalisades 
w ~ MOtlicAaL.vq _. 

METROANES\ N R~CugN - -
REGION/ALLIANCE AREA 

Regional Sub-area 

HIGHWAY OR FREEWAY 

CheVl.ollBev~ 
San at-lomcal Culver 

vemce, S ,ty Central City , .". 
rt Mall[la _ 

• ~ ., ~ .... tw'~~I,oJ..\1WY 
';£' >.. • 

SOUT~AY 8eacfi iU.ern Belt 
Cit" , r.OIl \,; --if 

Centr.il" 

--
-..-

-

s 




